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It had bM« OM a< Uw wtm utd klnoM nltry 
dftjn whi^ to iB tU n wi coow ia Novoaber t k ■•■ 
UgDtd Booth, wbioli w nallj ma •pitooM a( ths 
oUmt •Utso, or s Mirt at iadn to Um vbole jMr't 
oliuigM of itorB ood ■aoaluBO. Tbo afteinoOB ■ 
ma Uko •pring' ">* **' *** *^ *^ i**ap, sad 
tU boda o( Om willowi hwl !>••■ bcgnilod iate 
■wolliag ft Uttlo, w U»t Uion wu ■' bloom oror 
tboB, ood Um fnm lookod h if it had bera gnw- 
iog giSM of bU iaoUod of loding atowiilj. ' It 
•MBMd Uka a nprian fran tho doon of wiolar, 
or fcoa OTon Noraoibor itaaU. 

Tbo daoaa aad oarif dorfcaaaa which nmaBj 
IbQowa iMh nniiainwablo mildooaa had alraod/ 
bagOB to Mt abort tho plaaaaraa of tUa apring. 
liko day, wbaa * Toong wootaa, who carriod a 
child IB bar arva, tvnad from a maia raad of 
OUflaUa bto a ftiot^Mlh wbtdi lad aoathward 
aanaa tho fialda aad paatoraa. Sba aoamad aaio 
of bar way, aad hopl tho path withoal diOoal^, 
tho^ a Hiai^ai Might aaaily ban loat it haao 
■ad than, wbon it M amoag Ibo patahao «l 
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—■><» ■ or bajbatrir *>™l»««. 

vmj taeti U uuU whlte-pinet. Sba'ttoppail 

•OMttfaMt to iwt, uid miked ntor* and mor* 

wwfilr. with iDcmdng sffort) bst iIm k«pt on 

Wr *«7 dMpentdy, ■• if it would not do to «^ 

im BBBb LUm- at the pine* whloh lU «u Mek- 

iaf. Hm duld MUMd to be ulstpj it looked 

too hMvj tor w ilight * wonu to cany. 

Tho p^ lad aftar ft whilo to ft mora open oooa* 

toj, than waa ft low hiU to be climbed, and at ita 

top the elondar figure rtopped and wcmed to bo 

pMlii^ for bfoftth. A foUomr might hoTO no- 

tMd tbftt it bent ito bead orer the ohild'i (or ft 

toOMot ae it etood, daik againet the darkaniiv 

^. There bad formerly been a dafenee againet 

Ai ladiftH on Ail hill, wbioh in the dajUme 

•oaaonded a 8no view of the eurroDnding ooan* 

toy, aad the low earthwork! or foandatiou at the 

CvrieM woro itiU i^ainly to be eeoo. The wo- 

■■■ eeotod hetedf on the aunken wall in qrfta of 

Iho di wpnBM and InenaBug ehill, etiU holding 

■h* «Ud. ftttd rocUag to and fro like one In de- 

^■ir. The ehild waked and higut to lAiom and 

•7 ft littlo la thftt etiuva, lonely plaoa, and after 

• faw MinataB, pwbapa to qsiet it, the; wMt oa 

•heir way. Near tho font of the bill wae a brook, 

■voOaa bj the aatoaw nfate i it made a loud 

mIm to tba qniet pMtave, at U H wen erying oak 
— t^ . ^^ 



■M wuto toward it ■* fliat, ioUowiag • alight 
ri%i -Uih m d thftl,i»aiMd of .ft eo««ed 
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path which had led down from the garriMo to 
the apriiig below at the brookside. If ehe had 
meant to qoeach hor Uitnt hera, ehe ohangod her 
nind, and luddeDiy tnmed to tbo right, follow- 
ing the brook a ehort diataaca, and than going 
■traight toward tbo iiTer itaalf and the high up- 
Unda, which by dajlight wtra smooth paatnrea 
with hera and then a tanked applo-tree or the 
gnuaj oellar of a long vaniihed (ann-hottiai: 

It waa night now j it waa too laU in the ywr 
for the ebirp of an; ioaecta ; tbe moTiog air, which 
eoald hardlj bo called wind, a»tpt over in alow 
wavaa, and a few dry loaTca nuUed oo an old haw. 
thom tree which grow beaide the hollow wharo a 
boaao bad bean, and a low aouod ume fiom the' 
tlver. The whole oonntry eida eoaated aaleep in 
. the darkocaa, bat the lonely woman (olt no Uok ' 
of ooapa n io mh ip; U waa well auitod to bar own 
mood that the worid slept and aaid nothing to 
, ber.— .iteeeoodaeif aho wan tbe only orMton 
- alin. 

- A little thia aide of the river ehora then waa 
ftn old burial plaee, a primitiT* apot eooagh, when 
the graree wen oaljr marked by rough aiooee, and 
, tbo short, ibeep-cropp«d graaa waa aprvad oTor do- 
parted gf-nenCiona of tba riuinara and tbeir wivea 
and children. Uy day it waa in aigbt of tlw pine 
wouds and the moring water, and noUiiog bid it 
. from the great sky OTorbaad. but now it waa tike 
a prison walled aboot 1^ the barrien of night. 
HowoTw m^j ito woMa had harried lo tfete 
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pbeti Mid witli wbat purpose she may bare sought 
ths liver benk, when sbo reopgnised her surround- 
i^B she stopped for a moment, swaying and irres- 
olutl « No, not** sighed the diild pkiatively. 
Mid she shuddered, and started forward ; then, as 
hsr feet stnmbled among the graves, she turned 
•ad fled. It no longer seemed solitary, bat as if a 
legion of ghosts which had been wandering under 
of the dark had discovered this intruder, 
ehasing her and flocking around her and 
her from erery side. And as she 
eangfat s^t of a light in a far-away farmhouse 
wbdow, a light whioh had been shining after her 
aD the way down to the river, she tried to hurry 
towaidit The unnatural itrength of terror urged 
ker on i she retiaoed her steps like some pursued 
•aiawli she remembered, one after another, the 
fsarfttl stories she had known of that anoient 
neighborhood ; the ohild eried, but she could not 
answer it She fell agaid and again, and at lust 
aD her strsngth seemed to fail her, her feet re- 
fved to carry her farther and she crept painfully, 
a km yarde al a time, slowly along the ground. 
Tka isar of her superhuman enemies had foiaaken 
ker.aad her only desire was to reach the light 
Ikal shcae from the looming shadow of tha house. 
Al last she was dose to it; al kst she gave 
aaa greal sigh, aad the child fell from her grasp ; 
al lasl she ekrtehed the edge of the worn dooistop 
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IiTDOOns there was a cheerful oompanys the 
mildncm of the evening had enticed two neigh- 
bors of fM|9. Thacheri the mistrsss of the house, 
into taking their walks abroad, and so, with their 
heads well protected by large gingham handker- 
chiefs, they had stepped along the road and np the< 
lane to spend a social houror two. John Thaebsri 
their old neighbor's son, was known to be away 
serving on a jury in the county town, and they 
thought it likely that his mother would enjoy 
oompany. Their own houses stood side by 'side. 
Mrs. Jacob Dyer and Mrs. Martin Dyer were 
their names, and exeelleiit women they were. 
Their husbands were twin*brotlicrs, curiously alike 
and amaangly fond of each other, though either 
would haTo soomed to make any special oolward 
demonstration of it. They were spendiqg the 
evening together in brother Martin's house, and 
wars talkbg over the poiyhase of a bit of wood- 
land, and the profit of clearing it, whea their 
wives had left them without any apology to visil 
Mrs. Thacbsr, as we have already seen. 

This was the nearmt house and only a fuaitor 
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«f ft aik ft WBj, ftftd wImo Umj opeiMd tU door 
thij had feoad Mn. Thacber ipiniiuig. 

**I n«it own vp, I ftin gl«d to mo 70a moco *a 
ftOMMM,** sbo Mid. •" I doii*t CmI MM7 ftt bdng 
kilMk ftiooo; it ftiii*t that, bat I hovo been git. 
ti^g through with ft lonoMine tpdl of ftnotbor kind. 
JoIm, ho doM M woU M ft man oan^bnt hoM I bo, 
— bora I bo,** —and the good woman eoold mj 
mom, wbik hor gneoti nndontood rMdily 
tbo aorrow thftt bftd fennd no woida. 

**I MppoM 70Q hftTen*t got no nows from 
Adlino r ** aikod Mr*. Martin blnnUy. -Wowaa 
opoaUpg of hor M wo oomo along, and Mjing il 
iOOMod to boapityaho iboald*nt fMl it wm boat 
to aoMO baok tbia wintar and bolp 70a through ; 
only ono daoghtor, ftnd loft nlono m yon bo, with 
tlMbadapaUa yoaaraliablo toin wintor timo— 
bnt thora, it ain*t her way — bar amUlioM aia*t 
what thoy ihoald bo, that *a al 1 1 oan My .* 
\ •• U aha *d got ft gift for anything apooial, no w,** 
inod Mm. Jftko, •• wo ahoold fool itwMdif- 
itftnd wftnt hor tohnro ftohftnoa, hot abo^ 
Jwat Hko othor fblka lor all aba folt m mnob abovo 
Utmimg. I don*t om m aba oan do boltor than 
noma bnek to tho old plaoa, or loaatwaya to tho Til- 
lngo,aad laleh np tho Uttlo gal toboaomo nao. 
8bo might draawnaka or do millinory work ; abo 
ftlwqfo had a pratty taato, and *twoald bo botta^ 
Unmiwvii^ I *apoM *twoaldhnfthorpffida,*' — 
WtMm. Thaehar flnthad at tUi^ ftMlMm. ICaib 
ffaoMfttotha 
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•TonH think wo*ra raglar Job*s oomforton,** 
ariod tho good aod baatUy, •'bnt thara, Mia* 
Tliaohar,yoa know wo fMl m if abo waa oor own. 
Thara am*t nothing I wonU n*t do far Adlino, 
aiok or woll, aod I dadaio I boUoTo aba*ll poU 
throogb yat and make a piaM of lock that *11 aat 
M alt to work praiaing of bar. 8bo *a lika to 
marry again far all I oan aaa, with hor good looka. 
Polka alwaya hM thair jop and oahunitiM m thay 
go throogb tho world.** 

Mva. Thaobor ahook bar baad two or thrM 
timM with a diaoMl azpreaatoo, and mado no an* 
awar. Sho had poahad back tha droning wool- 
whaal whioh aba bad bean naing, and had takon ^ 
hor knitting from tha abalf by tha oloek and * 
aaatad boraalf oootontadly, whilo Mrt. Jako and 
Mra. Martin bad aadi prodooad a Una yam atook* 
ing from a otqMoiooa podtet, and tha abining atoal 
naadlM wora prcMntly all elicking togrthar. Ona 
knittar aftor anotbor woold ahaatho tha apara 
naadla nndar bar apron atringa, whila they aakad 
aadi othar*a adriM from timo to timo abont tha 
pr opr i ety of ** narrarin * ** or whether it ware not 
beat to *« widden ** aeeording to the program their 
raapaetivoatofkinga had made. Mra. Thadier had 
lighted an aztrft eandle, and rapleniahed the fire, 
for tho air wm diillicr aioM tb«i aon went down. 
They were all anra of a eoming change of weather, 
and oonntid ?ftrionaa{gna, Mra. Thadief^a I n wnam 
of apirita among the nnmber, while all thnse de- 
aaribad Tariona arinor makdiM fromwUah they 
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had MlEered during the day, and of whieh Um 
.^VaMMOoabb weaUiar wat gailty. 

} Jx^ I caa*l get orer the feeling that we ara watdb- 
^\\\iM* with somebody/* taid Mrs. Martin after a 
*.- \wUle, moTed by some strange impalse and look- 
tag o?er her shoolder, at which remaric Mrs. 
Thadier ghmced op anzioasly. ** Something has 
hanging over me all day,** said she simply, 
at this the needles dioked faster than erer. 
**We*Te been taking rather a low range»** 
enggesNd Mrs. Jnke. ""We shall get to telling 
ghost stories if we doii*t look oat, and I lor 
shaU be sea*t to go home. By the way* I 
•■ppoee yoQ hare heard aboat oM Billy I>ow*s 
esperieiice night afore h»t. Mis* Thaeher? ** 

^ John bmng away, I ain*t had nobody to fetoh 
■M the news these few days past,** said the host* 
«ss. •Why, what's happened to Billy now?** 

The two women looked at eaeh other i •• He 
was getting himself home as best he ooold, — he 
owned op to having made a lively erenin* of it, 
-»aad I expect be was wandering all over the 
mad and did n*t know nothin* except that he was 
plated towards home, an* he stspped oflF from the 
hi|^ bank this side o* DnnneU's, and rolled down, 
eter and over'; and when he come to there was 
a great white oreatar* aetandia* orer him, and he 
thought*! was a ghost *T was higher op oa the 
baak thaa him, aad it kiad of mofed ahmg dowa *s 
if *t was eomiag right oa to him, and be got oa to 
Ma kaees aad begaa to say hb Tea Owamaad^ 
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meats fbst*s he coold rattle *em oat He got *em 
* mixed ap, aad when the boys heard his tseth 
a-chattering, they began to langh aad he ap an* 
cleared. I>aaaell*s boys had been dowa the road 
a piece aad was jast coming home, an* *t was their 
old white horn that had got cot of the bam, it 
bein* each a mild alght an* was waaderiag oflL 
They said to Billy that *t wa*n*t everybody cooM 
ky a ghost so qnick as he coold, aad they did a*t 
*spose he had the aieaas so haady.** 

The tiirse frieads kogbed, bot Mrs. Thacher*s 
fMs qoickly lost its smile and took back its wofw 
ried hx>k. She erideatly was in no mood for jok- 
ing. •« Poor Billy I** said she, •« he was called the 
smartest boy ia school ; I Ac*lect that ooe of the 
tsachers orged his folks to let him go to college ; 
bat *twa*n*t no ase; they had n*t the money and 
coaM B*t get it, aad *t wa Vt in him to work his way 
as some do. He *s got a master head for figor*a. 
Folks osed to get him to post books yoa kaow,— 
bat he *s pwsl that b«*w. Oond-aatarsd creator^ as 
Ofer stspt ; bat be always was afsard of the dark, 
— *seems *s if I coold see him theie a^repeatin* aad 
the old whiU boss sbakin* bis head,**— aad she 
laaghed again, bat qoickly stopped herMlf and 
kwked over her shoalder at the wiadow. 

••WoaU ye like the cortaia drawed?** asked 

Mrs. Jake. Bat Mm. Thaeher shook her hmA 

sileatly, while the gray oat dimbed ap iale her 

kp and ky dowa in a rooad ball to sleep. 

•• She ^a pioper eossel, aia^lshef " laqaiiad Mn^ 
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Mtfth ftppiOTiiigl7« while Mrs. Jake adnd about 
tlM eaadlea, wUob gave a clear light. ** Be they 
the bat 70a nmf ** the ioqiiired, hot was aatweied 
to the eootrarjt and a briak ooDTenatioQ followed 
spoil the prcqper proportioiia of tallow and bay* 
berry wax« and thedaogenof theiiew-iangled oile 
whidi Ihe Tillage shop-keepera were attempting to 
iitrodoee. Sperm ofl was growing mora and more 
diar In price and worthleas iaqnality« and the old- 
fMhioned lampi were r e p ort e d to be peat their 



^ I mnat own I aet meet by good candle Kght,** 
aaid Mrs. Martin. «**Tieno ezpenee toapcakof 
where yon raise the taller« and it*s cheerfal and 
bright In winter timeT In old thnes when the 
h o nses were draftier they was tronUesome aboot 
iiflikering« candles was t bet land! think how cons- 
fortable we liTeaowto wbatwonsed tol Storee 
bench a convenience I the Are *s so mnch handier. 
Honsekeepin* don*t begin to be the trial it 



•I mnst say I like dd-lashioned eooUn* better 
dmn^ofen cookinV* obeerred Mrs. Jake. ** Seeme 
to me *s if the taete of things was all drawed np 
eUmbly. Be yon going to do mnch for Thanl» 
givin*, Mie* Thacher r I *epoee not 1** and moved 
by a endden kind impalee, she added, ^Why 
ean^t yon and John jine with onr iMhsf H wenid 
B*t pnt ns oat. and *t will he kmeeome for ye.** 

**Twon^be no kmesomer than bet yearwasi 
■er the year beisse^** and Mrs. Thacher^elaeeqniv^ 
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ered a littb ae she rose and took one of the 
dlee, and opened the tmp door that coreied the 
eelbr staiia. •* Now don*t ye go to makin* yoniw 
eelf work»** cried the gnests. ««No. don*tl we 
ain*t needin* nothin' ; we was bte abont supper.** 
Bat their hoetess stepped caref ally down and das* 
appeared for a few minntes, whib the cat horeied 
audonsly at the edge of the bbck pit. 

•«Ifb^toaskye if ye*d bare some eider ?** 
n eepabhral Toice asked pweently i « hot I don*t 
know now *s I can get at it. I told John I shonkl 
n't want any whilst he wae away, and so he ain*t 
got the spiggit in yet,** to which Mrs. Jake and 

Mrs. Martin both replied that they weie no hands 
lor that drink, nnlem *t wae a drop right from the 
prsss, or a taste o* good hard cider towards the 
spring of tha year ; and Mrs. Thacher soon ro- 
tnmed with eome eliees of cake in'a pUu and 
eosM apples held in her apnm. One of her neigh- 
bors took the candb as she reached np to pdt it 
en the floor, and when the trap door wae cbeed 
again all three drew op to the tabb and had a liw 
tb fsast. The oake was of a kind pecnliar to its 
maker, n^ prided heieelf npon never being with- 
ontit; and there was some trick of her hand or 
a eseret ingredbBt whbh was withheM when she 
rssponded with apparent cheerf niness to reqaests 
lor its rssipe. As lor the applesi they were grown 
npon an old tree, one of whoee limbe had been 
grafted with ecnse nnknown variety of frniteo 
bng ago that the Usloty was iscgotlsn I oMy that 
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Hi Eni^iah gmdiiier, maay yesiB beferai had 
tetMght aooM eaUiiigt from the old ooontry, and 
«M of thorn had loiiiohowooiiio into tho pottenioa 
of John Thaoher*a grandfatbor whoo graftod fniit 
wao a thiag to bo tioatarod and joalontly gnaidod. 
1% had boon told that whon tho oldor Thaohcr had 
gifon away oattings ho had alwaja ttolon to tho 
ovehafdo fai tho night afterward and rainod thorn. 
Howowr, whon tho family had grown moro gon- 
Ofoni in klor yearo it had •oo m od to bo without 
«vail« fdr« on thoir noigfabon* trooo or thoir own, 
tim Eo|^ appko had proTod worthloM. Whothor 
k wore oomo fiiToring quality in thai opoi of aoil 
or in tho stnrdy old natiTo treo itaoU, tho rkh 
goUmi apploo had grown thoro, yoar aflor yoar, 
in porfootion« bnl nowhoro olto. 

**3lMro ain*t no Moh appioi ,ao thotOi to my 
aBlnd,**aaid Mra. Martin, ao tho poliahod a largo 
mm with hor apron and hold it np to tho light, 
and Mn. Jako mormnred amtnt, haTing alniady 
inkmi a onlBoiont flnt Uto. 

••ThMO*o only ono littk boogh that boaro any 
grmft,** aaid Mri. ThaAor, •• but it *o oomo to that 
boforai and anothor branch has ahoi np and 
Hkoly 00 if it woo a yonng troo.'* 

Tho good aook tat oomfortably in thoir ■plint- 
bollomod, otraight*baekod chain, and enjoyed 
iUi aiild altmnpl at a fealiTaL Mn. Thaohor 
pow ehoorfnl and re^ionoifo, for hor gneeti 
00 lig ht h e ar te d and boo from oare that 
of their 
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and fearful heart. They embarked npon 
a wide tea of neighborhood gomip and parieh 
opinione, and at last come ono happened to cpeak 
again of Thankcgiring, which at once tamed the 
tide of conformtion, and it eee m od to ebb ood- 
donly, while tho gray, dreaiy look once more Ofot^ 
cprcad Mrc Thacher*i fece. 

** I doni ceo why yon won*t keep with oor folka 
this yoar ; yon and John,** once mom enggeetod 
Mrc Martin. ••Tain't wnth while to bo mak- 
ing yoarwlTce diemal here to home: the day 11 be 
lonceome for yon at beet, and yon shall have what^ 
OTor wo *Te got and welcome.** 

••T won't bo lo n eeomor this year than it wee 
last, nor the year before that, and we *to stood it 
sonohow or *nother,** answered Mrs. Thaohor for 
the second ttoso, while she roee to pnt more srood 
ia the store. ** Seems to mo *t is growing coldj I 
Isit a draaght aeroot my shoulders. These aighta 
is drsadf ttl chill ; you fsol the damp right thron|^ 
your bonce. I never saw it darker than *twae 
last orenia*. I thought it ssoasod kiod o* stived 
np hero in the kitchen, and I opened tho door and 
looked out, and I declare I could n*t see my hand 
before me.** 

•"It always kind of scam mo theee bhMk 
nighta,* said Mrs. Jako Dyer. •" I expect ooom. 
thing to dutoh at mo orery minutOi and I feel as 
if soaM sort of a ereatnr^ was traToUn* rigbl bo- 
hind mo when I am out door hi tho dark. 1% 
(OS il bad hn?in' a waain* 
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IIm fogt hftogi to low. It alV* ^^^""^ ^ 

M# at if *t was darkar wbao the riaet late towards 
r than whon the *• gona alfeogathar. I do* 

wky'tia.- 

•*! lacnaot onoa,** Mn. Thaohar raaamad, 

••wImo Adlina was a baby and Jobn was just 

tanad four year old« tbair fatbar bad gooa down 

lifar fai tba packati and I was expactin* on bim 

koma at tappar tine* bnt ba did n*t coma ; *t waa 

lata in tba fall, and a bkck nigbt at I arar tea. 

Adlina waa taken witb eomeibiiig like oronp, and 

I kad an end o* oandle in tbe oandlettick tbat I 

lighted, and *t wa*n*t bmg afore it was b^imt down, 

wd I went down cellar to tbe box wbere I kep* 

*«■, and if yon will bdiere it, tbe rale bad got to 

a^ and tbare wasn't a week o* one left. I waa 

near ont anyway. We did n*t bare tbis cook- 

atova tben, and I callated I could make np a 

good Ufdy bbia, so I come up full o* scold as I 

oooU be, and tben I found I *d burnt np all my 

dry wood. Ton see, I tbougbt certain be *d be 

home and I waa tendin* to tbe cbild*n, but I 

ainrtsd to go ont o* tbe door and found it bad 

ooaM on to rain baid, and I said to myaelf I 

would n*t go out to tba woodfuk and (pk my 

. olotkss all dampi *count o' Adlina, and tba candle 

and wonld last a spsU kmger, and be *d be borne by 

yMi liae. I kad n*t a least o* suspicion but wbat 
ha was dallying round up to tba Cornan, long a* 
Iha last o* the ssen, bein' 'twas Saturday nigfat» 
I wwaema pi^ out abani it» ler ba know 
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tbe baby waa sick, and I badnt nobody witb 
I set down and waited, but be nefar come, and il 
rained bard as I afar sea it. and I left bis supper 
standin* rigbt in tbe floor, and tben I b^gun to ba 
distressed for fear sooMtbia* bad happened to 
Dun*U and I set to work and cried, and tbe candia 
end giro a flare and went out, and by *n* by tbe fire 
begun to get low and I took tbe cbild*a and went 
to bed to keep warm ; *t waa an awful cold night, 
oonsiderin* *t was such a baary lain, and there I 
laid awmka and thought I heard things stoppin* 
shout the room, and it seemed to me as if *t waa a 
week long before osomin* come, and as if I *d got 
to ba an old wooum. I did go through witb every- . 
thing that night. T was that time Danl broka 
his kg, you know; they waa takin* a deck kad of 
oak kneee down by the packet, and one on *em 
rolled down from the top of tbe pile and strudc 
bim just betow the knee. He was poling, for 
there wan*t a biaath o' wind, and be always Mt 
certain there wee eooMtbin* mysterious about it. 
He*d bad a good deal worse knodn than that 
aeemed to be, as only loft a bkck and Mue spot, 
and he said he never see a deck kMid o* timber 
piled eecurer. He bad eoose queer notioosabout 
tbe dob*s a* sparits, Danl bad ; bis old Aunt 
Paner waa to Uama for it. She lived with bis 
father's folks, and used to fill him and tbe rest o* 
the cliild*n with all sorts o* gliost stories and staff, 
lused to tell bim sbe*d a* be*n bung for a witch 1/ 
if sha*dUvad in them old Salem daya. Heal* 
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Wftji Mtd to \m tdlin' what ererjthiiif was lh« 
Mga of, whoa wo woo firol morriod, till I Ungbod 
Ua o«t of it II modo mo kind of aotionoL 
TImm*o loo nmoh now wo onn't moko oonoo of 
wItlMNil oddin* to it ool o* our own boodt.** 

Mra. Joko nnd Mra. Mnrtin wore qoito fomtlior 
with tho atorj of tho night whon thoro wovo no 
OMdloi ond Mr. Thachor hod broken his lcg« bnT> 
inf boon prooont thoniMlToo onriy in tho BMirning 
nftorwnid, bat thoj bad liotonod with dqm tho 
hm intorott Tbeoo ooantry noighbon know 
thoir frionds*affaiii ao wall aa thoj did thair own, 
bat aneh an andianoa ia noror impatiaot. Tha 
lopatitiont of tho bast atoriao ara signal afontsi 
for oidinary dreamstanoas do not inapiia thaok 
Afidfo vnot risa to a oartain lavol befoia a nam^ 
lion of aomo great orisis is soggeatad, and axaotiy 
as a dtj andienea is well oontantad with bearing 
tha pfeye of Shakespeare ofor and ofor again, ao 
eaeh auin and woman of ezporienoo ia permitted 
to deploy tiioir wall4Diown bol alwaye intereeting 
olorlee npon the metioetaga. 

** I maat say I ean'l n>bear to bear anytbiqg 
nbonl gboete after eandown«** o b ee n r c d Mrs. Jak% 
who was al timee somowhal troabled by what she 
and her friende designated as •" narreOi'* ••Iky 
liaNS I don*l baUera in 'em *lem it's something 
ereepy osore n oommoni bal alter dark it eeana 
molopieeee. I do' know bol I ehall be afeared 
ts go hsmst** and she binghed naessily, ••Theral 
I gel Ihim^ with this needle I bellm r 
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-won'l knil no mora. Tlwbaeko'my 

namb." 
•• Don't talk o' gain' hoem yet awyio," said tha 

hostess, hwUng np qaiekly ae if ebo hated tha 
tboogbl of being left alone i«ain. «TiaJoelon 
the edge of tho ofonfai* t the nights is so long now 
wo think it's bedtiflso half an boor after wo' ire 
got lit np. Twee a good lift bam' yon slop 
ofor to«^t. I wee really »4readio' to eel here 
bymyeetf," and foreomo minotas nobody spoke 
and tha naedlee elieked faster than efor. Sod- 
denly them was a strange eonnd oateida tha door, 
and they etniad al eaeh other in terror and held 
their bieath, bat nobody etirrsd. This waa no 
famiUar feotetept preeently tiiey heard a etranga 
little ory, and etill timy feared to look, or to know 
what was waiting onlsida. Then Mm. Thaeher 
look a eandla in her hand, and, etill heeitating, 

MO, ••Who ie thorer** and, hearing pn 

slowly opened tho 
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IvUm bmmi time, tU rrmAog had batn BMh 
wjojed by tU brotbrn who wwt qMBdiag tt 
t^fiUitr in Martiii Djer't UteiieD. The hooM 
ilood tide by tide, bat Mr. Jacob Dyw*^ yoangw 
Mt daagfatv, the only one now left at booie, waa 
leoeiTing a Tiait from her lorer, or, m the bmily 
eipraated it, the young man who waa keeping 
eompany with her, and her doher, mindful of 
•wn yoath, had kindly withdrawn. Martin*a 
dien wf re already aatabliahed in homea of 

own, with the ezoeptioa of one dangfatar who 

a* work in one of the cotton faetoriea at Lowell 
in company with aaveral of her aeqnaintanoaa. It 
haa akeady been aaid that Jake and Martin Uked 
■obody*a company ao well at their own. Their 
wifca had a timeJionored joke abont bei^g com- 
ptntifely nnnecamary to their reqpectiTe part- 
and indeed the two men had a cnrfawaly de- 
Hit fading toward each other. It waa the 
aynpathy which twina aometimea have each 
eh, and had become a byword aoKmg all thair 
They were aeidom indiridnaliaed 
idnaithar wm aUe le dlatingniih 
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himaelf, apparently, for one alwaya heard of the 
family at Jake and Martin*a folka, and of their 
pomeeeio n e, from leaat to g r ea t ee t , at belonging to 
both brotheia. The only time they had ever been 
aepamtad waa onoe in Aeir early yoatii, when 
Jake had been fired with a deeire te go to eeat 
hot he deeerted the coaatwiaa eehoooer in the firal 
port and came hooM, becanae he oonld not bear il 
any longer withont hie brother. Martin had no 
tarn for aeafaring, ao Jake remained aahore and 
patiently made a fanner cf hioMelf for loTe*aaake, 
and in apite of a great tUret for adventare that 
had nerer eeaeed to fever hie blood. It waa aa- 
toniahing how mnch they fbond to eay to each 
other when one conaideri that their experiencea 
were almoet cooatantly the eame; bat nothing 
eontented them better than an onbtermpted eve- 
ning epent in each other*a eodety, and aa they 
hoed com or dng p ota t oea, or mowed, or aa they 
drove to the Comen, eitting atifly npright in the 
old-faahioaed thcfoagh4Maced wagon, they were 
alwaya to be eeeo talUi^ ae if it were the fimi 
meeting after a kmg aeparation. Bot, having 
takan theae qoiel tiaaea for the dleenmion of all 
poeeible and impceeible proMemi, they were mea 
of filed epiaioaa, and were ready at a m om en ta 
warning to fender enet deciejona. They 
not load of eoctety aaa role; they fbond I 
aumh talk with their neighboia, 
fCfda aa pcarfble. Nebody wm 
Ae bieiheii It waa efte^ eaii 
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€C tbim that tiieir word wm their bond, tad m 
Ihtj pMMd from youth to midillo ago, and in 
thaaa daya wore growing to hwk lika elderly Men, 
Ihey were free from ahaoM or reproach, though 
Bot from much good^atnred joking and friendly 
Aw. Their farm had been owned in the family 
eiaee the aettleoMnt of the conntry, and the hooae 
rMeh Martin ocoopied WM Tory old. Jake*t bttd 
for him when he waa married, from 
eat in their own woodlanda, and after 
tUrty yean of wear it looked ioareely newer than 
ka eompanioB. And when it la ezpUined thai 
they had married aiatera, becanae, ae people said, 
Ihey even went oonrting together, it will be eaay 
to aee that they had found lifo more harmoniona 
than moat peofde do. Sometimea the wile of one 
brother wonld eompkin that her aister enjoyed 
ndae ad?mntagea and profita from the cetala^ 
bvl there waa rarely any diaagreement, and Mra. 
Jake waa miatrem of the Urimya and Mn. Martin 
heUawayorer the bene, whOe theydiTided the 
apoib amiably at TbankigiTing tfBM when the geeee 
wavaaold. If it were a had year for tarkeja, and 
tfM f e n de r yoang were ehilled in the wet graaa, 
wUa the heaa flooriahed ateadily the aeaaon 
thmgh, Mrk Jake'a apirita drooped and aha be- 
•ame eariona of the good fortane which flaaated 
iiaeif beioia her eyee, bat oa the whole, they Mrf. 
imd and «4oyed together, and loaad ao faalt 
with thetr dmtiaJM. The two wiw, thoogh the 

them waa of aa 
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apt to form a l eagae agaiaat the btotbera, 
and thia preventad a more troobleeome rivalry 
which might bare exbted betweea the hoamholda. 



Jake and Martin were partiealarly enjoying the 
CToning. Sonm aooideat had belallea theoooking* 
atofva, which the brothera bad aever BMra thaa 
half approred, it beiag one of the early patteraa, 
and a poor exchange for the ancient methoda of 
oooknry in the wide ftrtplaoa. •" The woomo** had 
had a natnral deairo to be equal with their neigh* 
bora, and knew better than their hoabMMU did the 
difference thia ateful iaveatioa had amde in their 
erery-day work. However, thia one eight the 
co n ae r fa ti fe brothera oooU take a nuUi rovenge % 
and when their wivce were well on their way to 
Mrk Thacher*a they had aaaurad each other that, 
if the pkgaey thiag were to be carried to the Cor* 
aem in the Bwraiag to be exchanged or ropaire^ 
it wonld be at well to have it ia readiarea, and 
had qaiokly taken down ita pipee and lifted itaa 
if it were a feather to the aeigbboriag wnodahed. 
Thea they haatily pried away a ftrabcaid which 
ckieed the great trepbca, and looked amilingly 
apoa the craae aad ita pothooka and the Imailiar 
iroa doge which had beea impriKwcd thrra hi 
darkaem for amay moatha. They broogbt ia the 
m a t e ri ala for aa oU4aahieaed iro, bacUogp tea. 
atick, aad areaotieho, and praaaatly eeated tham 
adferbeiora aeraekliaybhma. Martia braogbt 
atall, brawaaMMr of eUerframtheerilar aad 
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Ml two mvgt berid« it on the siMdl tabk« and for 
oomo littU timo thoj onjiiywl ihemMWoi in ii- 
kw98, after wbidi JiJra tomarked thai be did ii*l 
kMwbol ibey'd gol fall enoogb of a trofor oaeb 
a mild aigbt, bnl bo wisbod bit own alofo and ibo 
BOW OM loo ooold bo droj^Md inlo Ibo rivor ior 

wood and all* 

Tboj pnl tbe jog of oidor botwoon Ibo aadiftMMi 
and IbcB, movod by a oomaMNi inipoloe, draw Iboir 
obniii a Hlllo fartbor fiom Ibo uKNinling flamoa, 
baforo Ibay qnoaobod Ibeir Uiiiil from Ibo vnga. 

•"loall Ibat piollyoidar,**flaidMarlia;^*lia 
yWM^yol, bnl il bao gol oomo woigbl a*ftady« and 
^lioooMolb. Tboro *o a oigbl o* diileronoo balwooB 
good npbnd frail and Ibo opooby applaalbal grawa 
faiwolgnmnd. An' I tako tl Ibal Ibo barl baa 
aw iniaenoo: oomo bar'lo kind of will oidor and 
aoaw omaitoB il op, and keep il boarly. Lord! 
whal alaff oomo folko are willin' to ool botbro yol 
*laia*t walk Ibo name o* eider, nor ao bettor Ibaa 
tim foaoia*o of a Tinegar oaok.** 

« And Iben Ibero'o weatber looi** agreed Mr. 
Jaeob Dyor« ** bad oogbl to be look into oonoidef^ 
aftioa. Oil year appleo jool ia Ibo rigbl Iiboo--- 
too early to taoto o* Ibo tree, aor loo lato to 
oT Ibo gfoaad, aad jart ia Ibo oaap o* time 
wo to ripoaooo', on a good obarpday wilb the oaa 
a obiaiagi baro^om Into Ibo pcem aad wbaloooMO 
io otfiT. I Ibink if woNm bad any iaalt to 
, 1 wao pnttin' off makia' a mile too lato. 

I doaloeoaolUoeeald bobeal. Idiwi 
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kaow 'o yoa feel Uko a pipe, bal I beliore I *U iigbl 
api** and Iboreapoa a goud portion of Unck-look* 
tog tobaeoo wae eal and amdo too in oaob of Ibo 
bard Ml hando, and prooently the olay pipte wore 
loaebod off wilb a live eoaU and gfoal ekmdo el 
oamko mi^l bare beea oeta to dioappoar aador 
Ibo fdgo of Ibo trofbee. drawa qoiekly ap Ibo 
ehimaey by Ibo draft of Ibo bbiiag fiia. 

Jaeob paobod book bio ebair aooUter fool or 
two, and Martin oooa (oiknred, meatiooing Ibal 
il wai gelling bol, bal il wao woU to ke^ oal 
IbodMapu 

••Wbal aol Ibo womoa ool to go traipoia* ap 
to Tbaebero fblko?** iaqaiiod Jaeob. bokiing bio 
eider mng wilb one bead aad draouaing il wilb 
Ibo Anger eado of lU olbor. 

••I bad aa idee Ibal Ibey wanted to find oal if 
aaylbing bad been beard aboal Ad*liae'o gel. 
liog booM for TbaakigtnBg.'' aaowerod Mai^ 
toraiag to look obrowdly al bio bit>lber. « Wo- 
men folke doeo oaffor if Ibero *o aajtbiag goia* oa 
tbey oao*l Cad ool aboat *Liia oaid obe wm go- 
lag to iavito Mio* Tbaeber aad Jobn to eal a pieoe 
o* oar big torkoy* bat obo did a*l o*poee Ibey *d 

It to have. Cari*a aboal Ad*lme. ain*l it? I 
bar baobaad died aba *d be rigbl 
book bore wilb wbal aba *d got; al any rale, till 
abo'draioedtbeehildtooomooiaa. Tbofa*d bo 
ao expeaee bore to wbal abe'd ba?o ohowbera, 
aadbefo*oberma*ambogiaaia*toago. Sboeaa^ 

ito^Jobaw«tollia*oCmoiaadI 
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4oB*l doabi *t*M worn upon bar moc«*b folki 

tUnks.** 

"•I doii*t hj BO pml belief tbst John HI get 
hpoM from oosrti'* wM Jaeob Dyer. •'Tbey aay 
thai eomrt '• goin' lo tei till ChrittiiiM maybe ; 
there *• m ewfnl etring o* eeiee on the doeket 
Oh, *tirM yoa told me, waVt Hf Moot like 
Aey*U let ep for a oosple o* daya for Tbaaka- 
giTta*« bat John mi^t n*t think *t waa wath hie 
while to travel here and back again lem he had 
aomething to do before winter aheta down. Pei^ 
hape they *U proTail npon the old bdy, I with they J 
wonid, I *m avre ; hot an only danghter formkin* "^ 
hrr eo, *t waa OMMt too bad of Adline. Sbeal'aya 
had dreadful high notiona when aha wa*n*t no 
more *n a baby ; and, good eo n eeienee, how ahe 
Kked to rig np when ahe firat need to ooom badk 
from LoweU I Better ha* pat her nMmey ont to 



\ 



/ 
/ 



• I beKere in yonng fblka makin* all they can ^ 
€f tbeirwh«a«** annoaneed Martin, paflng hard at 
hie pipe and drawing a little farther atill from the 
ite^aca, beoaaia the acorebing red coaia had be- 
gna to drop beneath the foreatick. ••I^Tegivemy 
cMld*n the beet pnah forrard I eonld, an* yon *Te 
4om the aame. Ad*Une had a dreadfal erann* V 
to be eemethin' moraVi common t bnt it don*t 
look aa if ahe waa goin' to make oat any great. 
*T waa nnfertaaale her loatn* of her hneband, hot 
I a*poie yoa've heard hinta that they wa*n't none 

8he*dndonehel^tehttfe 
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worked on a while to Lowell and got foiehandcd, 
and then married eome likely yoong fellow and 
tattled down here, or to the Cornen if ahe didn't 
want to farm it There waa Jim Hall need to 
be hanging roand, and ahe 'd been fall aa well 
offtodaytf aba *d took him, too. Tain'tnonm 1/ 
far^dka to Burry ono that 'a of another kind and «* 
Mongi difleient It*alike two fiddlea that phya 
diffeitnit tanea, — yoa cant make nothin* oa't, no 
BuUter if both en em *a trying their beet, lem one 
00 'em beata the other dowo entirely and baa all 
the lay, and ginerally 'tie the wont one dote it 
Adline'a hoaband wa'n't nothin* to boaat of from 
all we can gather, bat they didn't think alike • 
abont nothin*. She coahl 'a* done weU with him 
if tiiere 'd been nmreof Aar. I don't marvel hie 
folka felt bad: AdHina dkint act righl by 'eaa.* 
••Nor they by her," aaid the twin brother, ^l 
tdlye Adihie wonU have done 'em crodit if aha'd 
been let I eeem to think how 't waa with her. 
When the waa there to work in the ahop ahe 
thoaght 't weald be «nart to marry him and then ^ 
ahe'dbenhdyior good and alL AndaUthefn 

waa of it, ehe foond has folka Mt pat oat and hart, 
and fawtand of pl eaa l iy 'em np and doing the beet 

ahe eonhi, ahe did n't know no better than to ig^ 
Cn^Vi^*oni. She waa wrmg there, bat I hoU to 
it that if they 'd pleaeed her op a U ttle and acme 
weU by her, ahe 'd ha' bloomed oat, and feU right 
in with their wayo. She 'a get oatward amhitiona 
biet I view it aha WM nU a naet of haa 
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^f^^^^almeH to than ; I cUm mj they gtvt bar Um 

^°W^ o' iIm whole oii*t. Adlint ought to had 

^ •ma to ita thay had aonia right oo thair aida. 

f c^ aay ha wm tha amartaat (allow in hia elaaa 

to^oU^a.'* 

** Good King Agrippy I how hot it doaa git»** aaad 

Jnka riaing indignantly, na if tha fira alone wara to 

blaaa. ** I moat ahora back tha eidar agin or *t will 

hila o?ar, apita of ararything. Bnt *t ia oallad nn- 

wholaaoma to gat a honao full o* damp in tha &di 

o* tha yaar ; *t will fraaM an* thaw in tha walk all 

wtntar. I moat git ma a naw pipa if wa go to tha 

Comara to-morrow. I a*poaa I*Ta toM yaof a pipa 

ft man had aboard tha aehoanar that tima I want 

ipaaa?** 

Martin gava n littla gmmbia of aaaant 
M *T waa mada o' aoma aort o* whitiah atnff lika 
a^i bat *t waVt ahapad lika nooa alaa Io?ar aaa 
nad it had n ail?ar trimroin* roond it } 't waa vaiy 
Bgbt to handle and it dmwad moat azoaUent. I 
tfnya kind o* expeeiad ha may have atola its ha 
vaa a hard lookin' eastoniar«n Dntehman,orfrom 
o* them parte o' tha earth. I wiah while I 
abont it r d gone one trip mora.** 
••Waa it yon waa tallin* me that Adline waa to 
again in LowaUT I ahonldn't tUnk Ler 
ra folka wonld want the ehild to be fetahed 
wp tbeve in them boardin' hooaca ** ^ 
•Belike they don't*** rmponded Jaooh, ••bnt 
they get Ad'line ta aoma raond to their 
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they *ll have canaa to thank tlieoMeltea. 8ha*ejn8l 
like her gre*t grHndair Thaeher ; yoo can aee ahe *e 
made unt o' the aame atnff. Yon might ha' bnmt 
him to the elake, and he 'd aiiek to it be liked it 
• bHtM* 'n hanging and al'aya meant to die tliat way. 
There 'a an awf nl bad atreak in them Thaeham* 
an* yoo know it aa well aa I do. I expect tliaie 11 
be bad and good Thaehera to the end o' time. 
I 'm ghui for the old hidy a aake that John ain't 
one o* the drinkin* once. Ad'line 'll give no fin 
^rora to her bneband'a (olka« nor take none. 
There *e plenty o' wronga to both aidea, bnt aa I 
▼iew it» tha hmger ba*d lived the worae "t wonld 
been (or him. She wae a writ made, pietty kwh- 
in' girl, bnt I tell ye 't wae like aetting a laykMsk 
bnah to grow.beaida an allnm tree, and expecting of 
*am to keep together. They waVt matea. He'd 
had a different fetohin' ap, and be wna diffemt, 
Md I wa'n't aorpriaed when I come to aee bow 
thinga had Umad oot, — I believe I ahall have to 
eel the door open n half a minute, 't ia gettin' 
draadfnl** — bnt there waa a andden finrry ont^ 
aidai and tha aonnd of heavy fbotatepa, the bark 
of the atartlad car, who waa growing very old and 
a Uttle deaf, and Mm. Martin bont into the room 
and aank into the nenreat chair, to gather a littla 
braath balefo ake conU tell her errand. -For 
God*e eake what *a happened r ** cried the 

They praaentad n pietare of mii«led 

^ viMty at which Miil Martin wonld havaCnt 

" " •! ••y other 
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K A COONTBY DOOTOM. 

t^ %wt IknmnI rad iMM w«r»wtU bade UmuA 
A^ WImt tidk oI Um rami fmn iIm tm* wbidi 
i^Wd ili own t it was growing toward low tido 
!• Qia cidor jag and iUattendaat magi, and tto 
f^ w«a lying idW. Tbo mtotrw o( tba old 
fafailwM did not fail to iiotioe tliat high traaMNi 
M bias oomoriUad daring bar abort aboMMai ImU 

aha aMda so aomoMiit npon tba fiiaplaoa nor aa 
aaylUagalaa, and gaapad at aooB ataba aoiild tbat 

aM al tba OMB nraat go rigbt np to tba Comata 
te tba doetor and barry back witb bim, for *t was 

A aaaa al Ufa and daatb. 

•• Mb* Thaebar r ** ••Wmh mAotkl'' mAni 
tiii btatbaia in aonwfttl baata, wbila Mta, Martin 
taU tba and litda aiory of Adalina'a baling aonM 
inm nobody know wbara, wat and forlora, aarry- 
obild in bar arma. Sba kwkad at if aba 
fa tba kit atagaa ^ a daollna. Sba bad 
an joat at tba dooratap and tbay bad bimgbl 
in, bdiaring tbat aba waa daad. •«Batwbila 
AaM *a Ktai tbam 'a bopa,** aaid Mrk Martin, «« and 
I H go bnak witb yon if yon *11 bamaaa np. Jn- 
mat atop tokwk aftar tbia gra't Ara ar'twai 
tba bonaa down,*" and tbia waa tba pnniab. 
wbieb bafaU Jacob, ainaa nolUng aba would 
hn^ kapt Uaa froM abo joamaying toward tba 



A Itltla klar tba bawiUarad bona bad bean 
fnllj wakanad and bamaaaad ; Jaaob*a daogbtar 

aa g a ily ant la haari^it 
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AT JAU AND MAMnN'A t» 

bad bq^panad t Mia. Martin bad aon^bow fonnd 
a abanca amidat aU tba aonforion to OMsand to bar 
garrH in (|oaat of aoma otaf ol lamadiaa b tba 
ahapa of barba. and tban aba and bar boaband aH 
fortb on tbatr benarolaat arraoda. Martin waa 
irary apt to look on tba dark aida of thinga, and 
it waa a onriooa faet tbat wbib tba two aittaia 
wara lika tba brotbara, ona baing belinad to da- 

apoodanaj and ono to anthnabam, tba babnaa waa 
wail kapt by aaeb af tba awn baTing abbaen bb 
opporfta in tanipanunant Aoooidingiy, wbib 
Martin baoTad n grMt aigh frooi tiaa to tiaa and 
groanad toftiy, -Paia gal— pota gal Pbb part* 
■•^ ^^ bfimfnl of aaabna aagamcaa ta ratnm to 
tba aoana af dbtiaaa and aorrow wbieb aba bad 
blaly left Nast to tba doctor bimodf, aba wnt 
tba aatbority on all aralfaal anbjaeta'for tfiat 
naighlMNbood, and it waa aoaM tiaM rinaa bar 
akiU bad baan naadad. 

•«Doaa tba yonng ana aaam Ukalyf'* aikad 
Martin witb aolaon anrlodty. 

- Fbr 'a I aonW aa%- anawarad bb wHa pwnptly, 
1^ "^^^r took no gmat notfaa af it Fbm 

Ad*bna aatobad boU of it witb anoh a grip aa aba 
waa aoain* to tbat wa oonUn*t git it away from 

barandbad tofatob'aminbotbtoanoa. Com 
mga tba baaat abng, Martin, III gira ya tba paiw 
tbTaia t o a iorraw , I do* know*a Ad*Una*a linn* 
Mw. Wa got bar rigbt to bad *a I told yon, and 
I aat rigbt aC aanaidirin* tbat I conU git ofor tba 

if mj. Mb' Thnahar af 
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A COUNTBY DOCTOtL 

ii*t )mf% and ium'% hMTier tban I bt." 

*• milt was happily oonoaolad bj tha dark- 

l Ua wife and bar Mstar had both giowa ttoal 

1 J aa tbaj giaw oldar« bat aaeh iaaittad apon 

I giiator magniioda and oooaaqoanl in- 

for qidok morament A eaaoal obtarrar 

not hava baeii panuadad that tbara waa 

d*a walght of ditfaianoa batwaan thann. 

^CatttiA Dyar maakly aoggeaiad that parhapa 

^*4 batftar go in a minnta to aaa if tbara waa 

•^V^ing Mia' Thaohar naadad, bat Elita, hU wifa. 

f*^^itl7 said that tha did n*t want anything bat 

^^ doalor aa qaiok as tlia ooald get bin, and dia- 

H ^ a a iad np tha abort lana wliila tha wagon rat- 

^M away np tha load. Tha whita mist from tha 

^^m alang oioaa to tha earth, and it waa impotei- 

Ue ta aea afan the fanoaa near at band, thoogb 

nwitiaJ thaia ware a few dim etark Tha air 

ha^ grown ioinawbat eof tar, yet Ubare waa a abarp 

ahiU fai it, and tha groand waa wat and itkky 

nadar foot. There ware lighta in tha bedroom 

and in tha kitehan af Iha Thaohar hooae, bnt end- 

danfy the bedroom eandia flidcared away and tha 

waa darkaned. Ifaa. llartin*a heart gaira 

plak thvab, parhapa Adeline had already died. 

H^l^ haira been a aborUightad pieoeof bnrip 
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torn AMD DIATB. 

Mdioom after ahe had eaoM to her ianeaiL Rkm 

tag «liair oloM to tiM almw. MMi Um alM wm> iiii^ 

*>or. AByoo«ollMii«lkbl«»»mwoUdb«i. 
b«ta»y«l tb. Aook wkfak tfc. .^ oHS dlT 

br * li «. n„i I I , .^^^ Mwn i hiHJ m> uJHIT^ 

-How lo«g hm fhkWn ,^n' -, AdTin.? 

toS»» v^.^ >«- brf« .«i g^ do^ 

W»d MgbtaMd wh« tU. ,..rtfc»lBg b«M. 

to !>•« tb. unrar. -"-"' "^ 
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A COUNTRY DOCTOR. 

&• youiig womiim m if it w«re almost impoMibU 
to main tha aOort oT apeaUng. •• 8aa i( ilia 
hAj'aaovaiadep warm, will you, Annt *Liiar*' 

•* Yaa, dear,** aaid tha UiidUbaartad woman, tba 
taaia alaiiiag to bar ayaa at tha aoniid oT tha fa- 
miliar afaetiooata fashion of apaadi which Ada- 
Km had naad in har ohildhood. •'Don't yon 
worry onamitas wa *ra going to taka oaia of yon 
aadtbalittia gal too t*" and than nobody apoka, 
whBa tha only aonnd waa tha difficult bt a athing 
ol tha poor Ofoataia by tha fira. ShaaaamadUka 
Ma dying, tbaia waa io littla Ufa Mtinharaftar 
hrr pitaona bomaward joomay. Tha molbar 
watdad bar aagarly with a mingled fading ^ 
daapalr^and ooadort} it wm tarribli 
nhfld ratniii fai anab md plight, bnt it 
lag to baia bar aaf a at homo, and to ba aUa to 
minbtar to bar wanta while life laalad. 

Thay aU liatwied eagerly for the aonnd of 
whadii bnt it aeemed a kmg time befota Martin 
Dyer latanad with tha dootor. Hahad bean met 
Inat M ha was ooming hi fmn tha other divaotion« 

and tba two man bad only panaed while tha tired 
home waa made oomfbrtaMa* and a aleepy boy 
diapalobed with the medidne for wUob be had 
hmg bean waiting. Thadoetor*aboniekerperhad 

' baaongbt bim to wait long anongb to eat the rap* 
par wbleh aba bad kept waiting, bnt ba lapgbed at 

barandabook Ua bead graTely, aa if be already 
nndofalood that there ahonid be no delay. When 
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faction of hit preMnce was felt by cTcry one« It 
waa moat touohing to tea the pataent*a fim loae ita 
worried look, and grow qniet and eombrtaUe m 
if here ware aoma one en whom the could entiraly 
depend. Tbadoctor'a greeting waa an arary-day 
cheerfnlriaponee to tha women's welcome, and ha 
atood for a minute warming hie handa at tha fiia 
M if ha had coma upon a oommoopbce errand. 
Thers was something singuhurly salf-ialiaat and 
. composed ahont him ; one felt that he was tha 
wieldsr of great powers orar the enamiea, dissaaa 
and pain, and that hia brmTa hascl ayea ahowad a 
rare ihoughtfnbicm and fbmatght Tba rough 
driring coat which be had thrown off rovaalad a 
slender flguro with the bowed shouldais'of an 
untiring aohoiar. Hia bead was finely est and 
adwlarly, and thero was that about him which 
gave cMtaiaty, not only of hia sagacity and skill, 
but of hie true manhood, his mastery of himaelt. 
Not only in thia larm-houae kitchen, but wherorer 
one might phm him, he instinctively took com. 
mand, while from his grsat knowle4ga of haman 
aaturo ba conld undeiatand and help many of hia 
P^^^ts whose ailflMuto were not wboUy phyaicaL 
He see med to road at a ghum the 
oon^ow of the young woman who had fled 
tha home of her childhood, dying and y 
defeated, from tha battle-field of liia. And in 
this first moment he rtoogniacd viib diamay tha 
^' la of that passkm for «fObg drin^ which bad 
tbaeuneaf morotKan 
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A COUNTRY DOCTOR. 

—^ the pdlor and the purifying influence of her 
Mofftd illMM oouU not di^guiM Umm umltUk- 

m^Am SUniti 

••Yoa OMi*t do mo any good, doctor, ebe 
whfaptiod. *« I tboold n't have let yoa come if it 
had bceo only that I don't care how toon I am 
oat of thte world. Bat I want 700 ehoald look 
altar my little girl/* and the poor tool watched the 
phyeloiaa*a face with keen anxiety at if she fearrd 
to see a ehadow of onwiUingnettt hot none came. 
•«I will do the beat I can,** and he etill held her 
wriet, appamtly thinking more of the flottering 
pake than el what poor Adeline was Mying. 

•«That waa what made me willing to come 
bad^** aba continued, ** yoa don*t know how cloee 
I f tit^ to not doing it either. John will be good 
la ber, bat the will need eomebody that knows 
the world better by and by. I wonder if yoa 
eooM a*t ahow me how to make oat a piiper 1 
giriag yoa the right orer lier UU she is of age? j 
She most stay heia with mother, long as she wanU 
her. *T is what I wish I had kept sense enough 
to do; life hasn*t been all play to me;** and the 
leais began to toll quickly down the poor crea^ 
taia*s thin cheeks. «« The only thing I care aboot 
is haTiag the baby wtU phosd, and I want her 
ta haiaa good chanee to grow ap aoseful woman. 
And mcslof all ta keep b« oat of iMrhands,! 
her father's folks. I hate *am, and ha cared 
ibr*am than he did for me, long at thekst 
alit...Iooddlsayo«alorissr — 
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••But not to-night, Addj," said the doctor 
graToly, as if he were speaking to a child. ^ We 
mast pat yoa to bed and to sleep, and yoa can 
talk aboat all thcee troabkaooM things in the 
morning. Yoa shall see aboot the papers too, if 
yoa think best Be a good giri now, and let yonr 
mother help yoa to bed.- For the resolato spirit 
had summoned the few poor fragments of ritality 
that were left, and the sick woman was growing 
more and more excited. ^ Yoa may have all the 
pillows yoa wish for, and sit up in bed if yoa like, 
hot yoa most a*t sUy here any longer,** and he 
gathered her in his arms and quickly carried her 
to the next room. She made no resistance, and 
took the medicine which Mm. Martin brought, 
without a word. Thero was a bUsing fira now la 
the bedroom fira-phce, and, as she ky ^U, her 
fM took on a satisfied, rested look. Her mother 
sat beside her, tearfaU and yet contented and glad * 
to hare her near, and the others whispered to- 
gether in the kitchen. It might have bean the 
last night of a kng iUness instead of the sadden, 
■tartling entrance of sorrow in human ^hn pt 
^^No,** said the doctor, •«she cannot last much 
longer with eaeh a coogh as that, Mm. Dyar. 
She has almost reached the end of it. I only 
hope thai she will go quickly.** 

And saro enough ; whether tha fatal iUnces had 
run its nataral oonrsa, or whether the axeitameat 
' ^oed strength of the areaing beforo had 
the eaMU pottmn of staas^th thai was 
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bft, wben the Uto dawn lighted again thoM who 
walobed, it fevnd them dcepiiig* and <ma was 
Mw to waka again in the world alia had found 
ao diwppobting to her ambitiooa, and to vntruo 
la ito fanoiad praniaea. 

Tha doolor bad pmniMd to rainrn aarly, bat it 
waa baldly daylight bafore thara waa anothar Tiai- 
tar in advaaoa o( him. Old Mra. Meakar, a naigh- 
bor whoa nobody likad« bat whoaa laTor ovary- 
body Jbr aoBM laaaon or othar waa aazioaa to kaep, 

caaa knowing at tha door, and waa let in toina* 
what ralmitantly by Mia. Jake, who waa jart pro- 
paring to go homo in ordar to land ona or both 
tha biothara to tha yillaga and to aoqaaint John 
Thaoharwith the and nawa of hia mtar'a daath. 
Ho waa oldar than Adalina, and a nknt man, 
aliaady growing to ba aldarly in hia appaaranoa. 
Tha woman had toM tbammlTas and eaeh other 
Ibat ha woald take thia aorrow vary hard, and 
Mia. Thaahar had aaid aonowfally that aba moat 
hida bar daoghtar'a poor worn dotbaa» aiaoa it 
woald biaak John'a heart to know aba had ooma 
home ao baggariy. Tha ahock of ao mneh troobia 
waa atonning the mother; ahe did not underatand 
yet, aba kept taUing the kind frienda who aorrowed 
with her« aa ahe boaied heraalf with tha piepara. 
liona for tha fonetmL •« It don't aaam aa if *t waa 
Addr.** aha aaid orer and orer agatn« •'bat I feel 

now, to what I did,** and Mn. 

Martin« good haipfnl aanla and 
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brimfol of coropamion, w«nt to and fro with their 
oaoal diligenee aloMat aa if thia ware nothii^ oat 
of tha oomflBon eoaiie of evanta. 

Mia. Meeker had heard the wagon go by and 
had eaaght the eoond of the doetor*a Toioe, her 
booae being eioee by the road, and aba had alao 
watobed the nnaaaal Ughta. It waa annoying to 
the Dyera to have to anawer qom ti o o a, and to be 
ealled open to griere oatwardly jaat then, and it 
aaeoMd dialoyal to the dead woman in the nest 
room to enter open any diaonmion of her aftiira. 
Bat praaently the little ehild, whom nobody had 
thoagfat of axoapt toaee that ahe atiU alept, waked 
and got down from the old aettle where ahe had 
apent tha ni^t, and walked with nnateady abort 
foolatepa toward her grandmother, who eaaght bar 
qaiekly and bald her faat in her anna. The little 
thing looked panled, and frowned, and aeemed 
lor a owoMnt nnhappy, and then the aanahine of 
her good natora drove away the dooda and aha 
elappcd her handa and langhad alood, while Mra. 
Meeker began to ery ^pim at the eight of thia 
aneonaoioaa orphan* 

Tm aora rm ghd aba ean laogh,** aaid Mia. 
Martin. *• She 11 Cnd enoogh to cry aboat hOer 
en} I foraaee ahe *11 be a great deal o* eompany to 
yoa, Mia* Thaoher.** 

••Tboogh *tain*t ewy one that baa tha 
atrangth to feleh ap a ehild after they raaoh yonr 
yearn,** aaid Mra. Meeker, moomfully. •'It*aao» 
hot I don*t doabt atiei^ witt be 



'(^•"•'^tmmm'im^fmm 



^hmmm 



IS A commr dochul 

Kim TOO. I ••pot» Ukdy b«r liiUiart folk! will 

doagood d«a lor hw.- — and die Ihwt women 
hwkod ftl Meh oOmt, bttt iMiUiwr took U upon her- 

toU to AMWor. 

AU thai day Iho neighbow and aoqoamtancet 
earn and wont in the lana that lod to tha farm- 
booM. The brothort Jako and Martia nado joor- 
soyt to and from the Tilhgo. At night John 
Thaehor came homo from ooart with as little to 
mj m OYor, hot, ai OTerybody oboerred, looking 
jeaie older. Young Mm. Prinoe't retom and end- 
den death wan the only eobjecti worth talking 
abottt in aU tto ooontry eide, and the dootor had 
to mn the nenal gauntlet of qneotione from aU 
hie ontlying patienta and their familiee. Old Mrk 
nuMsher looked pale and exoited, and inttited npon 

eaeing every one who came to the hoaie« with 
•rident intention to pUy her part in this etrange 
drama with axactncM and eoorte^* Afnneralin 
the eonntry ie always an era in a family's lite; 
•vente daU f lom it and oentre in it. There are 
ao lew einmmetanoee that hafo in the least a pnb- 

lie nataie that these oonspieooos days reemire all 
the more attention. 

Bnt while death seems far more aetonkhing 
and naaatnral in a eity, where the great tide of 
life rises and falls with little apparsnt regard to 
the eiaking wreeks, in the eonntry it is not so. 
The neighbow themssltes aie these who dig the 
gm^ mrf eany the dead, whom they or their 
- - - md(y,lathelastiestinCTtoa*. 
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Un AND DBATB. 

With all natnrs looking oo«— the IsaTsa that 

most fall, and the gram of the 6eld thnt mast 

wither and he gone when the wind passes OYor,— 

liring oloser to life and in plainer sight of death, 

they have a different senw of the mysterice of ex- 

istenee. They pay homage to Death rather than 

to the deed ; they gather from the lonely farms 

by soorm beeaose there is a faneraL and not be- 

eanss their friend is dead ; and the dey of Ado- 

line Prince's bariel, the manreloos mrmmifances, 

with which the whole town was alieady 

broQght a grsat company together to folk 

en her last jonmey* 

The day was wnrm and the sonshine feU 

singly orer the pastorm as if it were trying to call 

back the flowers. By afternoon theio was a tinge 

of greennem on the slopm and under the gnarkd 

applc^tiees, that had besn lost for days belbia, 

and the distant bilk end mountains, which could 

be seso in a oirole from the high Und when the 

Thaeher larm-houee stood, were dim and blue 

through the Indian eummer base. The old men 

who came to the f eneral were their faded winter 

orerooats and clumsy caps all ready to be pulled 

down OTor their earn if the wind should change t 

and their wives were also wermly wnpped, with 

great shawls orer their rounded, haid-workad 

•houldem; yet they took the best warmth and 

pieasantnem into their heartsi and watched the sad 
pnweedmgs of the aflsciMmi with deepsst latsnst. 

The doctor eama hmyiiv toward home jwt an 




40 A COUVTRY DOCTOtL 

Am long prooeMioQ wm going down the pMlnrOi 
and be MW it oroMtng a low bill ; a dark and tlMi- 

dtr eolonni wiib bate and tbere % ebild walking 
basidooM ol tba aldor numrnon. Tbe bearen 
wwt lint wilb Ibo bier; tbo tnMsk wat nnavon, 
and tba proeattion wat kat to aigbt now and tb«n 
babind Iba alopaa. It waa forannr a mjtlary; 
tbaaa paopla migbt baTO baan a aompanyof Druid 
wonbipara, or of atranga nortbarn prieaU and 
tbair paopla* nnd tba dootor abackad bia impaliant 
bona m bo watebad tba ratnating figana at tbair 
ainpla oaremooy. Ha ooald not balp tbinking 
Hfhat atranga waya tbia ebild of tbe old iarm bad 
followed, and wbat n qniat ending it wat to ber 
wandering Ufa. •^And I ba?e promiaed to look 
all« tbe little girl,** be iaid to bimaeU ea be drore 

away np tbe loed. 

It waa a long walk lor tbe elderly people from 
tte bonaa near tbe main bighway to tbe little 
barying-gRNind. In tbe earlieat daya of the farm 
tin dwelling-place waa neanr tbe riTer, wbicb waa 
tben tbeebief tborougbfan; and tboae of tbe fam- 
fly wbo bad died tben were baried on tbe level 
bit of npland ground bigb abore tbe river ilaelf. 
Then waa a wide ontlook over the coontry, and 
tbe youg pine tnea that fringed Ibe abon aang 
te tbe eontb wind, while aome great birda awnng 
to and fro orerbead, watching tbe water and tlie 
a toang eeoaqpany of people wbo bad come aoalowly 
Ibehmd. A flock of abeep bed fentued to 
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Ibe neareat hillock of the next paatore, and atood 
then (earfully, with opraiacd beada, aa if they 
looked for danger. 

John Thaclier bad brought hie iiater'a child all 
the way in bia arma, and aba had cUppad bar 
handa and laughed aloud and tried to talk a great 
deal with tbe few worda the had learned to mj. 
She waa vary gay in her baby (aahion ; aba waa 
amuaed with the little crowd ao long aa it did not 
trouble her. She f ratted only when the grare, kind 
man, for whom aba bad inaUntly felt a great affao. 
Uon, aUyed too long by that deep bole in the 
ground and waptaa he aaw a atrange thing that 
tbe people bad carried all tha way, put down into 
it out of eight When he walked on again, aba 
kngbed and pkyed ; but after they bad raacbed 
tbe empty gray bouae, which tomebow looked that 
day aa if it ware a mourner alao. aba abrank 
from all tbe atrangera, and teemed ditmayed and 
perplexed, and called her mother eagerly again and 
again. Tbia touched many a heart The dead 
woman had been mon or lem unfamiliar of lafe 
yean to all of them \ and tben wire few wbo bad 
K^ly griercd for her until her little child bad 
reminded them of ita own lonelinem and lota. 

That n^t, after tbe honte waa atUl, John 
Tbacber wrote to acquaint Mim Prince, of Dun- 
port, with bit titter*t death and to tay that it waa 
her wiab that tbe child tbould nmain with them 
during ite mbMN%. They abould fbrmallj ap- 
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Xs th* gt*7 booM OD tha hill, <ma •priaj wmt 
by and jmoUiar, knd it M«m«d to Um bwj dootor 
aaljr » fsv moatli* from th« night b« fint mw 
bia ward before aha wa* old «nou^ to eoma w^ 
barlj to ehoicb with bar gnndoMtbar. Ha had 
almya aaan bar tmm tima to tima, for ba bad ofta? 
bean ealled to tba farm or to tha Djrara ajul ba 
waloliad bar at pUy. Onoa aba had atoppcd bia 
H ba drora by tO|[ira biin a littla baitJful o( Um 
violaU, and ibia had gooa atraight to hla haart, for 
ba had baaa inada too ffraat a bogbaar to moat 
chlldraa bo look for anr faror at tbair baoda. 
Ha alwmyi Ultad to ara bar oona into ebareb oa 
8<inday«i bar ttepa growing qulekar and asrar aa 
bar good grand (Dother'a baoama mora f««bls. Tba 
dootor waa a ioDcIy man in apita of faia many 
friawla, and ba found binualf vatcbing for tba lit- 
tla brown faea that, balf-way acroaa tha old m««i> 
in^booaa, would tarn roand to look for bin Bora 
tlwa OBoa daring tha Mrriea. At fiiat tbara waa 
•alj tba top of littla Nan Prinoa'i pria brat bon- 
■M m baod to ba aaM, ■■laaa it waa wbaa ttm 
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ilood op in prayeMime, but toon Um bright eyes 
IMS Uka tton •bore the horizon of the pow ml- • 
ing, and nast thew wm the whole welUpoieed 
Utile heed« and the tell child wm po w c u e d bj n 
eoDM el propriety, end only Tentnfed one or two 
dieeieet glnneee el her old friend. 

The oAee of gonrdien wee not one of greet 
teeke or of many datiee, thoogh the ehild*e aant 
had inttiled npon making an alk>wanoe for her of 
a hondied doUaie a year, and thie w« doly ao- 
knowkdged and placed to iU owner'e credit m 
the MTinge bank of the next town. Her grand- 
oMther Tbacher always refmed to epead It, «y. 
lag pioodly that the had nerer been beholden to 
Mies Prince and the never meant to be» and while 
ehe fired the annt and niece ahould be keptapart 
She woold not My that her daughter had noTcr 
been at bolt, bat it was throogh thePrlneee aU 
tiM tmible of her life had come. 

Dr. Leelle was mindfol of his lespondbiUUes, 
and knew mon of his ward than was ofer sue. 
pcet«L He was eager that the best district 
adiool teacher who could be found ehoold be pro- 
emd for the ThaAer and Dyer neighborhood, 
and hi many waye betook peine that the little 
gifl should haToall good things that were possible. 
He only knghed when her grandmother com- 
phfamd ttwt Nen would not be driven to eebooU 
pewuaded, and that she wae playing in 

wiM am the paetane when 



she should be doing other things. Ura. Thacher, 
periiape unconsciously, h^d looked for some trace 
of the fatber*e good bnwdiog aod gentlefolk faeb- 
ions, buLihae-jias not a child who took kindjy 
to needlework and pretty elothce. %hmwmmUmm.\'^ 
bsrty friemHy with eteryonct she did 

coufttsed even wheo the minisler came lo 

yeariy parochinl visitatioo, and as for the doctor, 
he miglit have been her own age, lor all bumil- 
ity she thought it necessary to show in the piee. 
once of this ohiet among her rlden and betleia.1 
Old Sis. Hedier gave little pulle at her grand- 
daughter*e sleevee when she krpt turning to eee 
the doctor in eenwm^ime, but she never knew 
how ghMl he wae, or how willingly he emiled 
wlien he felt the child*s syce watching him ae a 
dog's might have done, foroing him co forget the 
poaching alti^gether and to attend to this dumb 
rsquest forsympathy. One blessed day Dr. Lea. 
lie had waited'in the church poinh and gravely 
taken the ehild*e hand as she came ont ; aodeaid 
that he should like to take her home with him t 
he wae going to the fewer part of the town kte 
in the af tecnoon and would leave her then at the 
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".. th. doctor -id. to wbUA 
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to the doctor*! little gveet It wwM hmw been 
e Iierd«beiirted penon fa idetd who did not enter 
eome wbat inio llie epirit of tbe ebiM*e deUgbt In 
•pile o( tti being the irat ihne the bed efer ent a 
nnj tnble bnt her grondnKitherV the wee not nwfc* 
ward or nneoailortAble, end wee to bnngiy thni 
the gnre picntare to her entertninere in thnt wny 
if no other. The doctor hnned beck in hit chair 
and waited whib the eteond portion el pndding 
tlowly ditiippeared« thongh Uarilla oonU Imto 
told thnt he nenallydid not give hnlf tinM enongh 
to hb dinner and wat off like an nrrow the liel 
pottible minnte. Before Im took hit often in* 
termpted afternoon napi» he inqnired for tlM dann 
tged thonldcr and rtqncttod a detailed aeoonnt of 
the accident ; and prteeiitly they were botklangli- 
ing heartily at Nain*t datatter, for the o w ned thai 
the had chated and trted n ttray yonng tqnirrel« 
and that a nMeey branch of one of the old npple* 
trace in tlie etniggling orchard bed iMled to bear 
eren eo light a weight ae hert^ Man hnd ecMo lo 
the gronnd becanee the would not looee her hold 
of the tqnirreL thoagh he hnd tlipped t hr cng h her 
handt after all ae the carried hiat t o wa r dt home. 
I he gnett wae pitMMi to becocM a patienl« eppe* 
dally ae the only renN-dr that wae offered wae a 
▼ery eoafortable handfnl of engar plaae Kan 
had nerer owned eo many at once, ami in a trane* 
pert of gratitnde and affection ^ laHid kr lace 
to kiMoodeara 
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Her tjw looked op into bk, and her oimpb 
It to VDOonioboi of tbo triM dungtri 
and perils of this world, thmt hie Tery beert wee 
taiehiid with eooapeaeioii, end he leiigiied himoelf 
Willi tjbB ehild*e good eiigel to defend her egeinel 
^^^r eBoeiiivB* 

And Nen took feet hold of the doetor*e headee 
^hej went to the etndy. This wee the only room 
h the honee whieh the hed seen before; and 
^ae to mndi leiger end pleetenter then eny the 
^^•w eltewbere that the took great delight in it 
It w« A rough place now, the doHor thought, but 
^^^ very eomfortable, and be liiid himtelf down 
^ tiie great eofa with a book in hit hand^ though 
f'W n lew mbntet be grew tleepy and only 
^>»nad hie eyee once to eee that Nan wee perehed 
kigeet chair with her email handt folded, 
feet Tory fer from tho floor. ** You may 
to eee llarilU, or go about the houee any- 
you like ; or there are tome picture-papert 
table,** the doctor laid drowtily, end the 
tlipped down from her throne and went 

away. 

hed thoi^t the etudy a very noble room 

the bad eeen the dining-room, but now ebe 

far anctbar look at the pictaret there end 

ekek, and the etraage, grend thinge on 

wridebonid. The old-faehioned comfort el the 

perfeet epiendcr to the child, end ebe 

I ea tiptoe ip etaim and down, looking 
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in at the open dooie, while the Ungeied witt. 
fally before the eloeed onee. She wondeied at tbe 
great bedetaede witli their high potle aad dimity 
hengingt, aad et the carpete, aad the worthy 
MerilU welched her for a mooMmt et the etood 
on the thrtehold of the doctor*t own room. The 
ohild^t qaiek ear cengbt the luetle of the honm 
keeper*t Sunday gown ; ebe whiepertd with ebia- 
iag eyee that ebe thought the boute wet bcaatifaL 
Did Mariik li^e hero aU the time f 

•• Bbee you, yee I ** repUed lliirilU, not without 
pride, though ebe edded that nobody knew what 
a eight of earo it wee. 

•*I tuppoee yV euat ia Duaport liroeagood 
deel better thaatUe;** but the child only looked 
pumled aad did not aatwer, wUle the boueeke^Mr 
hurried away to the afternoon meeting, for whieh 
the beU wee alreedy loUiag. 

TU doctor eUpl on in the thaded etudy, end 
afltr Naa hed grown tired of walking eoltly about 
the boueoi ebe found her way into the gardea. 
Afttr all, thero wee nothing bettor than being out 
el doon, aad the ap p ie t reet teemed mott fiimU* 
iar and friend ly, though ebe pitied them for being 
pbeed w neer each other. SbediecororedabeMh 
a trellie wbero a grepa^Ttae aad n 
teagled together, and hero ebe eet 
tpead a little time belero the doctor ebe 
She wiAed ^ eeuld etay 

e ft a m ooo; perlwpe eooro tiam or other 
the ietler weeH iavite her 
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ilia baTe maiuii about her aanl ? Sha had no 
«i0niiMn.JalMaad Mrs. Martin; MariUa 
ipril kMV that tbrir booMt ware not iika 
Ltdla'b I and Utik Nan baUt hcneU a fina 
SfMiin, af which this anknown anat wm 
Cartnfaily btr grandmother had now and 
lalbttaw«daboat ""yonr latbMr't folks**— 
bj tbaj might ooaia to tea her I 
grapa Icavae wwe waving aboot in tba 
wfaid, and they uumU a fliekaring light and 
npon the groand. The dcnatit was in 
and ito soft white plnmce fringed the aiab- 
«C the kttiee work.. As the child looked 
m gsiden walk it se e n ie d very long and 
Mtifaltober. Her gnuiidniother*s flower- 
bad been constantly encroaehcd apon bj 
wbkh earfonoded it* nntU the snowberry 
la London pride, the tiger-lilies, and the 
pbloK ware like a besieged garrison, 
bad already foand plenty of wild flowers 
warid } there ware no entertainments pro- 
far ber esoepi thoee the fields and pastures 
beicm her admiring eyee. Old Mrs. 
had been bfoaght ap to consider the 
af this liisi and thoagh she bad taken 
< e njoy men t ae she want alcng» it was 
grim and sober sort SbebelieTcd 
it of friskiness was ae n e o ss 
bsiagias it is to coltSi but 
bebameeeed and made to work. 
Uself she bad little feoticn of thai 
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She likad isb weather, and certain flowers 
to her the decoratiooe of csctaia asetal planti^ 
bat if she had known that her grand-daaghter 
coald lie down beside the a n imcnm aad watch 
them move in tba wind and nod their btads. aad 
afterward hmk ap iato the Una sky to watch the 
great galls abofa the riveiv or the sparrows lying 
I0W9 or the crows who went higher, Mrs. Thecher 
woold bare anderstood alamet nothing of eneb 
delights, and tboagbt it a tery idle way of spend- 
ing one*s time. 

Bat as Nan sat in the old sammer beam ia the 
doctor's garden, she tboagbt of many tbingi thai 
she mast rsmember to tell her grandmetber aboat 
thie ddightfol day. The bote were bamauag hi 
theriaes,and as she looked down the wide garden 
walk it eeemed like the broad aisle m chargb, and 
the congrsgatioa of pbnls and btubes all looked 
at her as if she were ia ths palpit. The chareh 
itself was not imr away, aad the wiadowa 
opon, and some ti mes Nan coald bear the 
er*s Toice, aad by aad by the people bigan to 
sing, and she roee eolemnly, as if it weta bsr own 
in the garden who lifted ap their 
beerf al robia bsgaa a load eelo in 
sne of Dr. Leelie's cbcrry-trece, aad the little gill 
iaaghed aload ia her amko'beliefs 
aad then thegato was opened an 
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mmI ireeti Mid oooe he stopped uid took 

'^ bis pocket knife to trim a etraying bnuioh o( 

ijiMkle, wbieh had wilted and died. When 

to tlie eanimer-hooeei he found hie gneet 

there demnrely with her hands folded in 

lap. Slie had gathered some little sprigs of 

Md a few blossoms of periwinkle and late 

of the Tallej, and they ky on the bench 

**8o yon did not go to ehorch with 

ilia f ** the doctor eaid. •« I dare eay one eei^ 

a day b enoogh for so small a pereon ae 

' For Naa*s part, no sermon at all woald 

eaaoad little eorrow, thoogh she liked the 

It of the Sunday drive to the Tilbige. 

oalj emiled when the doetor spoke, and ga?a 

^ ^Umtle sigh of eaiisfaction a minote aftarwaid 

he esated himeelf beside her. 

^% mast be off presently,** he toM her. ••I 

% long drive to take before night I wonid 

go with me, bat I am afraid I shonld keep 

long past year bedtime.** 

_ liule giri kwked In hb kind face appeal- 

^^9^y 1 she eoold not bear to have the day oone 

end. The doctor epoke to her as if she 

(rown np and nnderstood everything, and 

her. It b very hard to be constantly 

thai one b a Aild, as if it wese a orima 

eocbty. Dr. Leslie, nnlike many othersi 

Uks cUldrsn becaase they were childrsn | 

and then nmde friende with one, jest as 

and then to hb narrsw etrsb of 



JH 



I 



J SUNDAY 

grown friends. He felt a certain responsibility 
for thb little girl, and oongratoUtM hinuelf upon 
feeling an instinciiTe fondoem for her. The good 
old minister had said only that morning that love 
b the great motive power, that it b always easy 
to do things for those whom we love and wbh to 
please, and f or thb rsason we ai^ tanglit to pimy 
for love to Ood, and eo conqoer the dtffioolty of 
holiness. *" Bat I most do my daty by her at any 
rate,** tU doctor told himeelf. ••I am afraid I 
have forgotten the child someiHmt in past jeaiii 
and she b a height littie creatain.** 

-Have yoa been taking good cam of yoaiw 
•eUr**U added alond. *« I was very ciind, tsr I 
was oat twice in the night taUag cam of ebk 
people. Bnl yon mast come to sse me agab 
•oms day. I daie say yon and llarill^ have 
made friends with each other. Now we mast 
go. I snppose,** and Nan Priac^ stUl stlent,-.fQr 
the pleasars of thb time was almost too great,— 
took hold of the doclor*s ontstietchcd hand, and 
they went sbwiy np the garden walk tcgdher. 
As they drove elowly down the etieet thfj ami 
the pei^ who were coaring from cbnrnht md 

the child eat np very etnOgbt b the old gig; with 
her feet on the doctor's medidne-box, and was 
•ars that everybody osast be envying her. She 
«>MMght it wae more pleasant thaa ever that 
•fttmocn, ee tbej passsd thioagh tU epen oona- 
try oataide the vilbget the Celds and the trme 
* andlhadbtanliivernns 
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iM^i^g in Um mm. Nm looked ainioaily for 

^W (faj faurm-lioiiie for two or throo minotM bo- 

*Qi% tkj OMBO in ligfai of it, bul allMt it ibowed 

^^nU; standing firm on tho hilbide. It Momod % 

Sr tisM MBee tho bad kft bomo in tbo morning, 

^ tUn bonatifnl day was to be ono of tbo land- 

.*>irb oi Imt memory. life bad fuddeoly grown 

''•oh larger, and ber familier borisoa bad Tan* 

'"^ mmI ebe dieeorefod a great dtetanoe stretob- 

% Sm^ beyond the old Umite. She went grarely 

familier kitchen, holding fett Ibe bite of 

the periwinkle flowers, qoite rsedy to 

ber grandmotber^s qaestions, though she 

Jy too oertain that it would be impossible 

any one the whole dear story of that June 

tor, OS MerUla eune sedately bomoi 

fai the driveway some frsdi hoof* 

wbieb pointed toward the strset, end 

i^ assnied herself that they oould not have 

Tory long bebrs. ** I wonder wbal 

of *em hare been doing all the nfleiw 

T**sheseidtoherself. •*8be*inUttIeledy, 

Tfclithl is ; and it*s n bumin* shame she ahonld 

lo mn wild. I nerer set so mnob by ber 

«ne dad, but growin* things bee 

they hare looti end prioUee 

Theeheri wiU flower ont 
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Oks morning Dr. Leslie remembered an old 
patient whom be liked to go to sse now and then, 
perhaps mors from the eourtesy and friendlioem 
of the thiiy than from any hope of giring profee- 
iional ambtanoob The old saik>r. Captain Finch, 
had long before been eond emn ed as unseaworthy, 
baTing soffsrsd for nmny yean from the effecU of 
a bad fall on shipboard. He was a obrerf ol and 
wiee person, and the doctor was much attac)ied to 
him, besidm knowing that be bad borne hb Im- 
prisoament with great patience, for his life on one 
of the most sediaded farms of the region, sur- 
rounded by his wife*s kmsfolk, who wero all hnda> 
men, could hardly be ealled anytiiing else. The 
doctor had once made a Toyage to Fayal and from 
thence to Bngiand b a sailing-resssl, baTiag been 
ioOMwhat dtUeate in heakh in his younger days, 
and this made Um a mors btelligeot listener to 
the ci^taan*s stories than was often arailable. 

Dr. Leslie had brought his caee of medicioee 
from men Cores of habit, but by way of special 
pmv^tion he had taken also i 
of hie beat e%arai and wmp|^ 
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M of Um largo tboeis of lettorfoper 

lay OS Us itiidy table near bj. Abo he bad 

before the old eideboard in die carefully 

diniiig'4rooiii, and taken a bottle of wine 

one of ite cnpboardt. ** Thw will do him 

good than anything, poor oU fellow^** he 

liioMelft with a endden warmth in Ui own 

nd a feeling of gratefal pleasnre beeauee 

thonghi of doing the kindnem. 

^CmiMa ealled eageriy from the kitehen wfaidow 

where he wee going, patting her hand out 

the momingflory TineOi which 

«Umbed their etringe and twitted their etemt 

natil they ehui oat the worid from their 

e eight Bni the doctor only answered 

Im shonld be baA at dinner tinm, and settled 

e u a do t to bly in his carriage, smiling as 

ariUa*s displeaMne. She seldom 

to escape her, if she were once 

en the ssent of it, thongh she gmmbled 

and ftold hstself that she only cared to know 

•he of the people who might come, or to 

Hpinsl the aoddrnt of hie being among 

_ in esse of sadden need. She foond 

hilsrcsting when there was e?en a small 

lo be pnttled oirer. It was impossible 

JDf. LssHe lo resist tsasing his fisithfnl hand* 

fa a whoa, bat he did it with proper 

iispeet, and their friendship was 

bj Ihsoi sobsr jokes nther than torn 
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The horm knew as well as his master thai 
nothing of partioahir importance was in band, and 
howcTor well he always eaoght the spiril of the 
occasion when there was need for harry, he now 
jogged along the road, going stowly where the tieee 
cast a pleasant sliade, and paying mors attention 
to the flies than to anything else. The doctor 
seemed lo be in deep thoogbt, and old Major nn« 
derstood that no notice was to be taken of 
stent slight tonches of the whip which hii 
held carelessly. It had been hot, duty w«uhsr 
antil the day and night bebrs, when hsary show- 
ers had fallen ; the ooantry was looking fieskand 
the flelds and trees wers washed desn at lasl 
from the white dost that had powdeied them and 
giren the farms a barren and diseooraged kwk. 
They had oome in sight of Mrs. Thac^'k 
on its high hillside,and were jnsi pmriag 
the abode of Mrs. Meeker, which was close by the 
roadside in the low hmd. This was a small, 
wrathrr-beaten dweUing, and the pink and ted 
hollyhocks showed themselres in flae array 
against ite giay walls. lu mistrsm*s piesaie na- 
ture had one aMst rsdcemiag qoali^ in her lofn 
for flowers and her gift in amking them grew, 
and the doctor foigafe her many things for the 
sake of the brighl little garden in the midst el 
the sandy kads which sarroanded htr gaidm 
with their nnshadcd barmincss. The toad thai 
«rossrd these was hoi in snmsMr and swepi by 
Utisr winds fa winter. Il was like a Ml eC 
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^>pcd bj mitlalm aroong the green fannt and 
ng-fed fbfeeli thmtoorered tbe rest o( the river 
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wotinel wm ever more tteadftst to hit doty 

&me el war and dtaorder thiin Mrs. Meeker, 

Ml by the front window, from which the 

^ tee ione distance either way along the 

»%ed road. She was often absent from her own 

to render assistance of one sort or another 

, her neighbors, bat if she were at home it 

impossiUe for man, woman, or child to go by 

i her challenge or careful inspection. She 

oonriers of her neighbors, and sent tliese 

men and women along the country mads or 

Tilbge almost daily. She was well posted 

news fiom both the Tillage and the coon- 

^&da, and howerer much her acquaintances 

about her, they found it impossible to f- 

^%ne bMoittaftion of her oonTcrsation, and few 
to share in the banqnet of gossip which 
always ready to spread. She was quick 
ind poMcstfid of many resources and much 

ol a certain sort ; but it muift be coo- 

thai she had done mischief in her day, 

been the murderer of more tlian one 

Ibor^a peaee of mind and the amailant of 

lepntarinn But if she were a dangerous 

_^ of one'b household, few were so attraotiye 

tiMtalnlng for the space of an afternoon Tisit, 

nsnally said« when she was si-en ap- 

would be sure to hare 





thing to tell. Out in tlie country, where so many 
people can see nothing new from one week^s end 
to the other, it is, after all, a great pleasurs to 
huTe tlie latest particuhMrs brought to one*s door, 
as a townsman's news|iaper is. 

Mrs. Meeker knew better than to stop Dr. Lea- 
lie if he were going anywhere in a hurry ; she had 
been taught tliis lesson years ago ; but wlien she 
saw him journeying in such a leisurely way soom 
instinct assured her of safety, and she came out of 
her door like a Jack-in-the box, while old Major, 
only too ready for a halt, stood still in spito of a 
desperate twitch of the reins, which had as mudi 
effect as pulling at a fish-hook whidi has made 
fast to an anchor. Mrs. Meeker feigned a gieat 
ezcitoment. 

** I won't keep you but a moment,** she. said, 
«* but I want to hear what you think about Mis* 
Thaclier s chances.** 

*« Mrs. Thacher s 7** repeated the doctor, woo- 
deringly. ••She's doing well, is n't she? Idon*t 
suppose that she will ever be a young woman 
again.** 

•• I don't know why, but I took it for granted 
that yon was goin* there,** explained Mrs. Meeker, 
humbly. •* She has seemed to me as if she was 
failing all summer. I was up there last night,and 
I nerer said so to her, but she had aged drsiid> 
fully. I wonder if it 's likely she 's had a light 
shockr Sometimes the fust one's Undo* hidden; 
by night or somethin*, and folka don*l 
they begins to fsel the damiy of il.** 
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tMfher Uuw eilom rooto. I Miert 700 «iB*i 
kill tlieiii pnikM-looking young otm. SIm 11 ran 
lifai a (ox all diiy loiif: and liva to aeo m all bwr- 
iod. I ean pot op with hor pranka; *tli ol pofo 
oU Mia* Thaeher I*m thtnkiB'. Sbo'a had 
trooUo enoogh withoot adding on thia yoong 
^oeapo^llowa. Yoa had bottor fatoh hor op to 
bo a doctor,** Mra. Moekor anilingly cootinoed, 
**I waa op thora yiaterday, and ono ol tbo yoong 
toricaya had ooroo hoppin* and qoawkio' roond 
tho dooratopa with ito lag broko, and aho'd eaogfat 
k and flxod it off witli a apltnt balbra yoo ooold 
oay Jaek BoU'aoo. Sho told bow it waa tbo way 
yoo*ddoM to Jim Fineh that (all (ran tbo liay- 
vigging and broko bia arm ofor to Jako an* Mar- 
laa*a, baying time.** / 

^ I reoMrmbar aba waa atandingokiaa by. walob-^ 
lag oTorytbing I did«** laid tbo doolor, bia (aoo / 
abining with intereat and plaaaora. "^labaUhaToy 
to carry bar aboot (or dork. Her (athor alodiod 
mcdioino yoo know. It ia tbo moat amasing thing 
bow poopk inborit** — botbodid not finiab bia 
aantanoa and poUod tbo .roina ao qoiokly that tba 
wiaa borm know tbora waa no oaooaa lor not morw 
ing (orwaid* 

Mia. Mcokar hod hoped ior a kngor intorriow. 
••Stop aa yoo ooom book, won*t yoo f ** abo aaked. 
••I*m goin* to pick yon como U tbo bandaooMat 
poppiea 1 ofor raiaed. I got tbo aaed (rom my 
aialar4n4nw*a oooain, aba that waa *Miry Or^ggi 
^ do beat ofoiytbiaf. Ihqr «i>* » ^hnt 



iN aUMMEB WEATttUL 

it ain*t no nae to pidL *om now, nalem yoo waa 
caiclatin* to oohm bonm by tbo other rood. 
Thofo'a nobody a&ok aboot here, ia tbora?** to 
which tbo doolor ritomod a abakoof tba bead and 
tbo in(onBatioo that bo aboold bo ratnmiog that 
way aboot noon. Aa ha droro op tbo bill bo 
aaaorrd hiaawtf with great aatia(action that bo 
balioirod bo bod n*t toU anything that morning 
which woold bo repealed all over town be(ore 
nigbt» while hie boetem re to med to her bonte 
qoite dimatbAed with tho intonriew, thoogb abo 
hoped for better iortnno on Dr. Lealie*a retom. 

For bia part, bo droro en aiowly peat the 
Xhooher iarmJMmeai broking caro(oIly aboot him, 

o( tbo ioTalid torkay. *•! aboold like to aeo bow 
abemenogod iC be told bimeeU baU alood.. •*!( 
aba ahowe a gi(t (or eoch tbiogi I '11 take paine to 
a lemon or two by and by wlion abo b 
. Gonm Major, don't go to aleop on the 
read I ** and ia a (ew nunotea tbo wagoo waa oot 
of aigbt» U tho reader hod etood in the Tliaohrr 
buM^ inelead o( (oUowinA the good nmn lartber on 
hie errand of omtoj and good foUowabip. 

At that time in tbo aMroing oMat hooaekto^ 
bnay in their kitebenai but Mra. Tbacbor 

Ibiohend and oyoa with her band (rom the bright 
annligbti aa aba baked intently acrom tbo pa a tnr m 
toward tba fifA Sbai 
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fro aeroM tbe 6el(b, and preaently the 

qaieUy at tba tooiid of a footstep, and mw 

jooag grmd-daagfator ooniiig from the other 

round tho eorner of tbo liooae. Theohild 

wol and a UlUo pala. thoogh iho oridently 

biio mttBiiig. 

Whal bafo yon booQ doin* now?** aaked ilia 

lady fraifttlly. •" I won't have yon gettin* ap 

in* before I am awake and etealin* 

of Ibu bonea. I think yon are drowned in the 

or have broken yonr neek fallin* ooi of a 

Here II it after ten o*elook« I *Te a mind 

yon lo bed« Nanny ; who got yon oat of 

wnler, for in it yon *Te been tore enough T* 

I got out mywifi**inKl the little girL •«Itwae 

though*** and the began to ery« and when 

tried to eofer her eyee with her already well- 

Httb lyront the felt quite broken-hearted 

and eat down diemally en tbe dooi^ 




In, and put en a dry drem,** mid her 

V not unkindly I ••that is, if there *a 

bnt your Sunday one fit to be eeen« 

told yon often enough not to go playin* in 

\ npd I *Te wanted you more than common 

dnt to Jake and Martin's to borrow me a 

Ten *re n teal trial this summer. 

IM Hgger you are the worse you are. 

Jnrt mj what you Ve been abonl Ideebre 

hum to ge nni hafu n talk with the dooter, 

ImHamllynuwulL I "b gettln* old and I 



ciin*t keep after yoa ; yon ought to consider me 
some. You *11 think of it when you see me laying 
dead, what a mieery you *fe be*n. Mo eohoo)in* 
worth namin*;** grumbled Mrs. Thaeber, as she 
stepped bcaTily to and fro iu the kitchen* and 
tbe little giri dis^>peared within the bed-moi. 
In a few minatee, howerer« her nnuenal depiea. 
sion was driren away by the eomfoct of dry gar» 
roents, and she announced triumphantly that she 
had found a whole Bock of young wild duoka, and 
that she had made a raft and ehnmd them about 
up and down the rifer« until tbe raft had piwfud 
unseaworthy, and she had fallen through bto 
tbe water. Later in the day eamebodycmne from 
the Jake and Martin hnmeetembtomy that them 
must be no more polling down el the ends of the 
pasture fenoes. The naale had eaeily let go their 
hold of the old boards, and a stone had serred our 
heroine for a nsefnl shipwright's hammer, but the 
young cattle had strayed tbroi^ thsee broken 
barriera and might hare dene gnat daamge if 
they had been dieoorersd a little later, -sharing 
quickly hied theroeelfee to a pieee of carefully 
cultirated hmd. The Jake and Maitm familim 
regarded Nan with a misturs of drsad and aSs^ 
tion. She was bringing a new element into their 
prosaio liree, and her pranks aSorded them n bit 
of news almoet daily. Her Imi^nethm wee i^ 
to busy itself in inrentti^ talee of her unknown 
nnnt, with which she entertained n grandehiU d 
Uirtin Dyer, a little giri ef nearly her 
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iai^i opened into the bull. He imifed e little m 
^ ^dM it» iMTiiig lieard tbe long brent h ooteide 

the not vnfeiniliMr eigiud of HMiIlm^e 

If ehe were etiriovitv she wee » dieoreet 

of eeorele» aad the doetor bed more tben 

iadnlged ber in ber iinfol lietening hj wbj 

f rieBdlioees end reward. Bat tbte eabjeet 

ieed to oooeem bis own nffidn too cloeely, 

ho beenae wnry of the preeence of anotlier 

€if OMi. He wee netoimlly n man of onoooi- 

reeerre, end meet lojel in keeping hie pa- 

I* eeerele. If deigymen knew their congrrge^ 

ee well ee phyeictene do» tbe eermone wonld 

Ml nMre doeely reUted to tbe perieh neede. 

dilBenlt for the world to nnderetend why, 

'Mm Dr. Leelie wee anytiiing bot prone to goe- 

'tfnrilln eboold beTo been poeeeeeed of eoch e 

'^ eC knowledge of her neiglibore* nffeiri. 

lo eny thb wealth wee for ber own mieerly 

re and not to be dietribated, and while ehe 

pcoehfaned with ezaeperating trinmph that 

known for nKmtbe eoroe tmth just die- 

bjoiberi, ehe wee regarded by her ao- 

ae if ehe were a daettonaiy written 

foreign langnege; im—e n eely TaloaUe, 

o pmetieal nee lo themedYce. It wae 

diOenlt not to make an attempt to 

fmi her etore of nowe, bat nothing do- 

her more than to he eo q^proacbed, and 

t impeaelrahle bataien of dieeretion to 
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•• How ie Nanny gating on ?- tliednetoreeked. 
* She looke etiofiger ihnn the ilid a year nga** 

•• Dear me, elie 'e wild m fw/' anewen^d Mn. 
Hiaclier, trying te einile ; •• bot I *?o been die- 
treeeed abiot Iter ktely, niglit and day. I thought 
peHwpe I might eee )roa going by. 8he*e get- 
tin* t>i be a great girl, doetor, and I aau*t Ct to 
cope with her. I find my itrengtli •§ a^4a\ and 
I 'm old befora my time ; all my fulks wae mgg^ 
anil MNiiid long ]mai my age, bot Pro had my 
troubles — you J«in*t need I eliouM trll yon that I 
Poiir Adiine always give m a f«alin*at if I wae a 
hen that Ims ImtchoJ Jncke. I never knew rx«etly 
how tedo for her, eho teemed to tee eTerythii^eo 
differrat, and Lord only knows Imw I worry aboot 
her, end always did, thinkiu* if I *d si*eo dcaior 
huw to do my duty lier life might Iwre conie out 
eortof better. And it*s the same with little Anna t 
not that she*s so prone to evil m some; slie*e 
a lorinMiearted child if ever one wee born, hot 
ehe 's a pii^ o* mischief ; and it may come from 
her father's f.ilks and lUir ways o* \mn\ but she *s 
made o* different stuff, and I aiu*t fit to make an- 
ewer for her, or for feiehin' of her op. I eome to 
«isk if you won*t kindly edvise what *e beet for her. 
I d..' know 's anything *s got to bo done far a good 
•|iell yoL I mind what yon eay aboot letthi* her 
run and gitstroiig, and I don*» obeck ber. Only^ 
it seemed to me that yon might want tospenk about 
her eoBMtimee and not do it for lear o* wnmg. 
bg my j ni%m en t , I deekm Iha^nl MJnd*^ 
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^ about what *• rettaonable for tier, and jtm Va 
^^ ^^ardeen, and there *• the money lier fatber'a 
«" has aent her ; 't would bum my fingfrs to 
a cent of it« but by and by if you think alie 
% to liaTe idKwlin* or anything elae yon must 
J"»^ •ayao.- 

^^ X think nothing better could have been done 

^^^ ^Aie ehiU than yon haTO done,** aaid Dr. Letlie 

^•**«»aly. •• Doa*t worry yooraelf, my good friend. 

^^ ^^3t booka« ahe will take to thrm of her own 

^^^^c^'^^l quite BOOD enough, and in such weather aa 

^^^ X think one day in the fields is worth five in 

^'^ ^Miool-houae. 1 11 do the best I can for her.** 

vs. Thacher*a errand had not yet been toM, 

C(h ahe fumbled in lier pocket and walked 

^^ ^^^« open window to look for the neighbor's 

^^^*K^^n by which she was to And couTeyance home, 

^•'^^"s she Tentnred to say anything more. ••! 

^^ ^ know *a my time *U come for aome y eara yet,** 

^ ^Md at length, falteringly, ••but I have had it 

"'^^ '^'^ in upon my mind a good many ways this 

sai^ ^Vner that I ain't going to atay here a gre*t 

1^^^^ I*?e been troubled considerable by the 

\0t^^^ eompbiats that carried my mother off, and 
V*^ built juat like lier. I don't feel no oonoem 
f^ Myself, but it *s goia* to leave the child witli- 
\ ^^ anybody of lier own to look to. Tliere's 
fttnty will befriend her jnst ao long aa site 's got 
^nuie, and the old farm will aoll for somctliing be- 
#Ui« what aha *a got already, but that ain't every- 
fH^ and I taa*! aueM In asnko up aiy adad le 
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haTin* of her boarded about If 't was so your 
wife liad lived I sliouU know what I 'd go down 
on my kneee to her to do, but I can*t ask it of yon 
to be burdened with a young child a^rowin* up." 
The doctor listened patiently, though just be- 
fors this he had risen and begun to fill a small 
bottle at the closet shelvce, which were stocked 
close to their perilous edgee with various drugs. 
Without turning to look at his patient he aaid, 
**I wish you would take five or six drops of tiiie 
three timce a day, and let me see you again witliin 
a week or two." And while the troubled woman 
turned to look at him with half^urprise, he added, 
** Don't give yourself another thought about little 
Nan. If anything should happen lo you, I shall 
be ghid to bring her here, and to take care of her 
as if she were my own. I always have liked hrr, 
and it will be as good for me aa for her. I wouU 
not promise it for any other child, but .if you had 
not spoken to^ay, I should have found a way to 
arrange with you the first eliance tliat came. But 
I'm getting to be an old felkw myself,** lie 
laughed. •• I suppose if I get through first you 
will be friendly to Manila?" and Mra. Thacher 
let a faint sunbeam of a smile shine out from the 
depths of the handkerchief with which she was try- 
ing to stop a grrat shower of tear*. Murilla was 
not without lier little vanities, irnd being thought 
youthful was one of the chief desirps of lirr lienrt. 
So Mrs. Thaeher want away lighter hearted than 
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A COUNTRY DOCTOR, 

81m Atkcd tbe prioe of the Tial of tned- 
tad WM answored that they would talk 
It tliat aaother time ; then tliere waa a little 
joking about eertain patienta who never 
their doetor*a biUa at all beoauae of a aaper* 
that they woold immediately require hia 
again. Dr. Lealie atood in hia atudy door- 
Mid watehed her drive down tbe atreet with 
Dyer. It aeemed to him only a year or 
Maea both the bmui and woman had been 
i Tigoroua; now they both looked 
and there waa a womne« and feeUo' 
aboat the bodiee which had done anch good 
^ CooM and go»** 8Md the doctor to him- 
^ ••oaa ganaratioii after another. Getting 
0IA 1 all the good old4aahioned people on the 
1; I aafir ahall care ao much to ha at the 
aad call of their grandchildren^ but I 
BMnd ap thcae old folka and do the heel 
t taa for then aa long aa they atay; they're 
^aod frienda to ne. Dear me, how it uMd to 
flit me whaa I waa younger to hear them alwaya 
talking aboat old Doctor Wayhmd aad what he 
tttd to do; and here I aa the old doctor my- 
adll** Aad tbea he went down the graTol walk 
toward tta alaUa with aqaick, firm atepi which 

■aa might have eevied, to aak 
••Toa may aaddle him,** he di- 
«I am ealy going to old Mn. Cananig* 
aad H ia a aool aUevMoa.** 
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Dr. Lealie had riddea kaa aad bee every year of 
iiie practice; bot» foraome rt aeo u beat kaowa to 
liimeelt» he went dowa the vilbiga atr e et at a amd 
pace. I n de e d, alBM>et ever yb ody who eaw Urn Ml 
that it waa importaat to go to tbe acat hooee to 
aak if it were kaowa far wkat aoiidtat 01 
ala tmirgiaax he had beta called awiqr. 
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A OBXAT OHAVOBt 

Urm. th« Mtunn ol *» yew, Hf« l>»d ••'^ 

«B Bow in OM BtMidy, anchwiging oumnt. Th« 

thoMht iMd not mtmvd liUU N»n Pri«x» ■ b*«4 

tiMt dungM might be in etote (or her, for, em 

■iMe ahe codd remember, the erente el life hjd 

followed eeofa other qaieUy, end except for lh« 

differeaeee in eteiy-day woik end pUy, ««*<• ^ 

tb« wuwimi of the eeaaona, the wu not celled 

mpoa to ecoommodete hereeU to new ooodltkmfc 

UwM» gentle chMigeetfimt I ae the daye grew 

•hortar and the hooee ud celkr were being made 

nady for winter,ber grandmother aeemed to h»»e 

■neb more to do tlian naoal, and Nan moat ilay 

•t home to help. She wae growing older at any 

nd. I aba knew how to help better than ahe need! 

■h« waa amdona to ahew ber grandmoiber bow 
vril aha oonld w«k. and aa *»»• J**" •"• "^ 
Oa windy paatnrea gtwrJe- boapltable. Ae did 
„l Mtiee that ehe waa no longer eneoangad to g* 
•rt to piny tor bonra together to a«n« berwifaa 
beatehe might, and at any rato keep ont of the 
^. 1> aSed nnf^I enonpb noir Umt jU 

■kil* el^ to tke b««^ "^ *• •"•'T?^ •** 



•noM regaUur ptft U thm b mi nt w of ktepinf it 
For tooM tiino Mn. Thaehor had kopi bol om 
oow, and early in Nofonbor, after a good ofcr for 
old Brmdlo biid boon aoooplod« it waa annoaooad 
to Nan*a aarpriaa tlial tbo joong oow wkiok waa 
to bo BrindU'a aoeeaaaor aoad aol ba boogUl aata 
apriag i aha woold ba a griai eara in wintar tioM^ 
and Nan waa to brinf a qnart of milk a day iroai 
Jaka and llartinV Tbia did not aaan an wi- 
plcaaani daty whila Iha mild wcathar laatad ; if 
tliara oama a imiay day^ona of the kind neighbora 
would laava Iha UtUa pail on hb way to iha iri^ 
laga brf ora Iha yonng mataengar had atartad oni. 
Nan oonld not aiaoUy nndaratand at laal why 
Mia. Jaka and Mra. Martin alwap aakad abonl 
bar grandoMthar arary naming witb ao nnMb 
intaraat and onrioaity« or why thay cama OfUnar 
and of tanar to halp with Iha baary work. Mvib 
Tbaehar had narar baf ora nundad har 
illnaain ao mnah»and aoaM lima 
Nan*a in aip a ri ano ad ayaa and faariaai yoang haari 
undaratood that Iha whola ataMwphata whtah 
hnng tha landMapa of har Ufa had 
ahangadi that anothar wlulai appraaahad fnU of 
myatary and atra^gancaa and diaeomfort of ndnd» 
and at laat a graat atorm waa ahnoat laady la 
biaak into Iha aliallar and eomfartof barrimpla 
Ufa. PoorNanI 8ha oonld not think what it aU 
maant. 8ba waa aakad awny a diatmaiiig qnaa> 
tion* and opanly pitiad* and haard har latnra dia> 
naif har world aiigbt aama la an and any 
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A COUNTttr DOCTOR, 

TIm doeior bad Tttited her grmdmoiher 
time to time, bat idwayt wbile tbe was at 
. until Taeation eanie»aiid poorMra. Tbaeher 
too feeble to enter into eren a part of tbe 
bnaineae of tbe farm-borne, 
morning, aa Nan waa coming back from tbe 
^^>|r«r fiirm witb tbe milk, abe met Mra. Meeker 
'^ ^1^ bigbwa^. Thia neighbor and oar berohie 
^vt^e raiely on good terma witb eaoh other, aloee 
^"^ hmA naoally hUd berwlf under aome aeriona 
^*im^ of wrongdoing, and bad come to believe 
^^ ^be would be diaapproTed in anyerent, and 
^ teS^i enjoy life aa ihe choee, and reral in 





child eoold not have told why abe abiank 

miiaaliiig her enemy ao mneb mote than nanal, 

.._ to diaeoTor aome refoge or chanee for 

I hot, aa it waa an open bit of the road, and 

I wmj to tbe bne, the coald bare no ex- 

• eerambling over tbe atone wall and catting 

le diatance. However, her aeoond tboogbl 

tbe idea of running away in auch cowardly 

and not baring any recent miadenManor 

mitcience, abe went forward unfli nch in gly, 

Ifeeker^a tone wm not one of complaint, 

pity, and insbuatingfriendlineaa. '•How'b 

lyr** abe aaked, and Nan, with 

anawer of '•About the aaaMi** 

forwaid, reaentiag with aU htr 

aoul the dinofuiy that Mia. Meekar hnl 
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lie*a been a good, kind grandma to you, 
un*t •he 7 ** aaid tliia nnweloome companion, and 
when Nan bad returned a wondering but almcat 
inaudible accent, aba continued, •* Sbe 11 be a 
grrat loaa to you, I can tell you. Tou 11 never 
find nobody to do for you like her. There, you 
wco*t reallae nothing about it till you *ve got 
older *n you be now ; but tbe time 11 come when ^ 
— and her aharp voice faltered i for Nan had 
turned to look full in her face, had atopped atitt 
in the frooen road, dropped tbe pail uncou* 
adoudy and given a little cry, and in anotjiii. 
moment vraa running aa a^^aaed wild creatiiy 
doca toward the refuge of iUnWr T he i t om tn 
bona waa taatened at the bead of tbe kne, and 
Nan knew at laat, what any one b the neighbor- 
hood could have told her many dap befonC, that 
her grandmother waa going to die. Mra. Meeker 
atared after her with a grieved aenae of the abrupt 
eadmg of the coveted interview, then aba racovw 
ered her aelffOfaeaaion, and, picking up the fbi^ 
aaken paiU atepped lightly over tbe rata and frouan 
puddlea, following Nan eagerly in the hope c( 
witneming nmre of auch extraordinaffy behavler, 
and with the derigu of offering her ■Tiaea aa 
wateher or nurw in theee laat houTk Ataayraie 
the paU and tha milk, which hnd not been ipOl^ 
eeuM not he left In the road. 



Bo dm flrrt chapter of the ehOfa life wna 
iu the ea4y 
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A COUNnr DOCTOB. 

iltorsd gniv« on the slope abore tho riT«r, 
CuB-lioaM door wm timt and loeked« and tbo 
wit out in tbe kitoben window. It bad been 
to tboee wbo were need to driTing 
the road by night, and there were tineeie 
for tbe kindly woman who had kept a 
le faith and nprightaeii all through her long 
troaUe and dtaappointment Nan and the 
gone to live in the Tillage, and both, bebg 
had takm tbe ehange with serenity ; thongh 
a piteooe aorrow had been waked in the 
heart, a keen and dreadful fear of tbe fn- 
Tbe paet seemed so seenre and pleasant, ae 
looked beck, and now she was in the power 
fatefnl fotnre which bad begnn with some* 
lirlwind that bad swept orer her, 
jnncbanged. It seemed to her that 
was to be incessant, and that being grown op 
to be at the mercy of sorrow and nnoertainty. 
pale and quiet during her last days in the 
answering questions ai^ obeying direo> 
medianically ; but ueually sittmg in the least 
part of tbe kitchen, watching the neighbors 
led her grandmother*s 
piepeffljdiqpoeed of tfie oontents i 

a epark flew from her sad and angry 

but sbemade no tronUe, and eeemed dun and 

it. Late in the erening Dr. Leslie carried 

him through tfie flrst heavy snow- 

ef Ae year, and between the excitement of 

frsm dm fast falHiy flahss, and se 
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making a Journey in the dark, and of keeping held 
of the basket which contained the enmged Uttsn, 
the grief at learing home wns not dwelt upon. 

When she had been unwound from one of tfm 
doctor's grsat ckmks, and her eyse had grown 
used to the bright light in the diningHnoon, and 
MariUa bad said that supper bad been waitbg 
half an hour, and she did not know how she should 
get along with a Mack cat, and then bustled aboul 
talking mudi faster than usual, because the s%ht 
of the lonely child had oMde her ready to cry. 
Nan began to fed eomfcrted. It seemtd a great 
while ago that she bad cried at her grandmother^e 
funeral. If this wars the future it wns eertafariy 
very welcome and alrsady rery dear, and the time 

of di»trsm was like a night of had dteame b e t nes a 
two pleeeant daya. 

It will easily be underrtocd that no gmat ehaiy 
was nmde in Dr. Lmlie*s house. The doctor him* 
self and MariUa were both wdl settled hi their 
habita, and wfaib they cocdtaUy made mom f^ 
the littU giri who was to be tbe thiid member of 
the household, her comfaig nrnde little dtfsmnes 
to either c( ber eldera. There was a grsai 
of iUnem that winter, and the doctor was 
than commonly bueyi Nan was sent to sebosi, 
and dieeovered the delight cf rsadiaf one etermy 
day when her guaidian had given her leave la 
etay at home, and she had found Ue own eU 

oinref BeUnmn 
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^ in^iling in a corner o( one of tlia tliidy shdret. 

^ for Mbool, tbe liad never liki*d it» end tlie Yit 

^ •eliool geTe Wr bur greater nieery then tlie 

^|Mh«v4Meten bniMing at tbe croei-roade erer 

^ do«fe«. She liad known man; of ilie Tillage 

^^r«« by eight, from teeing tliem in eboreb, but 

^ ^id not number many friends among tbem, ^ 

T]^^*^ mtter tbe winter wee nearly gone and tlie 

7^3^ W^n to git>w brigiiter and hm eold,aiid tbe 

^*"^^*door gamee were a eooroe of great merri- 

in tbe pkygnrand. Nan's ideae of life were 

nnlike tboee beU by tbeee new aeqaaintaaeea, 

^be eonld not gain tbe kast intercet in meet 

I otber ebildren, tbongb sbe grew fond of one 

rbe wae a faunons rorer and fisberman* and 

€Mof tbe rider girls bad read a com p osit i on 

Cred onr beroiae*e imagination, ebe wor. 

tkie eoperior Being from a snitabk die- 

and wae ber willing adorer and sUto. Tlie 

^Mdtkm wae npon Tbe Moon, and wben tlie 

w pfodaimed tbe foot tbat tbie was tbe 

moon wfaidi bad looked down npon Abm- 

iMae, and Jacob, little Nan*s eyM bad 

wide with l ererenoe and awe, and sbe 

the dooie of her heart and eovl to kit ty 

t and U^ imagination. The big girl, who 

the baek eeat and gUbly recited amadng 

history, and did snme which entirely COT- 

the OM email bbMkboard, wae not wnsbid. 

, and elolidly accepted and 
ef enehelMliberelthe 
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treeenred English apples which had been bfniq;|it 
from tlie (arm and iuf|it like a squirrers board in 
an aidtway of the celler by Uieiiierlves. Ken 
iberisbed an idea of going back to tbe (arm to Utc 
by herself ae soon as sbe grew a little older, and 
slie iadnlged in pleasing day-dreams of a most 
clmrming life there, with fraqnent entertainmcnte 
for her friende, at which tbe antbor of tbe informs 
tion abont tlie moon would be tbe favorrd gnest, 
and Nan bereelf, in a most childish and proriaeial 
fashion, tbe nngning queen. What did these new 
town-acqnaintnnoce know of the stmwberrise 
whieh giew in the bit of meadow, or the grrihS 
bigh4Rish blnckberriee by one of the pastnre 
wallci and what wonM their pleasure be when 
they were taken down the rirer eome moonlight 
night and eaaght sigiit of a ire biasing on a die* 
tant bnnk, and went nearer to find a enmptaone 
feast whieh Nan henelf had arranged r She bad 
been told that her annt-^tbat myeterione and be- 
neficent annt<» bad already sent her money wineh 
wae lying idle in the bank nntU 
to wp9ad it, and her imaginary 
week by week, while her horiaoa ol fntnre happi* 
neee eonetantly grew wider. 

The other ehildrcn were not nnwilUng at inl 
to enter npon an inqnisatire friendship with the 
nH^oomer ; hiU MariUa wae eo nneongeldaLle the 
noiey Tisiton^ and so fnstidions in the 
of enewy and muddy ehoes, that she 

child 
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^^^^ lUtl« trooble, and MarillnMNnetiiiiM mmgnX^ 

^y^^^ lieiMlf beoaiiM the hud raMnrdl tlM yMm% 

^^etkmt wlikh hud occarred to her mind wbM 

^"^ doctor bad annoonced, just bofore Mra. Tbadi- 

'^ ^ death, that bit ward wo«ld haneeforth And a 

m bkhoiiaa. 

llarUU woally aat in tha dittingHmm la Iha 

•^tabg, tbottgb aba waa apt to Tiatt tha alady oe- 

iaiioiiaUy, knitting in band, to giro bar opiaiona, 

€r to aeqoauit haraalf with Tarioiia aranta of which 

aha thought tha doctor woald ba likaly to baTO 

kaowladga. Sometimat in the coMar winter nighti» 

aha draw n ocnTeniant ligbtataad doaa beaida tha 

kitehan atofo and rafnaad to wander far froai aneh 

aonfertaUa warmth. Now that aha had Nnn'a 

bMj feet la cofor, there waa laaa danger than afar 

thai ahe ahcnid ba left withoot knitting^WQtk»aad 

aha daefdy enjoyed the child*a company, 

Man conldgiTa innocent anawera to many 

thma which conld netar be pat to elder membora 

al tha Dyer and Thacber neighborhood. Mra. 

raa apt to be diacaaaed with great fraa- 

I, and Man told kng atoriea about her awn 

ahikUdi aiqpariencaa, which were lialaned to and 

aMoaraged, and matched with othera aren hmger 

and moia eireamatantial by MariUa. Tha doctor, 

who waa alwaya readiag whan ha coaU And a 

qaiel hoar for himerlf. cften emiled aa he heard 

tha alaady aoand of Toicaa from tha wide kilehen, 

be nmra than once look a fcw carafal eirpa 

tha 
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with hogbter at the character c( tha con 
tioo. Man, tfwMigb eager to learn, and cariooa 
aboat BMny^tbinga in life and natara, at ftrrt 
foand her aobool laaaona diOcolt, and aooMtiaMa 
canM appealingly to Um for awiftanca, whan cii^ 
camataacea had made a temporary ending of her 
total indifference to getting the laaaona al alL 
For thia and other reaaooa aha aooiatimea aoi^^bl 
the atady, and draw a anudl chair beaida tha 
doctor^a Urge aaa before tbe bksing fire c( tfia 
bhck birch lege; and than Marilk ia her lam 
would fantare upon the neatnd groand bttwean 
atady and kitchen, and amila with mtiafactioa 
al the cheerfal compaaionahip of tbe tired oma 
and the idU Utile girl who had aliaady foaad 
her way tobie hmdy heart. Man had coom la 
another bonm ; there waa no qaeaticn aboat what 
ahcuU be done with her and for bar, bat ahe waa 
made free of the ailant oU boaaa, and went en 
growing taller, and growiug dearer, and growhif 
happier day by day. Whatarer tha fatara might 
bring, aba woaU be eare to kok back with lota 
and k^giag to tha firel aaaunaref her TiUaga lifai 
when, eeeing that ehe looked pale and drooping, 
tfia doelor, to bar iatenea gratificalioa, took bar 
awayfromachooL Praeently, inetead of harfa^ a 
ride oal iato the coaatry aa aa nnaaeirmal favar, 
aha might be aaea erery day by tfia dador^a aida^ 
aa if he coaU nd make hie awmhiff raaada with- 
oal heri aad hi and oal o( tha 
ielWvii«himlihaaliltk 
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HSU ■eomfiilly ezprptted ii« a briar at hit heela ; 
pitting soberly by wlim ha denlt bis iiii*dioint4 aiid 
gKfm adrice, liitenitig to bit wise lAid mrrry talk 
with tome, and lii« helpfal iidvica and eontola* 
tion to otbert of ilia eouiitry people. Many of 
tIteM acquaintances treated Nan with great kind- 
B«ee ; tlie balf belonged to tlinn, and was deeply 
inteiesting for tlie sake of b^r other ties of blood 
and bonds of fortiine« while she tm »k' thfir courtesy 
with tliankfalnessi and tlieir lack of notice with 
eomposore. If tliere wers a shiny apple offt* rsd 
ahe WNS glad, bat if not, slie did not miss it, since 
her chief deliglit was in being the doctor's Nsstst> 
ant and attendant, and her eyes were alwaya 
watching for chances wlien site night be of use. 
And one day, coming out from a bedroom, tlie doo> 
tor discoTered, to bis amusement, tlmt Iter quick 
and careful fingers had folded the papers of some 
p ow d e is which he had left unfolded on the table. 
Ac they drove home together in the bright nooa * 
anpshine, lie said, as if the question were a«ked 
lor the sake of jciking a little, ^What are yo« 
going to do when yon grow op, Nan 7 ** to which 
•be answered grarely, as if it were the one great 
qnestioa of her life, •• I shonld like best to be a 
doctor.** Strangely enongli there flitted th r ou gh 
the doctor's mind a remembrance of the dny when 
be had talked with Mrs. Meeker, aad had looked 
«p the laae to see the nnlacky turkey wbose leg 
kad beea pat into splinta. He had wished meee ' 
the* be had taksa paina la aee how Aa 
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child had managed it i but old Mm. Thadier had 
reported the case to haTe beea at least partially 
sneoessful. 

Nan had slolea a kx>k at her companion afler y 
the answer had beea given, but had been pleased 
and comforted to find that he was not biogliing at 
her, and at once b^gsn a Uvely picture of becom. 
iag famous in her chosen profcesion, and the 
▼alued partner of Dr. Leslie, wbose skill eeery. 
body praised so heartny. He shooM not go out at 
a^it, and she wouU help him so mudi that he 
would wonder how he ever had beea able to maa> 
age his wMe^prsad practice aloae. It was a mat> 
ter of no ooacera to her that Marilhi had faiughed 
whmi she had beea told of Nan*s intentions, aad 
^mI spoken disreqMCtfully of women doctom; aad 

the child's heartwas fan of pride and hope. The 

doctor stopped his horse suddenly to show Naa 

soose flowera which grew at the leadside, soam 

hrilBant caidlaals, and she dimbed quickly down 

to ffsther them. There was aa aawrittea bw 

that they shouU keep watch, one to the rkht 

head, aad the other to the left, and snoh 

«f hkssoma or wiM fruit eeUcoi escaped 

yMom. Now she fsit as if she had beea 

to lift her tboi^ghti go wandering, aad her< 

wers ahaost aa bright aa the soariet flowem 

itives, aa she dambersd back to the wagoa 

But the doctor was hi deep thoi«bt» aad h 

lagBMfetosayfarlhaaestmaeortfie. It 
Hkaa' " 
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Tbat •rmiiiig Dr. L«di« madt fSgnt IImI 1m 
WM Mi to bo intarropUdt aad •rmi that Um tlady 
doon, to which prooMikkHi h« tddooi vwortodL H« 
WM eTkhntly ditterbtd wb«i mn hoar bitr a 
Ttgoftmo ksodnng wm hoard ol tbo ooldomtod 
froat ostrooooi oad MariUo ib oro d in with aoy* 
thuig b«l triaoiph oa oldorly gooHianm who had 
booa hio oolkgo oloMiaato. lfariUa*o ooaatooanoo 
woro a forbidding oxpmrioa» aad as oho withdraw 
•ho took paim to thai tbo door boiwoon tbo hall 
and disiaf>rooai with oonoidorablo tioIodco. II 
alnMol Dotor o l oood oador ocdiaary oiroas- 
bttttho faithfol booaokaopor waa iaipoUod 
to ozpma bar wrath iaaoaMway^aad thbwaatha 
firat that offorod itaoU. Kaa waa oittiag paaoa- 
faUy hi tbo UtohM phyiag with bar blaak cai 
and taUiag bamtf atoriaa ao doabi» and was ^to 
aapasparad far ICariUa*a chaaga of toaipsr. Tha 
ball far tha Mday Ofwuag ptayar msoHnf was 
tolUagits hat otfokaa and il was llarilk*s habil 
to attsad that sarrioab 8ha wasapt to ba kapl 
oloaaiy at booM^ il aiaat ba askaowlodfod, aad 
this waa OM of hsr fsw sooial 
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Naa had joined the fkmily and prortd tluil iIm 
oouU be tniiifid with a memge, she had been 
Irft in oliarge of the hooao daring this oorotod 
lioar on Friday oToninga, 

Manila had detcen<kd from har room anayed 
(or ohoreh going, bat now her bonnet was palled 
off an if thiU were' tlie prime offender, and when 
the ehild looked wonderiiigly aroaad the kitehen, 
ohe taw the bread4>ox brought out from the etatet 
and pat down Tory hard on a table, while MariUa 
began direelly afterward to rattle at the stofw. 

"« I *d like to tay to tome folks that we doo*t 
keep hotel,** gmm'bled the good woman, ^ I with 
to my heart I *d ttepped right oat o* the front 
door and gone ttraight to meetin* and left tbem 
theie belioldin* of me. Coarte he hat n*t had no 
tapper, nor dinner neither like *t not, and if men 
are erer going to drop down on a family onex- 
peeted it *t always Friday night when erery tkiag*t 
eat up that ever wet in the hoate. I t'pote, after I 
bake doable qoantitiet to-morrow oiomia*, he *11 
be driTin* off before noon-time, and trtatare it op 
that wo never have nothin' decent to tet before 
loDn. Anna, you 'to got to ttir yoorself and help, 
whik Iget thefire ttarted up; lay one o* them big 
dinner napkiot orer the red eiodi« and tet a plate 
an* a taa^p, for at for laying the whole table 
Oftr again, I wen*l and I thaa^t There *t waltr 
le eart apttairt and the bed-room la opts, but 
Hea?en be thanked I wat 4ip there daetia* lo4ay, 
U efw yea tel e asiv ef iowen imHa mm o* 
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the tpart-roooM again and leave it tbert a week 
or ten dap to tpUe, I *11 wpmk about it to the 
doctor. Now you ttep out o* my way like a good 
girl. I don*t know whether you or the €at*t the 
wont (or gettin* before me when I 'm in a drive. 
I ni tet him out tomethin* to eat, and then I *m 
goin* to meedn' if the tkiet fiiU.** 

Kan meekly obeyed dirtotioat, and with a ttote 
of guilt eoooeroiag the d ete rt ed potitt went to 
hover about the ttody door afttr the platet wave 
arranged, inttead of braving farther the tlormy 
ataMSphere of the kitchen. UarilU't lamp had 
thone in to that there had been light enough 
in the dining-rooo^ but the ttudy wet quite dark 
except where there wat one tpark at the end of 
the doctor t half-finished cigar, which was alter- 
nately dim and bright like the revolving 'laaterm 
of a lighihoute. 

At that BMNneot the tasoker roee, and with hie 
nmtt fwnsiderate and eonoiliatocT tooe asked Mi^ 
riUa lor the study lamp, but Nan hsard, and rsn 
OS tiptoe and presently brought it in from tbe 
kitchen, holding it caiefuUy with both hands and 
walking sknrly. She appamtly had no thoughl 
beyond her errand, but she was brimful of 
nam to sea tha nnameofead caettt lor mtal 
by no mtant frtquenl, and since the had lealtj 
become aware of a great outside world beyond the 

boundaries of Oldieids she weleoused the sigM if 
any ■ii n n g i m . 

Dui Leslie kaiiilf pushed amsj 
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tnm lite laaip*t place ; and notknng tlial hit Tb* 
Uor look»d at Nan with MrpriM, qnieklyczpkiacd 
that thb littk giri had ooma to take oare of hin, 
•ad bado Nan apeak to Dr. Ferria. Whereapos 
hm bravery wae aorely tried, bat not orefoome, 
and afterward ihe lat dowa in her own Uttia 
ehair, quite prepared to be hoepitabla. Aa iha 
heard a eoand of water beiag poored into a pitdMr 
hi the beet roooi apetaira. the wae veady to lan|^ 
if tiMa had been anybody to bngh with, and 
meenUy Marilb i^peared at the door with the 
aaafwianement that there wae eooM tea waithig 
ia dM dinlng^oom, after aiiich and befoa aayw 
body had thoogfat of moriog, the aide gate elaeked 
laeelntely, and Marilh, k)oking ama prim and 
aaraOed than vMat, qwd forth to the onjoyaMa* 
af her Friday arening pririlegee. 

Man fallowed the geademeii le the diaiag^oom 
Mi kaowiag whether she were waatfld or aot, bal 
faeliagqaitaeeeoied when it wae aeoerta ined th ai 
Mither eager aor teaepooae had beea prorided. 
The littk leaet looked eomewhat neagre, aad the 
doeter epeka irrerefently of hie hoaMkoeperMd 
laooeeded le abitraot a jar of her bert etoawbeoy 
jam from the ooafeaieot li uie eloeet, and to ooIp 
lael other artiolee of food which eeeaMd toUa 
la ho hmtiag, howerer inappropriate la theoo. 
Mioa. The gaeel woaU haTO aoae of 4he jaa, 
bwlDr. LeeHeeataeUeeol the leaf of biaad fav 
hiBMlfaadoaa far Maa,thoagh ilhad already 
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what woald happen if there were no toael at 
breal[tNSt time. Manila woold nerer know what 
awasteof jam was epread apon tbeee elioee eithoTt 
bat ehe wae a aiieer oaly with the bert pweerfe a t 
aad eo oar friende rofiried in their etoba pliaeara, 
aad were ae »erry together ae heart eoaU wieh. 

Naa thoaghl it very etrai^ whaa ehe foaad 
that the doctor and hie gaeet had beea at 
tegether, for the etnM«er eeeaMd CO old and 
They were talkiag aboat other olaMBatee at fireti 
and ehe eat etiU la Hctaa, aatil the hoar of Ifa- 
rUk*e retara drew aear and Dr. Leslie pradenliy 
letaraed to hie owa aaiavaded apartaMnt Naa 
wae told, to her eorrow, that it was past her bed* 

thao and ae she etopped to say goodnight, caadle 
ia hand, a few nMaaeato afterward, ihe doolor 
stooped to kiss her with aaasojil trademess, aad 
a little bter, whea ehe was sab hi bar small bed- 
room and andar the eofarbt wUoh was IfarilWs 
glory, hariag beea kait the winter befora ia aa 
iairieate pa tl e r a, she ahaoet shoiik with fcar al 
the eoaad of ite mahar*s ?aagefal footsteps ia the 
bwar room. It b to be hoped that the iaaaeaee 
of the meeting had beea very good, and that one 
cf ite s ti sa dsa ts had eoose home eqaal togiaal 
J — ■nJs apoa her ferttlade and patieace. Nan 
ceaU aol help wbhiag ehe had thoaght to pal 
away tfm jam, aad she waade r ed how MariUa 
woald treat them aU fai the aMwaiag. Bat,toda 
worthy wamaa Jastfee, ehe wae mad aad eea> 
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•et forth in the gnett'i honor, and Dr. Fsrrb 
thought ha ooQld do no Iom than to ndd to hit 
■Mniing greeting the question why she was not 
glowing old like the reel o( them, wbieh, though 
aot answered, was pleasantly reoeired* 

The host and guest talked very bte the niglit 
befom, and told each other many thinga. Dr. 
Leslie Itad somewhat unwillingly undertaken tliu 
eountry practiee which had grown dearer to him 
with every year, but there were family reasons 
why he had decided to stay in OldfteMs for a 
few months at least, and though it was not long 
before he was left alone, not only by Uie father 
and mother whose only diild he was, but by bts 
wife and child, lie felt less and lem inclination to 
break the oU ties and transpknt himself to some 
more prominent position of the medical world. 
The leisure he often had at certain seasons of 
the year was spent in tlie studies which alwaya 
drlightrd him, and little by IltUe he gained great 
lopute among his proft^onsl brethren. He was 
m scholar and a thinker in other than medical 
philosopliiea, and most persons who knew any- 
thing of him tliought it a pity that he sliould be 
bur^ng himself allre, as they were pleased to 
term liis deirotion to his provincial life. His rare 
oxcurstons to the citiee gave more pleasure to 
•tber men than to himself, howeTer,iM these later 
years, and he laughingly proolaimed r 
growing ms^ and behind the times U 
who sMiM indulgMiayt tad did « 
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trouble to contradict so antrue and pre p c et et o ua f 
an Jisserti«in. 

H one man had been asUyer at home; a regeta- 
ble naturs, as Dr. Leslie liHd gime on to say, which 
has no power to change its locality or to better iU 
self by choosing another and moco f^nate or 
sUmuUting soil ; tlie otiier had developed the op. 
poiiito extreme of character, being by nature a 
rr>ver. Prom tlie medicNl school be had enteiod al 
once upon the daties of a naval appointment, and 
after he hud beeomo impatient of its routine of 
practice and its check upon his freedom^ ho had 
gone, alwaya with some sufficient and useful object, 
to one far eountry after another. Lately he had 
spent aa unusual number of consecutive niootlie 
in Japan, which was still unbuniilar even to most 
profMsional travelers, and he had come buck to 
America entliusiastic and fall nf plans for many 
enterprises wiiich his shrewd, but not very peiw 
•istent brain had conceiroil. Tim two oM frieoda 
were delighted to see each other, but they took 
tliis long^leferrsd meeting as calmly aa if tbsy 
were alwap nozUdfior netghbora. It was a most 
intereeUng thing that while they led such diffefw 
ent lives and took such appaienlly antagonistic 
nHilas of p rog r sss i oo, they were preUy suie to 
nmve at tho same conclusion, tliougli it might 
ftpprar otherwise to a listener who knew them 
both slightly. 

•• And who is the Ktde giri r ** asked Dr. Pema, 

hia snlorlalnsi-s 
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immi m pipe fron one poekei» efter haTiiig imwm 
m Imndfol of enrioos tttdl ]«de figures from mi* 
oi l ie r mod potiird them elong the edge of the 
etttdjr tsUe, witlioot ooaiiiietit« for hb friend to 
look nt Some of them were to finely ennrcd 
IhnI they looked like n beep of grotceqne ineeete 
etmgi^ing tiigether m tliey liiy there* bnt though 
Dr. Ledie*s eyee brigbtnied es be giaaofd nl 
thwn, he gATO no other sign of interfet at thni 
linMi end nnewored hie gneet*e qoeetion ineteed. 

«»8he it n ward of nine,** be tnid ; «ahe WM lefl 
^te alone by the death of her grandmother eooM 
■MMthe ago, and eo I brought her here.** 

«»It ie n*l oflea tliat I forget a faee,** eaid Dr. 
Ferrii, **but I buTO been trying to think what ae» 
noeiaties I ean poittbly bare with that child. I 
iber at latt ; ebe looks like a young assistant 
frlio was on the old frigate Fortune witk 
■so just before I left the senrice. I don*t think 
ke wae from tliis part of tlie eountry though i I 
BOfur heard what beoame of him.** 

* I dare say it wae her father 1 1 beUere he made 
stoyageor two,** said Dr. Leslie, much interssted. 
** Do you know anything more about him f you 
always remember ererytbing, Ferris.** 

^Yee,** answered the guest, slowly puffing 
sway at hb pipe. ^ Yes, he was a Tory bright f^ 
low, with a great gift .at dootoring, but he was wil- 
faU fun of queer twists and fandes, the marry in 
and repent i^hbleieuresortof young man.* 

•"liaoay what he did, I euppose,** lulemqpied 
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theboet ** Only hb lebure was fbrtunately poet* 
poned to the next world, for the moet parti be 
difd very young.** 

•« I used to think it a great pi ty that he bed not 
settled himself asboiu in a good city praeties^** 
eoutiaued Dr. Ferria. ** He had a giuat knack at 
pleasing people and making frbods, and he was 
always qpoUing for want of woriL I was luady 
enough to shirk my part of that, you nuiy be sum, 
but if you start with a rsasooably healthy set of 
UMB, orew aad offieers, aad keep good ^s^pl^Mj 
and have ao aeoideats oa the voyage, an old-hsb- 
kmed ship*BMeter*s kit of numbered deess b as 
good as anything ea board a maa^-war ia tiaw 
of psaee. Tea hafu mild csess that rssult from 
"■"*' ■*' g -^ — ■ '' ij. iiTTil rm mt i m m 
aged fiager to dress, or a tooth to pulL I 
teU young Priaoe thai it was a pity one of the 
meawoulda*! bt himeelf be ebofiped to pieeee 
aad fitted together agsia to give ue a littk 



^That*a the aame,** aaaouneed Naa*s guaidiaa 
with grsat eatisfsetioa. «*Thb b a very small 
imid I wears all withia hail e( each other. I 
dare say whea wu got to Heavea theiu wiU ael 
be a etraager to SMka frbads with.** 

•*I eouM give you more woaderful pioob ul 
that Ihaa you would be likriy le belbva,** iw. 
•ponded tfie ouigeou. • But teU me how rou hap. 
pMed le hava.anythii« to do witk tfie eUU; did 

ialelUsas%hbetbeedr* 
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•netty, bnt he fell in lore with m yoang 

1m> wm bffoaghi ap oo one of the fannt jutt 

tlie TillMge. She wm a ttnuige chaineter, 

ereatorev with a touch of foolish am- 

mnd toon grew impatient of the rootine of 

liAe. I belioTe that the went away iit first 

in one of the factories in liOwell, and 

she drifted to Dunport, where young 

'» people liredt and I dare say it was when 

home from that rery Toyage yon knew of 

aaw her and married her. She worked in 

ir*s shopi and worked Tery well too, 

*^^ ^ had offended his sister to begin with, one 

\^ '^^a^n she was finding fanlt with some .work 

f^^ l^wl been done for lier, and so there was no 

^^^ ^ tronhle* and tho yoong man had a great 

^^lAa ml bomei and the more he was fbnght the 

^^ faidUned be was to yield, and at last off he 

.^^^ ^ be married, and never came home again 

^ptil he died. It was a wretched story ; he only 

H^ed two years, and they went from one pbee to 

^siothir, and finally the end came in some Western 

aoWB. He had not been happy with his wife, and 

ifay qaarreled from time to time, and he asked 

t0 he bronght baek to Dnnport and buried. This. 

flhiU was esly a baby, and the Prinoss begged 

hnr nMlher to give her np, and need every means 

in try to make friends, and to do what was right 

Bnt I have always thought there vras blame on 

At any rate the wife was insolent and 

\ and west fliagiqg ont el the honse as soon 



as tlie funeral wes ovrr. I don*t know what be- 
came of tliem fur a while, but it always seemed to 
me as if poor Adeline must have had a toni*h of 
insanity, whieli faded away as consumption devel- 
oped itself. Her mother*s people were a fine« 
liunest raoe, self-reliant and energetic, but tliere 
is a very bad streak on the other side. I have 
lieard tluU she wss seen begging siHncwhers, bnt 
I am not surs that it is true; at any rate she 
would neither come here to her own home nor 
listen to any plea from her hnsliand*s family, and 
at last came baek to the (arm one night like a 
glioet,, carrying the child in her arms acroes the 
fields; all in rags and tatters, both of them. She 
confessed to me tluU she had meant to drown her> 
self and little Nan t o gether. I could never un- 
derstand why she went down so fsst. I know that 
slie had been drinking. Some people might say 
that it was the soom of her husband's relatives, 
but that is all nonsense, and I have no doubt she 
and tlie ynung man might have done very well if 
tills bad n*t spoiled all their chances at the outset. 
She wae quite unbalanced and a strange, vrild crea- 
ture, very handsome in her girihood, but morally 
.undeveloped. It was impossible not to have a 
liking for her. I remember her when she was a 
baby.** 

•«And yet people talk about the presaie New 
England life P exclaimed Dr. Ferris. •^Iweii- 
der where I conld match such a story as that, 
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« Leslie, that for intantet aelf^efitrsd, tmovl- 
Toleftiioet of Immaiiity* Now Bnghuicl oii»- 
■uUchod tlio work! OTor, It *• like tbo 
\m looUiid titat ato foil of goyaert. I doii*t 
^betlier it it the inhoritanco from thneo 
wlio bniko away fron tho old oooiitrioe« 
lao ooj^bt to be matched to tremendom dr- 
of life, but now and then there oomoe 
ingij osploeiTe and onoontnilliible tern* 
t that goee all to pieeet from its own eon- 
on and aeeamalatiun of foroo. By and by 
'^ill Itafo all blown op, — yoa qotet d ee c o n d 
^ ^^ tho Pilgrims and Puritans, and ImTo IH 
>^^r snperBuous wiokednem like blismdsi 
#^ ^hen tho Uitsiirds of eaeh family hafo spent 
^^**^nolvcs you will grow dull and sober, and all 
\ ^ a kfol, and be free from the troubles of a tfun* 
dMsn slato. «^Kow, you *ro neither a new oountry 
9sr aa old one. You ooglit to seo something of 
the older eiTilisations to undorstand wlial peaeo 
of mmd ie. Unlees some importation of explo> 
dfo OMterial from the weetward stam them up» 
oao eentory is made tho pattern far tho noil. 
B«t it is perfeetly wonderful what this olimato 
does far people who oomo to i% — a eouth of 
Ifufand fellow, for instanoe, who hae let himeelf 
bo iniMd en and then waited far tho sun to dry 
him i«afaN and has grubbed a little In a bit of 
grmnd, juet onough to hint to it that it had 
boiler be maldng a erop of potatoes fsr Usi* I 
nlwn^ OKpeel lo seo tfrn gorse mM daisisagiom* 
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fag on ths oU people's hsads to mateh tho cabins. 
But they oomo orer hers and foiget their idlo- 
noss, and in a week or two the east winds aio 
making them work, and thrashiiy them if they 
U9 elow, worm than any skrodrirer who ovor 
•tncked his whipJash. I wonder how you stand 
H;Ido^indeedI I oan't take an aftomoon nap 
or haTo my oofleo in bed of a morning without 

thanking I mnet put into port at tho next ehuioh 
lo be preaehcd at.** 

Dr. Le^io hwghed a httle and shook his head 
gwUy. -IfsmyweUforyoutotaltPorris,- 
ho said, •«sinoe you hare done moro woric than 
••y man I know. And I Cnd this neighborhood 
ontordy plaoM ; one bit of news ^^ 
ii«ht I daro say UariUa wiU lot oforybody 
know that you havooometo town,and ha^os. 
plained why eho wae ton minutes ktSL o?on to 
Um waMtar." 

•• Hew aboat tU UtU. giri htfMlf r » Mk«l tb. 

rf'." *^ "^ •• "J *•»« I W« • boT." 

Dr. UdM MMOMd Um MbJMt wiUindji "So 

Siri!^'^''* •»•*>» good q«Militi« ol dl 
tor ■aoMton witlMMt th« bMl one Hwaothw. 
■^ wu n old fMbkiiMd oooniry woo«« ol 
Uiobortttoek. 01 oowo. .ho «.«,t«i what Ao 
Wm»«I to bo W dMgbi.r', wioojfc Md «f.«d 
to b.,0 Mjrtbiof to do with b.r «)»i»J.w-. 

nai47. Md kopl Ibo obOd M ooMfoUj M pooMblo 
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^'^^ %o U BO timT«ler by natoie, or 70a wouldn*! 
*^ ~ to ■ligbtingly. It it extrtroely dangerout 
Jn loog bttlit. I coold cry with bometick- 
at tbo tbouglit of tbe townt I bare tpant 
H^v^ tbM a mooth in { tbty are like tbe people 
OM kaowt; if yoa tee ibem oaoe, yoa go away 
nliited, and yoa can bring tbem to mind after* 
Wild, and tbink bow tbey looked or jott wbere it 
Wit yoa net tbem, — oot of doort or at tbe dub. 
Bet if yon live wttb tbote people, and get fond of 
tbem, and bave a tboutand tbingi to remember, 
yea get more pain tban pleatare oot ef it wben 
yea go away. And one can*t be OTerywbert at 
cnee, to if yoa 'le going to care for tbingt tremen- 
dootly, yott bad better tUy in one town altogetber. 
Ko, giTe me a week or two, and tben I We tome- 
thing calling me to tbe next pkoe ; eomebody to 
talk with or a book to tee, and off I go. Yet, 
I *Te done a good bit of work in my day after alL 
Did yoo eee that paper of mine in the *Uncet' 
nbont eome experimentt I made wben I wat latt 
ia India with tbote trtefrowing jngglert 7 and 
I worked oot tome carioot tbingt about tbe math- 
oMUktol mnticon tbtt Ittt Toyagebome I Why, 
I thoo^t it woold tear my heart in two wben I 
mmm away. I thoaU have grown to look like 
the people, and yoa might have happened to find 
a likeiMi el me on a tea pUto after another year 
or two. I made all my pUnt one day to tUy 
Mother winter, and next day at elcTen o'clock I 

down the barboe; Baltheiewnin 
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poor yoang hui I bad taken a liking for, an Eng- 
litb boy, wlio wet badly off after an eocident and 
needed eomebody to look after bim. I thoaght 
tbe beet tbbig I coold do wat to bring bim home. 
Art yoa going to fit year wani fur general prao» 
tice or for a tpedalty T** 

"*! doo*t know ; that 11 be for tbe yoong per- 
ton berteU to decide,** taid Dr. Letlie gowMin- 
mortdly. ^ Bat the *t tbowing a rtal talent for 
medical mattert. It it qoite encootcioat for tbe 
matt pMTt, but I find that tbe nndentandt a good 
deal alrendy, and tbe tat bert all the afternooa 
latt week with one of my old medical dietionariee. 
I could n*t help looking orer her tboulder at I 
went by« and tlie wat rteding about ferert, if you 
picetctt if it were a ttory-book. I did n*t tbink 
it wat worth while to tell her we undeietood 
tbbgt liettcr nowadayt, and did n*t tbink it bett 
to bleed at much at old Dr. Ruth iecommead<d.** 
•* Yon *rt like a ben with one chicken, Letlie,* 
taid tbe friend, ttill peeing to and fro. •'But 
terioutly, I like your notioa of her huTfaig omne to 
Ihtt of her own accord. Meet of ut are grown in 
tbe tbapet that toeiety and family profeimce and 
projndice fatten nt bto, and doa*t find out until 
we aro wen toward middle life that we thould 
baro done a grtat deel betttr at tometfiiag elee. 
Our tocaiioae aro likely enough to be badly choeen, 
iince few peteooe aro fit to chooee tbem ftr nt, 
and we aro at the meet unrtetonahle ttage of life 

lereaieelfM, And what the 
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miide ioiiie people for, nobody erer can nn- 
id ; eoiiio of at mre for nae and more are for 

, like the Boweie. I am in sncli a harry to 

^w wliat tlie next world it like that I otin hardly 

% to get lo it Good hearent I we lire here in 

iw* ftrniUiar fMhion, going at a jog-trot pace round 

o^»«* little eireire, with only a friend or two to 
m I il with who nnderttand at, and a pipe and a 

j It III If II and a few bookt and tome old cIoUm, 

pleate oarwWct by thinking we know the 

reel Not a aoal of at can tell what it it thnt 

word to oar little fingevt to move tbemtelrce 

_ and forward.** ^ 

"We •» tttw of two thingt at any rate, taid 

Xetlie« **loTe to God and lore to man. And 

I have li^ed liere all my dayt, I hare 

. tome tratlM jott at well at if I had gone 

with yoa, or even been to the wxi world 

book. I hare teen too many liTet gii to 

, Mid too many ditsatbfied fiioet, and I hart 

too many torrowfnl confettiunt from theti 

.7 d^th4iedt I hare wntcbrd betid^ one 

inother, for twenty or tiiirty yeart. And If 

^ k^lpone good diiW to work with natare and 

— againtt Ir, and to follow the linct marked out 

i^ ^er, and die tamt not oti*f ol and intelligent, 

mf^ keepe oil the toiokt of mittaking her daty, I 

>iai be mm than glad. I don't care whetiter 

^\ a man*t work or a woman^t wiirk; if It It 

pm I 'm going to help her the wy butt way I 

M. Idttt1lalkloktreleoane|tlm*kmaoliloi 
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yoong; bat I wateh her and mean to pot the 
thingt in her way that the teemt to reach oot fur 
and try to find. She it going to be very praciical« 
for her hande can almott alwayt work oot her 
ideat already. I like to tee her take hold of 
thingt, and I like to tee her walk and the way 
the Ufta her feet and pott them down again. I 
matt tay, Ferrit, there it a grrat tatatfactioo in 
finding a hnman beiag once in a whik that hat 
tome ate of ittoli** 

•• Yon *re right!** taid Dr. Ferrit; •" bat d<in*t 
be ditappointed when the *t ten ycart older if the 
pickt oat a handtome yoang man and tbinkt there 
it nothing like hootekeeping. Have yoa taken a 
look at my poeketfnl of heathen idob there yetf 
I don*t think yon Ve ever teen their matet.** 

The ttayer at home trailed at if he andeittOod 
hit friend t qaiet hit of pleatantry« and reached for 
one of the treatnrtt, bat folded it in bit hand with- 
oat looking at it and teem t d to be lott in medita* 
turn. The tnrgeoB oo pcl nded that he had bad 
enoogh exereite and kid hime^f down on the 
wide tola at the end of the room, from whence he 
coald wateh hit companion*t Ctoe. He clatped hie 
handt nader hit head and looked eager and in* 
teretted. He had grown to have toroething of 
the appearance of ^a fc tei g Dor ^ at people often do 
who have tpent mneh time in tatli-m 
The two fiiende were eilent for tomo minntve, 
til an impatieni Toke loneed Dr. LetUe fran Ut 
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It Always nakM me ooret my tteigbbor*t 

when I iM yoa I ** aniKmnoed tbe wmoderer. 

I mUM roytelf into a ret|iecUble pftdico I 
h% obliged to march with the army of doo> 

who carry a peat array of email wcapoot, 
«^i4 who find out what is the matter with their pa^ 
^^ts after all eorU of experiment and painstaking 
Analysis, and coiii|iitring the resalU of their ther- 
mometers and microscopes with scientifto books of 
nfareoce. After I have done all that, yon know, 
if I haTo had good luck I shall come to exactly 
what yoo can say before yoa have been with a sick 
man fire minates. Yoa hare the tme gift lor 
doctoring, yon need no medical dictator, and whai- 
mwm yon stndy and wliate?er comes to yoo hi the 
way of instmction simply ministers to yoor intai- 
tkm. It grows to he a wonderfnl second-sight fai 
onek a man as yon. I dooH beUere yoo infta- 
tigite a case and treat it as a botanist does a 
atfaage Bower, once a month. Yon know without 
Idling yonrself what the matter is, and what the 
apodal difference is, and the'reUtiTe dangers of 
this case and one apparently jost like it across the 
atfoet, and yon coold do this before yon were ont 
of the hospitals. I remember yoo T* and after a 
low Tigorons poffi of smoke he went oii ; *" It is 
an ^ery wdl for the rest of the men to be prond 
of their book learning, bat they don*t even try to 
fbOow natnro, as Sydenham did, who followed no 

skes one to mora theory 

than In mom sUn. II 
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is all very weD to know how to draw maps when 
one gets btt on a dark night,or ereo to begin with 
astronomical calouhtions and come down to a 
chemical analysis of the mud yoa sUod in, but 
hang me if I woaU n*t rather hare the instinct 
of a dog who can go straight home acroes a bit of 
strange coontry. A man has no riglit to be a doc- 
tor if he docs n*t simply make e¥vr}'thing bend 
to his work of getting sick people wrll, and of 
trying to remedy the failores of strength that 
ctime from misose or inheritance or ignoranoa. 
The anatomists and tbe palholcigisto hare their 
place, bat we mast lookto tlie liring to learn tbe 
Uws of life, not to the dead. A wreck shows yon 

wliere the reef is, perhaps, bat not how to manage 
a ship in the olBng. The men who make it their 
bnsinets to write tbe books and the men who 
make it their basinem to follow them are n*t the 
ones for socoeesfal practice.** 

Dr. Leslie smiled, and looked over his shonlder 
at his belored library shelres, as if he wisbsd to 
nasars the osefol volomes of his cootinncd affco* 
tion and respect, and said qnietly, as if to beg the 
displeased saigeoo's patience with his bivthrai: 
"" They go on, poor fellows, studying the svmp. 
toms and nerer taking it ia that the life poi^ is 
nt fault I see aMre and more pUinly that wo 
ONght tostrsngthen and hdanco tbe whole system, 
a«d fM nature to make the sick man #eU again. 
It is nature that does it after all, and dieemM 

affllness then sinni, Bultha 
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joang pracliUonvn must (ollovr tlw text - lionln 
K wliil* until lliey lia" li*d enoogh expcriciin- I.. 
opan th«ir c-jea to otiKFTi' ni.d Iihv* Iftumnl to 
think (or tlitttn«ol*M. I don't know wtiicli i* 
won*; too intH-li routine or no ■lady «t nil. I 
wu trying (lie otiu-r dity to count np tlie itiffpn-iil 
trautmcnl* <•( pneumonin tlint l)ftv« ba-cn itt (a*l>- 
i-m in our di>y ; li>er« mu»l hn Mvi-n or eiylit, 
mmI I Min only afinid the next tiling will b« n toft 
o( ^«|>ti<ism und coiiiempt of reincilie*. Dr. 
Jobnaon Miil long Kgo tlmt plij-Moitns wrm » 'luM 
dI men nito put bodiea of wlticlt iJx-y kiievr litlU 
into bodie* of wbicli tlifv knew leM, but ciTlninly 
tbiah n't tlie fanlt of tin- tiiedicinei ftltngelberi 
yon kihI 1 know well eii<>ngl> tUey «re oftrn moat 
■tnpiflly itMtl If we blindly follow tU medicar, 
dialnton, m you call tlido, rihI spond our trwl- 
nent on ibe rfTvcU iiiKtwl of tlie niUMS, wlmt 
MtccTM Cftn w« expect? We do want toons atig- 
gralinna from tite men *t work, but 1 luppoM tbia 
ia the mumc witb erery buaineaa. Tin- prMti<-«l 
McdMsd mm nre tlie jnriea wlio ertile nil lU 
tbeoriea of tlia bour, aa ibry meet emrrgeuoiea 
any nftf^ day." 

••Tli« me*i wbo b«Te tlie true gift lor tb«r 
wvi~ Mid Dr. Ferria impatiently. « I b>d n't 
tlM eonwience to go on myaeU, that 'a wby I re- 
•ifPMd, you know. I enn Ulk about il. but I am 
iMtAgood workman. But if tbem nr« going to 
W doetoea in tbe nest world, I wiali I migbt be 
iBriij MMMvb lo be equl to auoh » bwvwlj baii- 



neaa. Ton tboaght I didn'tcararnongliBboat lU 
pnrfeaaicm to go on. but it wnan't au. Do puab 
your tilllo girl -nbvad if aU Uiu Um n-al fltneaa. | 
I aaippoae it la « pJrt of your «iHiowm«nt tliat | 
you on diatingiiiab tlie mpncilira and Undeneiea I 
o( iMnltIt M well aa illiieaa ; and tlwra *a otie iWutg 
certain, tlie world cnnnot alTanJ lo do wiiluMit Um 
workmen wbo aro maatera of tltcir buMoEM br ' 
divine riglit," 

Dr. Lealie wu looking at tbe jadeelone g-Kb. 
" I auppoau the poor felluwa wbo cliippnl out tiicw 
trvnaurea o/ youra may bato Uiouglit tJiey won 
really putting n «iaible piece of Ifeitvrn wiUiiu 
llioir neigbbora' readi." be anid. " Wn e*u't g.-t 
iuo<l lo tbe fact Unit wUtaTer truly belonga to tb« 
next world U not viiibln in tbts i>.kI Uiat Ibt^ u 
tdol-making and woialiiping bnvrvr going on. 
Wlwn wn lat ounelvea forget to educate oqr faitb 
and our ajMrituai intallecta, and Iom aiglit o( oar 
reUttoM and d<-]iend<inc« npon tbe lii^ltnt inform- 
ing alrengtli, wa are trjiingto more ourmaeliinery 
by aome inferior motive povrer. We woraliip our 
toola and bt^ aucoeaa of tlien inateml at remem- 
betingtbat wo an all apprmticea to tW gn^t 
UaatM- of our own and CT«ry man 'a crsn. Il U 
tbf gnat idoaa of one work tbat we need, and tb» 
lawi of iia tntba. We abali bo more intolligenl 
by and by abont ouki'ig llw brat of onnclTtn ; 
our pcwbiliiiea an lafinib-iy beyiiud wbnl nMat 
people even dranm. Spfrilml iaiinoM and pbyaa- 
«1 laaiMM kiCBtW kaip M JMt tUa iUa i< oow4 
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' fliMp motl o! the tim*. Perti»p you think it k 
k prapm- •etman (or one «t le«t 7 " 

- D«ar me. no 1 " "id Dr. Ferris, who wm eti- 
dmllf quite wide awnke. " Do yoo remember 
bow well Bockle »ye tli»t the femiiHne intellect ' 
b the higher, itml that the gremt genintwi of the 
woHd b**e po»e»ed it? The gift of inlnitioo 1 
naebce dirrctly towknli the truth, and it is only 
Running by deduction tlmt c»n Uk^ flight into i 
lb* upper »i' ■>* •''• ■"■* certainty. Vein remvm- 
bw what he taya about that 7 " 

- Ye^" wid Dr. Lprfie. " Ye^ it U nt • thing 
aa» eeeily forgets. Bot I ha»e long beliered that 
the powere of C.bri»t were but llie higher power* 
gCoW common humanity. We reeogniie tliem 
dimly iww and then, bat few of u» d«re to eay eo 
y«L The world morel *ery dowly, do« n't it? 
II Chriet were perfect man. He could hardly t«U 
w U> follow Him and bo like Him. and yet know 
hU the while that it waa qnile impmraible, becaoae 
■ difference in hia gifla made hi« diarmcter an 
■■approachable one to oura. W« don't amonnt to 
anything, aimply becauae we won't undetaland 
tbxt we muat receiTO Uie atrength of Hear."" into 
ear aonla ; that it depend* upon oar degree ot rreep- 
tt»ity, and our uwng the added pow*r that comre 
in that way j not in onr taking our tew toola, tnd 
Mr aelf^eatoem and aatiafaolion with ourael***, 
wd doing onr little tricka like dancing dogi ! proud 
baMMB tbo ottwr dogs can do one Imn than w^ 
•ri«lyb«rkudwklk abwat oa tiuix looi kgi. 
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rt la onr aonb Utut make oar bodira worth any- 
tiling, and (Ite life of tJie aoul dote n't comn 
from Ita aelivity. or any perfunnanca of iu own. 
Thoae tfainga are only the raaulu and the aigna ol 
life, not the canacr of it,** 

** Chriat in na. tha hope of glory," aaid the other 
doctor gc«<rely. "and Cbriat'i {^ory waa hia oa*' 
fttlnow and gift for helping others; I believe 
there *e le>a quackery in our profaeaiiin thaa any 
other, but it ia amaiing bow we bungle at it. I 
wonder Imw you will gel on with your liule girlT 
If people did n't hare ihemhr* of life of their own, 
or wouldn't go cnwtly the wrong way, it would 
be eaaier to oSer aaaiatanoe ; but where one per- 
aOB takee a right dii«ition of bis own accord, 
them an twenty who wander to and fro," 

" I nwy a* well coitfem to you." be continued 
precMiUy, - that I have lud a fnlfgi mvarlf. hut 
I don't kMA lor nrach fuure joy In watching the 
developineDt of my plota He haa takm affain 
into hia own handa, and I dare aay it ia much br(- 
t«r for kiB«, for^f 1 had ouight him young aaMogfa, 
I ihoiild hare wiabed him to run tlie gauntlet of 
all the proffaaione, not to eprnk of tJte art* and 
acimoe*. H* waa a clerer young fellow ; I m,w 
liim marriad the day before I left EogUnd. Hia 
wife waa the daughter of a earaie, and he the 
younger ton of a yoangeraoft, and it waa a lore af> 
lair worth two or Ihrre atoryJMmka. It came to bs 
a qoeMioB at money alone. I had kiMwn the boj 
the yev bate* in Beml^y Md •huMm) to fad Ua 
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Marine IlotpiUl ftl NucMAki. W« 
nio Um interior together. He wne 

^^ to me M a tort of leorrtary end 

•iriiteai end knew more tlien I did eboot bmmI 
tUngi. Wlien lie eaoght tight of me he eried 
like a faaby^ and I eat down and heard what the 
tfonUe wee, for I had let him go oS with eome- 
body who eonld give him a good lahiry, — a gov- 
ernment man of pneition, and I tlioaght poor Uob 
woald be pot in the way of iomething better. 
Dear me, tlie climate wa» killing him before my 
eyea. and I took piimage for both of oi on tlie next 

day*t alramer. When I got him home I turned 
my bank account into a clique and tucked it into 
hb pocket, and toM him to marry hie wife and 
'aettle down and be reepcdable and foiget tueh a 
wandering old fellow at I.** 

The littener made a little tound of mingled 
•dmiration and ditgutt 

••So you 're tlie tame piece of improridence ae 
•wl I wonder if you worked your pattage orer 
to Bceton, or came at a ttowawayf Well, I m 
gkd to giro you houte-room, and, to tell the 
truth, I wat wondering how I thouU gei ou to- 
■Mnow without tomebody to help me in a piece 
o( aufgery. My nrighbort are not Yery tkiUful, 
bul they *re good men erery one of them, unlett 
te*t old Jackton, who knowt no more about the 
f maetiee of medicine than a turtle knowe about 
1 the neamt Ixed ttar. Ferriel I don*t wmtder at 
yeur gifiH away the kel emit you had ta the 



world, I only wonder that you had a cent to giro. 
I hope the young man wat grateful, that*t all, 
only I *m not tare I like hit taking it.** 

^ He thought I had enough more, I dare tay. 
He taid to much I eoukl a*t ttand bb nootente. 
He*U ute it better than I oouU,** taid the gueet 
briefly. **At I taid, I fouldn*t bring him up; ia 
the flrat place I hare n*t tlie patience, and betide, 
it wouM n*t be jutt to him. But you mutt let me 
know how you get on with your project ; I ehall 
make you a day^t vitit once in tix montht.** 

•« That *ll be good luck,** rttpooded the cheerful 
hott •• Now that I am growing old I And I wieh 
for company oftener; jutt the ri^t man, you know, 
to eone in for an hour or two bte in the erening 
to hare a cigar, and not tay a word if he doet B*t 
feelUkeit** 

The two frieodt wert rery eomfortabie together t 
the t n o c tm i re dgart burnt thtmttlrtt out ttowly, 
and the light of the great hunp wat bright hi the 
ro tm. Here and there u tinge of red thono out 
oa the haeke of tiw Viekt that tteod dote to* 
gether hi the high caeea. There wat an oU ea- 
graring or two, and fai ooe coraera toltma brouae 
flgure of Dante, thin and onguhr, M if he had rieeu 
from hie eoflhi to take u hnt kok at thie workL 
MariUa had eftto tpokeoof him dimotpectfuUy, 
and had enggeeted many other omamentt which 
might he hrtught to take hie pkee, but the doctor 
leted upott her e«ggettieM^ Fkom the 
el CM 
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It, Mid OTer the maiiteUtbelf, whieh was tm\j 
•iiougb (or tonia cigar boxes and a littla 
and a (eir Tiala of medicincii was a radc 
three or four riding whips and a mrioos 
ymf bit and some lon^-stemned pipes (oond an* 
^^^>l«sted quarters ; and in one comer were tome 
^^Iking sUcks and a finhing rod or two which had 
^ Teiy ancient nnuied IociIl Tliere wae a por- 
^^ut o( Dr. Leslie's grandfather opposite the fire- 
plsce ; a good-humored looking old gentleman 
wiio had been the most fannnu of the OldRelds 
amisterk Tlie stndy-table was wide and long, 
bat it was well covered with a miscellaneons arm/ 
ef its owner*s smaller possessions, and the quiclc- 
ejed Tisitor smiled as he caught sight of Ifan*s 
new copy of Miss Edgeworth*s ** Parentis Assis- 
tant ** lying open and face downward on the top 
of an instmment case. 

Manila did not hear the doctor and his gnest 
tiamp np to bed until Terj late at night, and 
thongh she had tried to keep awake she had been 
obliged to take a nap first and then wake np 
^sigain to get the benefit of each an aggraTating 
•cession* ^I *m not going to tret myself trying 
In make one of my baked omelele in the mom- 
. hgT ehe assnrsd herself, ••they 11 keep breakfast 
waittag thffe qnauters of an bonr, and it wonU 
Mflat 8nrs*stbe world, and the doctor *s got te 
lUo to aU points of the 



It would be ditfenlt to say whj the TObgo 
of (MdfieUs sbonM bars been pUced in the least 
nttractf TO part of tlie township, if one wm not 
eomewhat familiar witli the Uw of growth of conn- 
try commnnitiee. The first settlers, being pious 
kindred of the PUgrime, wore mindful of the 
nncoielty of a meetingwhooee, and the phM for it 
was chosen with refenmce to Uie convenience of 
meet of the worriiipers. Tlien the paison was 
giTon a parsonage and a tract of globe land some- 
where in the vicinity of his pulpit, and since fliis 
was the centre of sochd attraction, the bUrksmith 
bnilt bb shop at the nearest mm^md. And 
when eome enterprising eitiaen became poeeimid 
nf an idea that there were traden enough 
to and fro on thorough 

htfgerviUage to make it worth hie while to be an 
iatMnoeptor, the first etep was tnken toward a hM!al 
oentrs of eommem, and the Tilhigo was AUriy bo* 

gnn. It had net yet lenchod a rvmarkabie siae, 
though there wae a timeJmnofwl j„ko beranee an 

•ithueiaetie old woman had said mm, when fbur 
•r fifo honass a 

im bnilt aU In 
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tliat slid might I'lTe to tM Oldfields n seaport 

n. Tbera Imd been a grent excitemtftit over 

ieeond meetiiig-hoiita, to wliiek the eoitaenra- 

faetioii luid ■trongly objected, bat« after tlie 

ieeb hud onoe gained the day, other innora- 

pasted witlioot public cliallenge. llie old 

Pariah Clmroh was rery wliite and hfld 

an imposing steeple, and strangers were 

js ci*mmisemted if ihey liad to leave town 

lont tlie oppnrtnnity of seeing its front liy 

light Behind this, and beycmd a green 

^'"^^Cdi had been tlie playground of many genera* 

of biiyt and girls, was a limg row of liorse- 

wliere tlie fMrmers* horses enjoyed snch 

of tlieir Sunday n*st as was permitted tliem 

bringing lieairy loads of rtiral parisliioners 

tlieir puUio devotions. The Sunday church- 

was by no means so carefully observed in 

days as in former ones, when disinclination 

snytliing bnt a received excuse. In Parson 

V^^ie*s _ Uie doctor's grandfather's — day, it 

^oald have condemned a man or woman to tlie 

^l-merited repmof cif tlieir acquaintances. And 

hidsed most parishioners felt deprived of a great 

pieasare when, after a week of sepamtion from 

society, of a rontine of pmsaic farm-work, they 

were p reven t e d from seeing tlieir friends parade 

kite dinreh, from liearing die psalnMinging and 

Hm aermott, and listening to tlie news afterwanL 

It was like going to mass sml going to tlie thea* 

the Of^staiaiMl aMkingavoiMl of sheet 
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calls, and having an outing in one's own beol 
ch>llies to see otiier peopk's, all rolkni into one ; 
beside which, them was (and is) a supers! itiiine 
expectation of good luck in tlie coming w«^ if 
tho religious obligations were carefully fulfilled. 
So many of the oU ideas of tiie eIReacy of eedeei. 
astidsm still lii^r, most of them by no menaa 
unlawfully. The ehler (leriple <»f New Engkad 
are as ghul to luive their clei|^inan visit them hi 
their hut days as if he granted tliem absolutioa 
and extrrme unction. The old traditions survive 
in our insUiicts, altliougii our pcvsent opinione 
have long since Uoketed many tliooglits and do- 
sins and cnstoms as out of date and quite ca> 
pkaled. 

We go so far in our vigorous obserrance of the 
first eiimmandnient, and our fear of wvurshiping 
strange gods, that sometimes we are ia danger of 
forgetting that we must worship Uud hiomelL 
And worsliip b something different fmm a eerUia 
siirt of constant rhuitsli-giiiiig, or fiom even trying 
to be cieiformers and to keep our owa kiws and 
our neigiiboca'. 

Deeanse an old4aahioMd Iowa like OUfielde 
grows so slowly and wiili sooh extrsme delibem- 
li*ei, b the very rsaeon it seeme to have eueh a 
deliglitf ul onmploteness wlien it has entrred fairiy 
upon its maturity. It m possessed of kimlml viiw 
tues to a winter pear, which auy be unattmi4iv» 
dM^g Ui p wy n iB t wy at^pi^ bnl whisk 
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'tiiae to gMther from tlie ground nnA from the dr 
« pIcMftiit and rewnrding individuality and tweet* 
«•«. The towns wliidi are built in a hurry can 
be left in a hurry without a bit of rpgret, and it 
il Is die lale or fortune of tlie elder villagre to 
lod tbenwelTfe tlie foundation upon whicli modern 
mfueturing eonmunities rear their thinly buill 
and worksliopt, and their quickly disin- 
Isgrating eommunities of p^^ple, tlie weaknesses 
of ibeee are more^aring and hopeless in tlie con« 
Inuit. Tlie hurry to make moni^y and do much 
work, and the ainbition to do goud work, war 
with each other, but, as Longftfllow Ims said, llie 
lie is the hurryuig seonnd-hand of the clock, and 
the truth tlie slower lutnd tliat wiiits and marks 
the hour. The New Eiighind that built itself 
houses a hundred years sgo was far less oppivssed 
by oiiuspetitiiin and by other questions with which 
tlie enormous increase of |iopuLition is worrying 
ks younger citifens. And the overgrown Old- 
ields that increase now, street by street, were 
Unit then a single steady sound-timbered house 
aft a time, and all tlie neighbors watelied them 
rise, and knew where the planks were sawn, and 
wbefs the chimney bricks were burnt 

In these days when Anna Prince was young 
and had ktely come to live in the doctor's square 
house, with tlie tliree peaked windows in the roof, 
and the tall box borders and like boshes in its 
front yard, OUfields whs just beginning to 
f fwi a Mty yeaia* arehileotuiml ebep^ attd 
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rub its eyes, and see what was tliouglit about a 
smart little house with a sliarp gabled roof, sod 
mueJi scalloping of its edgi«s, which a new store* 
keeper had seen fit to build. Hien* wiis one long 
street whidi had plenty of room on eitlier side for 
most of the honseo, and where it divided, each nde 
of the First Parish aiurcli, it became the East 
road and the West road, and the ivst of the dwell- 
ings strayed off somewliat undecidedly toward the 
world beyond. There were a gjod many poplars 
in th* front yiirds, thouglt tlieir former proud 
ranks were broken in many phmsa, so tliat sur- 
viving veterans stood on guard irreguhirly befufw 
tlie houses, where usually one or two members of 
tlie once busy households were also left nlone. 
Many of the people who lived in the vilUge 
had outlying buid and were farmen of it, but be- 
side the doctor's there weiw some otiier house- 
hoUis which the hmd supported indirectly, either 
tlirougb professions or because some kind nnoestors 
had Uid by enougli money for hb diildren and 
graadchildrai. The minblers were both excel- 
lent men ; but Dr. Leslie was the only man who 
hwked far ahead or saw much or cared much for 
true success. la Titian's great VeneUan pkture 
of the PresenUtion of the Virgin, while the little 
maiden goes soberly up the steps of the temple, in 
the busy crowd beneath only one nuui b po ss e med 
by the thouglit that somcthmg wonderful b liap- 
pening^ and lifts hb heed, furgHting the buyers 

gmifm% as Ue egfus fellow the 
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■ftcrrd liglit. Life gOM on eTerytrliere like tliat 
fn>gm«nt of tt in tlie picture, but vrliil« tlie innn 
vlio knows mora than liis fellows c»n b« found in 
tntry compnny, and sees tiic liglit which bockimi 
him on to the higher mi'«ningB and better gilt«, 
his placa in society u not always such a coniturt- 
abl* and honorad one sa Dr. Leslie's. What his 
friends wera apt to call his notions wcrs not o( 
>Dcli aggreuiTS nature that he wta aecused of 
outlawry, and he traa apt to speak his mtiid un- 
conlradicted and undisturbed. He ctred linU for 
ths friction and attrition, indeed for the impim- 
tion, which one is sure to haie who lives among 
many people, and which are so dear and so h«^l|>ful 
to moat of us who fall into ruts if wo ara too much 
alon«. He IotmI his friends and liis books, IIioubIi ■ 
he undcntood both as few scholnrs can, and ha 
cutA little for social pleaanre, thoiigli OMiielda 
was, like all phtces of iU si» and dignity, an 
epitome of the world. One or two people of eadi 
clsM and mnk are aa good as fifly, and, to use the 
Mying of tlie doctor's friend, old CapUin Finch : 
* Ifuman nature i* t1i« same the world ovrr." 

Throngh the long years of his solitary life, and 
his boiy days as a country practitioner, he bad 
become less and less inclined to take much part lit 
what feeble efforts the rest of the townspeople 
mftde to entertain themBeWes. He was more apt 
to loittr along the street, stopping hen* and there 
to talk with his neighbors at their gatce or their 
CrMl>yud gmrttening, and not infreqnaotly aakad 
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some one whn stood in need of snch fr{i?n<UinfH 
bi lakn a drive uilb him out into lira conntry. 
Nobo-ly was grii-vt-d iit n-mt-uibeMMg lltat Im was 
a r<'|KMil»ry vl iiiany s«-crrb*j Iw was a frieiid who 
could he InialeJ alwaya. though lie was one who 
hud Ix-en by uo nicaiia slow tu anger or aawiU- 
ing at times to admiiiiater tvbake. 

One Snndny nflemoon, late in November, whilo 
the first atiaw.«torm of the yrar was bi^inning, 
Pr. Lrvlie tki«w down a atnut Fraucfa medical 
work of hi^h ranown as if it h»<l failed to fulfil 
its miHiun of being Instntciire first and inten-at- 
ing aftfrwanl. He rase from his chair and stood 
looking at the insulted volame an il be had a 
mind to apolxeile and try aguln, but kept hia 
bands beliind him afUr all. It was thinly dreesdd 
in fluttering pn|>>'r oo*ei«, and was so ibit^ and ao 
liglitly bound that it had a imdency to divide ila 
material aubslance into parts, like the neventb- 
lies and eightliliea of an old-faahioord eermoo. 
■*T1iMa fellows mnat be in lengite wiih the book- 
binders ever hen?," grumbled tlte doctor. " I 
must send word (o tlmt man in Xew York tolin*a 
some sort of corer put on these tilings birtora tl>ey 
coma down." Tlwn he lifted tlie book again and 
poisfd it DO one band, looking at iU irrwgular 
edgea, and redrcting at length lUat it weald fao 
in much better euoditMw i( be had not given it 
a carelaaa erushiug in the ooraer of liie carmge 
the day baJot*. U bad ban auebiBr, pleiwal 
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; and lie liiul taken Nan for a Wg drjro 
Satunlay ludf-U.Jiaay. He liail decided, 
...starlin*;, tliutblio should iitaiiiigo the iviiit 
ha would iliiiik over «»nc or I wo niatU*rt and 
•-^'^a a wliile; it liad been a en*at conireuienco 
^^rty that Nun undcr»tood llie ritponsibility of a / 
^^tit and carriiige. He was finding her a more ^ 
^4 mora useful liUlo com|iaiiU)n. IIuwoTer, liis 
tMies and refltctioiis bad been post|Mined until 
looM otber time, for Nan bud been very eiiger to ^/ 
talk about tome of her lessons in wbicli it seemed 
Im duty to take an interest Tbe child sei*nied 
■tionger and better that autumn timn he had erer 
known her, and her mind had suddenly fastened it- 
aalf upon eertain of her studies. She seemed Tery V 
quick and Tery accnmte, tlie doctor thought, and 
Um two traiU do not always associate themselTOs. 
Ho left the table and walked quickly to the 
vett window, and, clasping his hands behind him, 
■ftood k>pkingout into tlie front yard and the street 
teyoad. The ground was already white and lie 
^Te a Httlo sigh, for winter wealher ia rarely 
A aouree of happiness to a doctor, altbougli tliia 
saoiber of tbe profession was not made alto* 
g«thtr aonowful by it He sonetimce keenly 
•Bjnyed a haid tramp of a mile or two when the 
loada wef« so blocked and tlie saow so blinding 
HhiI he left Ue horse ia sane sbelteriiw bam on 
Ua way to aa impatient sulTerer. 

A little way down tlie street on the oUier side 
maeh like hb ewa, witka row of tall 
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hemlocks baside it, and a front fence higlier and 
more imposing than his, with greitt posts at the 
gateway, which held slender urns altift witli fu- 
nereal solemnity. The doctor's eyesight wiis not 
far from perfect, and he looked eanit^tly at tlie 
windows of one of tlie lower rooms and saw a 
familiar sight enough; his neighbor Mrs. Ora-, 
ham's face ia ita accustomed quarter of the sash. 
Dr. Leslie half smiled as tbe thouglit stmck 
him that she always sat so exactly ia the sama 
phice that her white cap was to be seen through 
the same lower window-pane. **Host people 
would have mored their cliairs about until they 
wore holes in the floor,** he tuM himself, and then 
remembered how many times he had gone to look 
over at his placid friend, in her farorite aftec^ 
Aoon poet of obeenration. He was strongly at- 
tached to her, and he remindt*d himself that she 
was growing old and that be must try to see her 
ofteaer. He ndued her eompanionsliip, more lie- 
caaee be knew it was always ready for him, than 
because he always availed himself of it but the 
ssase of mutual dependence made them very famil- 
iar to each other when they did meet and had tisM 
for a bit of quiet talk. 

Df, Lealie suddenly tamed ; he kad watebed 
long eooagk to asake anre that Mrs. Graham was 
alone; her head had not moved for many minutes; 
and at first he waa going out of the front door, 
from eooM instinct he would hardly hare been 
wiUiag to aekaowMf% ^ ^ lesofailel j tmsed 
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A COUNTBY DOCTM. 

Mid went oitt to the diiiing*rooiii, to tell Marillav 
eClrr Im usuiil pnifentioiiiil custom of giving 
notice o( bit wbenrHbouti, that be was gmng to 
Mie. OmluiniV A prompt inqniry came from 
the kitchen to know if anything ailed her« to 
wUdi tlie doctor retarned a tcomfal negatire and 
eecmped thiottgh the side^oor which gave entrance 
both to the study and the dining-room. Tliere 
was the nsoal senr'ice at Manila's roeeting-ho«s^ 
but she had not rentared oot to attend iU giving 
the wrather and a grumbling toothache for lier 
r«asoas» though she concealed the fact that the 
faithless town milliner had disappointed her 
about finishing her winter bonnet. Manila had 
bcgnn life with cerUtn opinions which she had 
changed, thougli time and occasion had lee- 

tbe Taloe of some of them. She liked to 

connt herself among (hose who are persecuted for 
onasdmrs's sake, and was immensely fond of an 
OTgnment and of having it known that she was a 
dissenter from the First Parish Chnreh. 

Mil. Oraham looked up with surprise from her 
book to see the doctor coming in from the street, 
and. being helplessly lame, sat stiU. and pot oot 
ber hand to greet him, with a very pleased look 
om bar face. ** U there anything the matter with 
me?** she asked. *•! have bsgmi to think yo« 
*m*t caie to ttMoeiaU with weU people I yon don*l 
wsmdly go to cbnrch in the afternoon either, so yo« 
baven't taken refuge here beeanse Mr. Talent b 
ilL I mMt say that I miBsed h e arh f the belli I 
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shall kise myaelf altogether by the middle of the 
week. One most have some huMtmarka.** 

** Marilk compkined yesterday tliat she was all 
at sea becanse her apple pies gave out a day too 
soon. She pot tlie bread to rise the wrong night, 
and everything went wrong about the sweeping. 
It has been a week of great dooMstic cafauniiy 
with ns, but Nan confided to me this morning that 
tliers was anme trouble with our bonnet into tbe 
bargain. I had forgotten it was time for that,** 
said the doctor, huighing. ^ We always have a 
season of great anxiety and disaster until the bon- 
net question Is settled. I keep out of the way as 
mnch as I can. Once I tried to be amusing, and 
saU it was a pity the women did not folbw their 
grandmothers* fasluon and make a good Leghorn 
atrwetnre kst ten years and have no more trouble 
about it; but I was assursd that theie was n*t a 
■Mlliner now living who could set eueh an arrange- 

It going.** 

MarilU*s taate is not what one might call 

imonplaee,** said Mrs. Graham, with a smile. 
^ I think her summer head-coTering was a little 
the moet remarkable we have had yei. She 
drsssesso decently otherwise, good soul I ** 

*« It was astonishing,** said the doctor gravely, 
as he stood before the fire tliinking how pleasant 
the roooi looked ; alaMst ee faauliar as hie own 
study, with its lieavy nmbegany furniture and two 
M portmits and few quaint ornaments. Mm. 
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A COUNTBY MCTOtL 

Mid efw in blooin« unlike most treMorw ol 
Ir kind. There was a modern element in tlie 
nIto«— tome pretty ctitliiont and other bile 
embroidery; for Mrs. Omham iiad lome grand* 
^■liihlmn who were city horn and bred, and wlio 
Utile offerings to her from time to time. 
IIm table near her and between the front win- 
were many new books and magasinee« and 
the two neighbor! kept np a regular tya- 
of exehange, tlie doctor went nearer to eto 
"^rlMt might be found. There were a few minutes 
€i( mleaee, and he beeame oonscioos that Mrs. 
Offmham was making up her mind to say eoroo- 
thiagi but when she spoke it was only to ask if 
fters were anytliing serious the matter with the 
miabter. 

••Oh, DOi** said the doctor, •'he's a dyspeptie, 
■erious soul, too conscientious I and when the 
lime arrifue for the sacrifloe of pigs, and hb 
whole admiring parish Tie with eaoh other to offer 
spare-ribs on that shrine, it goes bard with the 
poor man* 

This was worth hearing, but Mrs. Oraham was 
a little sorry tliat she liad let such a good chanee 
go by f w Mying something that was near her 
heart, so presently she added, ^1 am sorry that 
poor Ifarilla hns n*t a better gift at personal deo> 
oration. It seems a pity to let her disfigure that 
pretty ehiki with such structurss in the way of 
brad>gnir. I was so glad whfu that abominable 

hat was kid by iof the 
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\7^. P~«y J^t" «•• doctor agmd, in a 
pmrokingly indilTrrenl tone, wheraupon Mrs. 
Graham's interest was lekindled, and saying to 
beteelf that the poor man dU not know the dan- 

ger and foolinhness of snek 'mnsm, she ?eo- 

tured another comment. 

-So mneh depends upon giring aehikTs taste 
the right dirsetion.** 

Dr. Lcelio had taken upamagasiae, and seemed 
to have found eomething that pleased him, but 
he at once kid it down and gknced tmtm or 
twice at his hostess, as if he hoped for futui« 
•"•truetions. - You see I don't know anything 
•bout It, and Nan doesn't think of her clotbes at 
•II, so far as I ean tell, and so poor MarilU has to 
do the best she cw^'• he miA miMly. 

-Oh demr, ysa.- answered Mm. Gimham, not 
without impatienoe. - But the child s appeal^ 
•we IS of some impoftance, and sinee a doUar or 

r .i^* ' T^ **J^ Jifferenoe to you, she 
•^•wOd be made to kiok liko the little hnly that 
•beia. DmitoU Mrs. Thaober would turn In her 
grnte^ for she certainly had a simphi good taste 
that was better than this. MarilU beeame tlie 
••V Pr^ of thai foolish liuk woman who makee 
bonnets on the East road. She has doae more to 
diinrafe the Ideae of our townspeople than one 
would beliere, and ihey tell you with such pleaa. 
WW that she used 19 woric In New York, as if that 

S^rL^**^*^*^ Itbaoomtorltosee old 
8^Jr »«mr nni lllie BgHy Mita^ ^ 1,^ j^ 
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lh<*ir ilcreni citirk silk bonnoU tliftt fgooA SnMn 
Martin timck f«>r tliaiii. H I coiilil i^o mii Uw 
Morrow I lierK*T» I wmiM railior bunt for a irt* ry 
kr^ Ti Ivrt ii|iet*im<*n of lior work, wliioli ii Wiw^ 
wliera iiiNitiiiri in a liig bamlbox, than tniM my 
tfK to tlieM i|;norant liaiidt. It b a great minliii^ 
tana to a town i( it lian bei*n dimppointail iu its 
aiillinor. Yon are qnito at her rnvroy, ami, woreo 
tlmn all, Imlile to entire iocial niita|ipreii«BikNi 
when joti TcuUire far from lioine.** 

^ So bcinnett are not a qneetion of frao will and 
IndiTidaiil ffveponniliiliiy ? ** ntked tlio doctor 
bcrly, "* I nnat nay that I haro wimdered eoi 
iintee if tlie women do not draw loU for tlieai. 
Bat what shall I do about Uie UtUe girir I am 
afmid I do her peat injnatice in trying to bring 
her np at all — it nceile a woman's eye,'* 

^ Yonr eye is just as good as anylioily V re- 
•ponded Mrs. Oraliam quickly, lest tlie doctor 
ahoold drift into sad Uionglit about his young 
wife who had been so bng dead and yet seeoMpd 
always a nearrr and dearer living prpsenoe to 
him. He was apt to say a word or two about 
her and not answer tlie next quest ion whidi was 
put to him, and presently go silently away, — bul 
t»day Mrs. Graham had important buMiiese \m 



^ My danglitrr will be here next week,** ahe 
obserred, pmently, ••and Tm sure that she will 
do any shopping for ytm in Boston with greal 
We might faieelaU MaiUk'e pbas. 



Ton eould easily say when you go liome that you 
liare spokon to me about it. I tliink it would be 
an exoolk*nt oppurtunity now, while tlie East 
Itoad establiflliment b in Uisfaror,** and when the 
doctor smiled and nodded, lib friend and hostess 
settled lierBi*lf comfortably in her ebair« and fell 
thnt she had gaim*d a point, 

Tlie sunshine itseU could hardly luive auuie 
that south parfer feok pkasanter. There was a 
log in tho fire tliat was wet, ami singing gently 
to itself, as if the snund uf tlie summer rustlingB 
and chiqangs had somehow been stored away iu 
iu sap, and abore it were some iiieoes of drier 
whittt bireli, which were sending up a yellow coo* 
fbgration to keep the laaraudliig snow-fiakea 
from itNning diiwn the chimney. Tlie geruaiums 
kwked brighter tlian by dayli}(lit, and soemod te 
hold their leairee toward the fiivpLioe as if they 
were hands ; and were even leauiag out a little 
way tbemselres and lifting their blaseoms like 
torches, as if tliey were a ivsenro foire, a little 
garrison of weaker soldiefs wlio were abn enemiea 
of the cold. The gray twiligiit was gathering mU 
of doors ; the trees looked nnked and defencelees, 
as one saw them througli the windows. Mie. 
Giaham tapped the arms of her diair gently with 
tho tips of her fingers, and in a few minutes the 
doctor ekised the book he was kiuking over and 
announced that tlie days were growing very short. 
There was something singubuly pleasant to both 
^ >• (Wr tub! tbmihgr nftmnumi 
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• You u^d to l«y m, • Si.»l«J >W' "y 
ZrtMiU line-™.!. "1 *•»■' !■»"" •'•'•.■"' ' 

tU . Bit"" »' "" '•' "" '°"''' ''» 1"* " "" 

- ..,un..g iK..»u,^ ■ e-' 'f "^ -"■«»»: 

«H .,>! mito IW j""n-J •'••■■■•'""• •™' *" 
br. .t U.. windo* •ai b... ".y d""" "^ 8" 

„n .-t lor • oeruin .n.o«Dt ol ..p«i»o .1 uio.™. 
i„«l ocounlioo 1» ««»' P"!*'. I """'' * *™" 
b. rf «r7 litll. «». Il"e'.'. '!■"• •" "^ 
■«pl. ■till Wt .1.0 n«dn,.. WlK.l.il»y- 

™l t^mpT™ lo.. b.nrf.1. otter- I l.ko to """k 
Uat Uh. cbildroo .0.1 gn^d*'""" >"" "^ •" 

■ r^r, p«r I brgi. to 1-1 liU. . ^M 

' ^., uw^M b. ,01.. da--"'. J~ k~r; 

if I wr. «li" ."d b.., 0.1 ol doo.,, »d th. 

iT A. it i- my ..iodi. bo-llog "••«"■ <» "" 
tall and iU body botb." 

-Well" "id tb. dootoc, l..Bk.t« • l.alo. 
-wbatiaitooirT'' n-u.«. 

-Tb. lilU. girt." "•'™«' ?*"• ST2 

S^u'i»8..X. Doo\trllr»W.^ 
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pat ft gmt <ImI of bop* whI fwlUi ukI affirMioa 
iiiiit tlmt cliiM'a mmT. It wttuM diMi^niit yni 
drcwltnltjr if tlMweranotintwMlinjkiul liannunt- 
oui to [wi>i>l« in goIwTmL ll wawu • tMniliur fact 
no* UiiU thi! tliuuld hav* roaw to livo wJlb jTMit 
tlial riM dMmld b« growing up in jonr iMOM; but 
Um Am tiling we know tlw will bo it young Ituly 
ini(«Ml of an unuting ebild, and 1 Uiink tint 70a 
cniinot iirip M>*ing tJtat a grvat Anal of raapODaU 
bilitjr b«longs to yon. SIm mnit b« equipped and 
proviaioned (or Um voyaga of lit*) iIm vnat ban 



/ 



"Bst I tbink tht baa Man tLan ntoat ehil>_ 
drwi,** 

"Tea, jrea, I dara mj. 81m ia a bright littla 
cnatnra, but her brigbtuaaa begin* to need Daw 
tiling! to work upon. 81m doea trry well aE 
aclMol now, I hear, and alM miiMfa Tor^r well and 
ia mndi lea* Uwl>«i than alia uaed to bo ) but alM 
ia like a tmodle tlutt rvfuara to barn, and ia aalia- 
flod with admiring ila auHlli!«ti<^ Sba ia quiti 
tiM qacen of tbe village cliildrcn in ona waj, and 
in aaotber aba ia qaita apart from tbem. I be- 
lieve tlie;r *o'y ber and look apon bar aa being ol 
anntW aori, and ]ret coont ber ont of latlf their 
plmia and ptaaaorea, and iIm nuu hofne, not 
knowing wbaUier to be pleaaed or bart. and polia 
down balf a doaes of jau books and sita pr o o d ly 
at Ibo windmr. Her pw knlUi Motbar had 
aonM gifta, bat ibo WMit adrift vary aoon. Mid I 
abo«U laaah Ham bar d«^ to ber neigbbor, aad 
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miiko Iier Uke in tlio Uea tlmt die owet •ome- 
tiling to lite world bcwdo following oat liff owa 
iiii«i i«tis(ying plant. When I wm » young 
womnn it wm a most bleaMd tliicovery to mo— 
Uwugh I WM not nny quicker »t making it tltaii 
othrr people, perbapt. — that, bettJe being happy 
myself and Taluable to myself, I must fit Hiytelf 
into my pUoe in society. We are sekiom left to 
work ak)iie, you know. No, not eren you. I 
know too much about you to beliero that. And 
it is n't enougli tlmt we are willing to talk about 
oorselres. We must learn to understand the sub- 
jm^ of the day that eTerybody talks about, and 
to make sure of a right to stand upon tlie higlieat 
common ground wherever we are. Society is a 
•ort of cltise corporation, sml we must know ita 
watchwords, and keep an interest in iU interests 
and alfaiii. I call a gentleman the man who. 
mther by birth or by nature, belongs to the brsi 
■octety. Tliere msy be bad gentlemen and good 
gentlemen, but one mutt feel insUnctiTely al 
home with a certain class, npresentatifes of 
wliidi ate likely to bo found ererywhere. 

-And as for Nan, you will be disappointed if 
she does not understand a litUe later your ow« 
way ol feoking at Uiings. She Aiust n't po^ ^V V 
f«n of whims and indWerenoesi/ 1 am too fond ul 

YOU to look forward calmly to your being disap. 
uointed, and I do belieYe she will be a most loTcly, 

daughterly, friendly girl, who wiU keep you fa^ 
bmag loMly as ywi grow older, Midi be a fi«M 



J 



blessing in erery way. Yet she has a strange his. 
tory, and is in a strange position. I hope you will 
find a good sdiool for her befoie very long.** 

Tliis was said after a moinent*s pnnse, and with 
considerable lieeitation, and Afra. Graham was 
grateful for the gathering darkness wkiih shel- 
tered her, and not a little surprised at the doctor*s 
answer. 

- 1 hare been thinking of Umt,** he said quickly, 
*«bnt it b a great pussle at present and I »m 
thankful to say, I think it b qnite safe to wait a 
year or two yet You and I lire so much apart 
from society that we idealise it agood deal, tliough 
you are a stray-away bit of it We Vn seldom 
^see the ideal gentleman or kdy ; we have to be 
contented wiUi keeping the ideal in our mimb, it 
seems to me, and saying that thb man b gi*Qtl^ 
manly, and tlmt woman' Udyh'ke. But I do bo. 
liere in aiming at the beet things, and turning ^ 



tbit young creature s good insUncts and unrom. 
mon powers into the proper cbanneb instead of 
letUng Iter become singubr and self^MtrvU hi^ 
eause she does not know enough of people of her 
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Mn. Graham gave a little sound of spproral 
that dM not stand for any word in partiouhr^ ••! 
wonder if her father*s people wiU ever make any 
cUimtoher? She said something about her aunt 
one^y ; I think it was to hear whatever I miglit 
It see m ed te me thai the poor child had 
in Ihb wiknown 







I; 












• i 



I 



1 



■.} 



1[ 

ft 

1 

•r 

r 
.♦ 

t 

». 



WP 



m^m 



«p 




• - 



mSmmi^ 



IM 



A COUNTMY DOCTOM. 



ACBOSS TBE 8TMEET. 



ItT 



WM worth wliHn ; •!•• appeared lo think of her at 
atoriof.fciirygodinoUier who might detOMid in 

OMfieMs at any moment" 

- 1 did not know ihe thought of her at alU •»- 
wwaoed the doctor, eomewhat diMnayed. ••She 
ptrer hai talked aboot her aant to me. IdareMj 
that the has been entertained with the whole mi» 

•••Weitory" 

- Oh, no," antwered Mr^ Graham, pkeidly. 
- 1 don*t think that b likely, hot it bqnito reaaoo- 
•Ue that the child ehoald be aware of aome part 
of it by this time. The Dyer neighbors are far 
Iran being reticent, good creatures, and they have 
little to remember that npproachce the interest 
ud excitement of that time. Do yoe know any^ 
thing about Miss Prince nowadays ? I have not 
keaid anything of her in a long while." 

•• She still sends the yearly remittance, which 
I acknowledge and put into tlie savings bank as 
I always have done. When Nan came to me I 
advised Mim Prince that I wished to assume aU 
«tfe of lier and should be gUd if she wouM give 
meentiie right to the diild, but she took noiwtic* 
of the request. It really •makes no practical dif. 
leionce. Only," and the doctor became much e^n* 
borrasssd, •• I must confess that I have a notioul v 
of letting her study medicine by and by if shei v 

•bows a Atness lor iU** , , . «i 

« Deaffdear I " said the hoetess, leaning forwardr 

•o suddenly that she knocked two or three books 
the eeraer of the table, and iseUog vety 



much excited* ••John Leslie, I can*t believe it I 
but my dear man used to say you thought twice 
for everybody else*s once. What can have decided 
you upon such a plan ? " 

•• How happened the juilge to say that ? " asked 
the doctor, trying to soofi, but not a little pleased. 
•• I 'm euro I can*t tell you, Mrs. Graham, only the ' 
idea has grown of itself iu my mind, as all right, 
ideas do^ and everything that I can see seems toi 
fiivor it. You may think that it is too early to' y 
decide, but I see plainly that Nan is not the sorti v 
of girl who will be likely to marry. When a man \ vj 
or wonwu has that sort of self-dependence and - 
unnatural self-raiiaace, it shows itself very early. \ ^ 
I believe that it b a mistake for such a woman lo ;> '^ 
■Mmry. Nan*s feeling toward her boy-pUymatea ' ^' 
is exacUy the same as toward the girls she koow% ' / 
You have only to look at the rest of the children 
together to see the diilereace ; and if I make sure 
by and by, the law of her nature is that she must . U 
live alooe and work alone, I shall help her to keep '^^ 
it instead of break it, by providing something else > . 
than the business of hnaipkeeDiBii; and what is 
called a woman's natural work« for her activity «/^ 
and capacity to spend itself upon." 

•• Butdon*t you think that a married life is hap> ^ 
piest?" urged the listener, a good deal showed "^ 
at such trsusim, yet soamwhat p e r su aded by ita ^ 
truth. 

-Yes^** said Dr. Leslie, sadly. -Yes iiideud, 
lor meet ef usb Wu eeuld mj 
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for that tide, you ftnd I ; bot a nilo it tometiiiict 
T«ry ortial for iU exceptioiii ; and ihere !• a Iifo 
BOW and then which b penmadod to put itwU ia 
iroM hj tbo forco of eutiom and cireumttancat, 
and from tba Uwk of bringing reason to bear upon 
Um tolring of tho most important qncslion of its 
uiitenoe. Of cooTM I don*t feel tare yet that I 
mm right aboot Nan« bat looking at her tad inheiw 
itanoe from her mother, and her good bheriUnoea 
fitmi other quarters, I cannot liolp feeling that she 
wight be fnr mow unhappy Uian to be made ready 
to take up my work liera in Oldfields when I have 
lo Uy it down. She will need a good anchor now 
mmi then. Only thia summer she had a bad day 
ol it that made me feel at my wiU' end* She was 
angry with one of the children at scliool. and af- 
terward with ManUa because she scolded her for 
Boi keeping better account of the family Umes and 
,f,,nns, and ran away in the afternoon, if you 
please, and was not heard from until next mons- 
faig at brrakCast time. She went to the old place 
and wandered about the fields as she used, and 
eivpt into some slielter or otiier. I dare say that 
oIm eUmbed in at one of the windows of the 
iMuse. though I could not make quite sure with. 
•at asking mora queetions tlian I thought worth 
wUle. Bhe came stealing in early in the mons- 
lag. looking a little pale and wild, but ihe haaa^t 

pkyed such a prank since. I had a call to the 
mn% town and Marilk had eridently been awahB 
aBaiiM. I gol home early ia the morning "7* 
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self, aad waa told that it WM supposed I bad 
picked up Kan on the road and carried her with 
me, so the Uame was all lendy for my slmuUeiu 
unkvs we had both happened to see the young 
culprit strolling ia at the gate. I wm gfaul slio 
had punished her«»lf, eo thai thet^ waa no need 
of my doing it, though I had a talk with her a 
day or two afterward, whea wo weiv both ia oar 
right miiids. She ia a giiod child eaough.** 

"•I dare say,'* remarked Urs. Giaham drily, 
•• but it seems to me that aeithor of yuu touk If a. 
rilla saflcieatiy iato aeeooat. Tlmt muet hava 
bim the dreaing that thepw enal went to mmAj 
every hoase ia town to ask if there weiv any sttay 
company to tea. Soaw of as ooaU not help won- 
dering where the young perwa was finally «Us. 
corerrd. She lias a great laaey for the soctecy of 
lim Betsy Milmaa siid Sally Tnraer at piveaiit, 
and I quite sympathiie with her. I oftea look 
OTer Uiere aad see the eadof their houee with 
that oae little equaia wiadow ia the ?ery peak 
of it spyiag up the street, aad wish I coaU pay 
them a visit myself aad hear a bit of their wise 
gossip. I qaite eavy Naa her duinca of going 
in aad being half fetguttea as she siu ia oae of 
their short chauns listaawg aad watchmg. They 

asedtebegnaftfriradsof hergrandmother'a. Oh 
ao| if I eeald go tesee them they wooU bMisi 

apoa my goiag bte the best room, aad wesboaU 
all be quite aaeomtortebla. It b mask* better te 
•il hem aad Ihiak abeal 
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flai4mii8 crwk atmy oTer t\n Httto bojt' jncteto 
mhI iroiitem.** 

- 1 musi coiifaM ihiU I •"^▼t »y •^ cloUiei 
MiidwIUierolotlittday/'MidUMdoetor. ••MiurilU 
Mft their mwiding It not whal H iitad to be, too. 
bal il b q««lte g«od enongli. At for tbmi Utile win- 
dow« I baldly ever tee U without remembering tlie 
day of yoor Miit Miirpiret*e (MnereL I was only 
A boy end not d«^»ly afflicted, bat of eoniee I had 

ny phee in Uie provetMoci and was eoanted aoMNig 
the BMHimeia, and at we paMod the Mtlmaa plaoe 
I taw ilie old lady*e faee np there just filling the 
ioer email pam*a. Yoo know alio was almost lielp- 
lem,MMl howihebad got np into the little garret I 
eamiot imagine, but the wae evidenrly determined 
to inepeet the p roc em ioo aa it went dowa the bnry* 

fcigfionndUne. It was a pity they did not ent the 
window beneaUi it in Uie lower room in lier day. 
To« know what an odd f ace elie had j I mppuee 
U waa distorted by dieeaae and ont o# all sliape it 
ererknew; bnt I ean eee it now, f rannd in with 
its cap bolder and the window aa if there were 

BO more of her.** 

••She leally wae the most eoriooe old eraatnret 
H mote than aeoounte (or lire. Tamer*e and llim 
Belsy*e lore ferapieeeof newt,** said Mr^ Omp 
bam, who was mneh amoMd. -B*^'^"^^^^ 
deiBtood thevalneof tlioMold newe-hiflng peopla. 
fri mneh local history and ttadition mnst die 
with every one of tliem if we take no H"^ 
fmil. I hepe yen ess who "-*" -^^^ 




of as mnch as possible. Ton doctors ooght to be 
onr historians, for yon alone see tlie old conntiy 
folks famiUarly and csa talk with them withont 
rsstraint** 

•* Bnt we have n*t time to do any writing,** the 
gneet replied. •« That is why oar books amonnt 
to so little for the most part The active men, 
who are really to be depended npon as practi* 
tioners, are ki*pt so bnsy that tliey are too tirad 
to ttse the separate gift for writing, even if they 
possess it» wMeh many do not And the liter- 
ary doctors, tlie medical scbobrs, ate a differait 
class, who bare not had tlie experience which 
alone can make their advice reliable. I mean 
of conreo in practical matters, not anatomy and 
physiology. Bot we have to work onr way and 
depend npon oorselvcs, we coontry docUm, to 
whom a ooiisoltation is mors or km adownfall of 
pride. Whenever I liear that an old doctor b dead 
I sigh to think what trrasane of wisdom aie ket 
instead of being added to the general fond. That 
waa one advantage of potUng the yoong men with 
the elder prectitaooers; many valimblo soggesticoe 
were handed down in that way.** 

•• I am very well contented with my doctor,** 
said Mrs. Graham, with enthnsiasm, at this fiiet 
eoavenient opportnaity. •• And it ie very wiee 
of yon all to keep «p enr oonfldence b the bee 
of sneh facte as theee. Ton can haidly have the 
'^ wj more abont the malpinetiee ef 
M Wimm b yon ee huah^aad 







A COUVTKT DOCTOB. 

•a IgiKwmntly. Yon «» »l«»]ri «*• thongli, for 
oar ««»ci«noe« lire uHiiJly •nmrdnff Mixitr III* 
nnwmbnuiMaf •""• Umoivr^miM wUiiA mifil'* 
biT. bimkird y«i U it dU ««*• P«w bum.!!- 
hy," dw »»W»l "» " «»»" "* «M"|w"»«>' " J_* **• 
lo grapa iU w»)f UiroHgh a dwil o( dArkneM." 

Th« doctor •igliwl. but l>a wm uncommonly 
nrtfal imJ wimforUibU in lUi Urpo «rm-«l'ai'' ba- 
ton th* ftoder. It wt. quite d«k D«t ol do«r. 
M«. uid tb« lirt pi« hH the H^^ t)«t wm i« 
Um nwm. I*rt«uily li» roi»«i liinMotI » UttU 
Ut ny •• • Puor litimwiity,' inUwsl 1 And 1 wp- 
pow nobody Mca llw fciilore* wid miwrita M 
nmben o( wy p«rf««or. do. Tbw wiU b« 
Moi« Md man »>rMr and d«Ut M Uw [m|hi- 
ktJion lacmaie* and oowprtili* *»»'• »*■ *» ■«•"* 
to PiO tli»t to M«l in ««'• wk baeomei mow 
.Ml mowii»«»ndiirymoar.i iodo.B««*d«l 
mm) b* w"ll p«d roc It ntoka firaL Ow» loeU U* 
Wary ot iweli porpnw* •»•'» »» OldGeUU" 

- 1 omnot ae* th«» tl»o woHd changw in«h. 
I ofteB wiah thu I could. ibougH •'""'X «>» ^ 
Ikia w»y." aidd tba Ume woman (com hw p*l by 
Um window, a* the dnctor roaa to go awmy. " I 
ftad my d«y« jMlao««ly alike. »nd yo» do noi 
koow wUl a vU>»M>T* thi. tnik haa beub U aalia- 
•w my liongry mind iu»a giraa um a g«a* doal 
to tl»»i.k o<i yew would not bolioto wUut m *p- 
prtita 1 Uad. Oh. don't think I D«d any owiwea, 
It ia a Brt«t [JeM0« lo ara you Ann in and onl 
ii tht r*S Md 1 UlM M aM rw« iHif «Ba^ ^ 



ACaOSS TttK MTMESr. 

to tb* atady, and to know that yoa ara (hn% and 
fond of ««L Dot winter loekoil vary long and 
Ufa vary abort bvfbra j-on cntna in tliia aftamoon. 
I aB)>paaa yoa hara bad mkhi^ ol taritiy lor ana 
day. ao I ■ball not tall yoo wbat I mean to bara 
(nf lea, bat D«xt Sundny nigbt I •ball nc]Mct yoa 
to com* and bring your ward. Will yoo plnH 
ring, ao that Manha will bring tlw li;;buF I 
alionld like to aend Nan a niea Lrltar to rnd which 
eaina yealanlay fma my littlu grmnd-danghtar i« 
Rnm«. I aliall be to |^ad wb«u iliay ai» all at 
hoRM agaia. Sba ia abuit Nana age, yoa know: 
I mtut aaa to it that thay make (rimda with rack 
otlier. Dnn't pat m* on a dnaly top abrlf again 
and forget ma for Rv* or aix wrain," laaglmd tba 
Imatna, aa lier gaaat |irotr«teil and lingafcd a aiB* 
»ta alill before ha Ofwnod iba d«or, 

" Yoa woa't aay anything of my ooiildenee*r* 
at whidb Un. Onliam abakta her h«ad with MtJi- 
AMtary gr**lly, UMtugh U Dactor Ualfa Imi , 
knowa aba waa iawaitlly much amnard. and a» i 
aorad baraolf dirrally that aba Uapri to h««r •• 
more of awHi plana ; bow enuld ha toll that tha 
girl haraalf wonU fn* lo thrm. and wbalber | 
OUAekb ItarU wooU brar Nan a* l.ia f>«n aw^/ 
aaaaoraad tia madital adriaerT But iohn Lralia 
vaa a wiaa, (a^oaaMig nun, with a graat pnwvr at 
h<4diBf to U* prajreta. Ha rrally mtnt b* ktpk 
to Ua pramiaa of a weekly vlait ; alie wm at anm* 
am in the wurM altor all. ao Uig aa thna «»■ 
IMMlid Bel^btaia «<Mb il^ aad M uy nia 
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•be luid gftined her pomt nboai the poor ohUd*t 
dotbct. 

As for the doctor, he found the outer world modi 
obeeored hy ilie ttorni, and hoped that nobody 
would need bis services that night* as be went 
stombling home though the damp and clogging 
snow underfoot He felt a strange pleasure in 
the sight of a small, round head at the front study 
window between the glass and tlie curtain, and 
Nan came to open the door for him, while lla^ 
rilla, wliose unwonted Sunday afternoon leiiHira 
seemed to hare been dcTOtcd to fragrant expert* 
ments in cookery, called in pleased tones from 
the dining-room tliat she had begun to be afraid 
he was going to slay out to supper. It was some- 
how much more homelike thiin it used to be, tlio 
doctor told himself, as lie pushed his feet into the 
slippera which had been waiting before tho Are 
until they were in danger of being scorched. And 
before Marilla had announced with constderable 
ceremony that tea was upon tli^ table, lie bad 
Bsenred himself that it had been a Tery pleasant 
bonr or two at Mrs. Graham*s, and it was the best 
tUng in the world for both of tliem to see somo* 
thing of eadi other. For the little girl*s sake he 
mnst try to keep out of ruts, and must get bold 
of s o m eb o d y outside bis own little world* 

But while be called himself an oM fogy mmI 
other impolire names lie was conscious o( a graTO 
and sweet desire to make the child s life a lucciiss 
lal eatt '^te MiV <mI nAal was is Imt own mind 



and capacity, and so to wisely educate her, to give 
her a place to work in, snd wisdom to work with, 
so far as liecooU; for be knew better tluin most 
wtn that it b tlte people who can do nothing wlio 
find nothing to do, and the seerift of happiness in 
this world is not only to be useful, but to be 
fofurer elevating one's usee. Some one must be 
intelligent for a ebiki until it b raady to be Intel. 
ligi*nt for itself, and he toU hi.nself with new 
drebion that lie mnst be wbe in hb bws for Nan 
and make her keep them, ebe site neter «mU ho 
nder the graoe ef any of her owa. 
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VKW OUTLOOKS. 

Dii.LK8LisheUtooiecnr«Ijthe»ff«tlono(hU I 
to«iia|«»pU t(> b« ill dan^r o( loiing ihrir rrgaxl 
or rrfpecl, yrt lia wmild ■)»*• been IwU iMinrd ! 
Mid lialf amiiMHl if ha luu) known liow foolislily 1 
kit |>liinB. wbicU cume in tim« to h» tiis wBrd't , 
Kko, mm BiniW and frowned upon in ttw Old. ; 
B^lda )»«»•>. Conrormity is Ui« imirinitieii o( : 
Mnch •er.wJ-mtit virtue. H we keep nor « cer- f 
Uin linmlile level «f mornlily and ael>i«*«nipnt, 
ear neiglibow are willing to M ui slip tlirongli liU 
DMbkUeneed. Thowi wlio aiiticip*lB tJM opnioM ; 
•nd doriiion* o( K)<;ict]r muil expect to be found 
fnilty of innny aina. 

There wna not one of tbe young yillag* P^pl* 
eo well known aa the doctor'a little girl, who diwre 
with him day by day, and with wlwm be keptaueb 
drligfatfiil and tmatful ronipnnionabip. If alw had 
been nkrA in later yeara what bad decided her to 
Mudy not only her proft-eeion, bat any profewion. 
it wMild \»n bfw hard for l«t to anawer any- 
thing braid* the truth thiit the belief in It had 
p««n with lieraelf. Thwe had hf«t many rww>n« 
«h7 U MMMd iMMocMwy. Tim* wai trct; 
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jmnpeet tint ah* vontd be rich eaeogh to^ 
her beyond tlio neccaaiiy of aelf^aupport. Slw 
cmiM li«ve found occupation in aimply krrping 
the doclor'a house and Wing a oordial ItuaieM In 
that btnnc and a welcome gucat in otlirr people'*. 
8liw waa already welrotne ererywbrr* in OldRi-lda, 
but In aplte of ihia, which would have teemed to* 
All the batrta and Urea of other girls, it sanned 
lo her like a frugment of her life and dniy; and' 
wlwn ah« had oidervd her boutekeeping and lirr 
aocinl dntlea, there waa • tvatlces reiulinesa for » 
meee abaorbing duty and industry ; and, as th« 
yean went by, all her desire tended in one dira» 
tion. Tlie one thing aba cared moat la Iram in- 
cnaard Ita attraction continually, snd thongh one 
might think the purpose of her guardian had bad 
its indiienca and moulded her character by Its pet^ 
aistence, tbe truth wss that t)>e viae doctor simply 
followed aa beat be could the leadings of tlie ytmny 
nntare itself, and m tbe girl grew nstuntlly year 
by yeair, teaching out half nnconiciously for wlial 
belonged to her life and growth ; being tui^t ona 
thing more than all, that her duty must h* M- 
lowed escerly and reverently in spite iif the ad. 
vtraa leaaons which tempted and aometimes hafllad 
bar. As sho grww older slie was to ■nderutand' 
more i^arly that indreiaitm ia bnl anotbsr n*m« 
for eowardioa and weakneaa ; a habit ol mind th«t 
qukkly Increases its power of hindraoee. 8ha 
had the bAlta that belonged to her chancter, but 
thaae vwa the iMlta gf hwta sad nshasM rMfaw 
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A COUNTRY DOCTOR, 

re wM a thy sort of interooiirte between Niiii 

Mri. Gndiiiai*! gimitdchililren, but it w«s iMit 

VAlmible to m%j o( tli« young pat»pl« at first, 

emratry ebiU beiii|; too old and full of expts 

*c« to fellowtkip with the yoiingestt and too 

in tho familiar madiinory of tliotr social 

fsvl moeh kinship with tlio eldest 

•ring one of these early siiminer visits, 

^lirsctly after a ten-pHrty which Marilb had 

*«lly pMJeeted on Nan*s aoeooiit» that Dr. 

suddenly announced that be meant to go 

ftar a few days and should take Nan 

liiai. Thb event Imd long been promised, 

s ee m e d al lengtli like the promise of bap* 

fai a future world, reasonably certain, but a 

▼ague and distant. It was a more important 

1^^ ^ tluM auybody understood, fur a di*ar and 

^^^^liar diaplsr of life was ended wlien the ex* 

t pair drove out of tlie vilbige on their way 

^ ^A^^« far-off railway station, as auother had been 

when the door of the Thaoher farm-house 

shtti and padlocked, and Kan had gone 

I snowy night to live with tlie doctor. 

^^ wealber al any rate was different now, for it 

^la early June, Ike time when doctors can besi 

^te thsmsBlfua a holiday ; and though Dr. Lee- 

he assured UnMolf that he had little wish to take 

the Jonmoy, ho Csit it quite due to hb ward that 

she should see a Uttlo mors of the world, and hap- 

pOj dno also to certain patienta and hb brother 

ffc/aiainna thm ho ahonld visil the laslnunen^ 
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makcra shops, and some bookstorre; in fart there 
were a gimil many imimrtuHt emuids to whidi it 
was jtt^ as well to attend fai prrson. Uut he 
walclHHl Naa*s wide^»p«, delightod evee, ami oh- 
senred Iter Imek of sur|>rtse at strange sights, aiid 
her perfect readiness for the marreluus, with gtval 
amusement He waa touched and plensrd because 
she cared most fiir wimi had concerned hfaui to 
be told wliere lie lived and studied, and to see the 
pbcee he liad known b«st, roused meal onlhn^ 
siiism. An aftHnoon in a comer of the lundingw 
room at the Athenaram library, in which he had 
spent deligtitful hours wlien lie waa a youiy man, 
•cemed to pl.iise the young girl more than any- 
thing else. As he sat beside the table whetu ho 
had gathered enough books and papers to ksl far 
many days, in hb delight at taking up again Ua 
once familiar habit Nan k^oked ou with aympn- 
thetic eyea, or watdied the sqoin^^b in thetteea 
of the qubi Granary Burying Ground, which 
••cased to Iter like a bit ef dwotry whidi tho 
noisy dty had canglit and imprisoned. Now »^^ 
•he waa fairly out iu tim worhl she fell a 
•trange interest iu Iter mjsterious aant, for L w« 
thb hitherto unknown space ootside the botden 
of OldOekb to whbh her father and hb people 
hAmgfd. And as a charming oM lady Wuni by 
in a prrtty cnrriago, the ehiM'a gaao fallowed km 
wbtf ally as she and the doctor weio walking almw 

thestieet With a smidm bbae e# ImaglunSi 
ahehmiwbhdllh.^pU.^^^-tS 
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tlie likencM to her f«tber« of wbicli ibo bad 

« WMiieciiiMs told, and tlmt the csrrinisis had beeii 

Imck, to tlmt the lung ettmngeinent might 

•aded. It was a •trange thing lhat« just a(U*r- 

Dr. Leslie liad, with miicli dismay, caught 

, of tlia true aunt ; for Miss Anna Prince of 

^^^^Apori had also seen fit to make one of her raro 

~ ~ to Boston. Slio looked dignified ami statt-ly, 

> little seTsre, as she went down tlie side 

^ Awav fnnn them. Nan's qnitk eyes Itad %\t> . ' 

^i<*d 

V^ and the country fiJks, Mml woidd have even 

^^Fcegiiised a certain provincUlism in her Cstlier*s 

aiitsr. The docUir had only seen iliss Prince 

snes many yenn before, but be bad known her 

with iiittinctive certainty, and Nan did nol 

tbougb slie was racist grateful for it, why 

be raiclied for her hand, and held it fast as 

Ihey walked together, just as be always nsetl / 

to do when she was a little girL She was not / 

yet folly grown, snd she neTcr suspected tlie 

nndden thrill of drt*ad, nnd conscionsness of tlie 

gteet battle o( lite which she must soon bi*gin to 

fight, which all at once ihilled tlie doctor s boNrt. 

•• U*s a cold world, a colil world,** be had said to 

Umself. ** Only one thing will help her through 

iuMy, and that b her usefulness. She slmll never 

bn rithrr a tliief or a beggar of tlie world*s favor 

if I can bare my wisli.** And Nan, boMing his 

hand with ber warm, soft* ebildisli one, hmked up 

fai bis facsb all uncoMsions IhnI ho lim«gbt witk 



pity bow unaware she was of the yean to come, 
and of their difference to tliis sunshine holiday. 
** And yet I nerer was so happy at ber age as I 
am tliis summer,** the doctor told hunself by way 
of cheer. 

They paid some Tisita together to Dr. Leslie*s 
mncb-ii^(leGted friends, and it was interesting to 
see how, for the chiM*a sake, be tesnmed his phice 
among these acquaintances to wliom he had hmg 
been Unked eitlier perionally in times past, or by 
family ties. He was sometimes rsproacbed for 
his hnre of sedusino and conlially welcomed back 
to his oU rshithms, but as often found it impna- 
sible to restore anything but a formal inteivonrse 
of a BMSt temporary nature. The people for 
whom ho oared most, all seemed attracted to his 
young ward, and bo noted this with pleasura, 
though be had not recognised the (act tliat be 
had been, for the moment, basely uncertafai 
whether bis jutlgmenl of ber worth wooM be con- 
Armed. Jle bughed at the insinuation that be 
bad Bsade a hermit or an outkw of himself; lie 
would bavo been stil! more amused to bear one 
of bis old friends say that this was the reason 
they bad seen so little of him in faUe years, and 
that it was a shame that a man of his taleni 
and many valnea to the worM sbouM be hying hie 
Kglit under Iho OUUMds bnsbal Mid aU for tbo 
isEe of bringing up this child. As for Vaa, sho 
had littb to aay, bm hapi bar eyes and cars wtdo 
9gm. aad bahafid kanslf disisoat^. Ska had 
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A COUNTRY DOCTOtL 



_ to behmg only to Um Tilhge sIm ktd bfti 

ia iImm daji tlie bccain« a dtixm of ibo world at 
Itfge. Hor lioriiOD bad tuddifnly booomo larger^ 
Md ahe might have dUcovered moro Umn ono 
laago ol moontaiiia which mutt be croMcd at the 
jaais lad her forward stcadil j, cm bjr om. 

There b nothing eo intoreeting aa to he aUe to 
the change and progieM of the mental 
wal natnrii prorided it growa eagerly and 
m y There mott be periods of repoee and 
hibernation Uke the winter of a plant, and in iU 
iprinctime the liTing eonl wiU both ooneeiondy 
mrf nnoonecionely leach ont for new itorength and 

nnw Hnfat The leasee and flowem of action and 
^^ aiemdythoilgneoltbeTitalltythal 

witUn. 



zn. 

AOAIMT TBn wmK 

DimillO the nest few yean, while Nan wna 
growing np^ OMBelda ilaeif ehanged lem than 
many country towne of ite aite. Thongfa eome 
facet might he mimed or altervd* Dr. Leelie's 
honmhold m em ed mneh the aamot and Ura. Gm» 
hani« a little thbner and oUrr, but moie patient 
and eweet and deiightfnl than erer, aita at her 
parlor window and ivada new hooka and old oneoi 
and makea heraclf the orntre of mneh love and 
happincaa. She and the doctor have grown more 
and moie friendly* and they watch the yonag 
girra development with great pride : they look fot^ 
ward to her vacationa mora than they wonid care 
tooonfemeven to each other; and wbm aheeooiee 
home eager and gay« aha mekea both tbeae dear 
frienda feel yonng again. When Nan ie not there 
to keep him oompany« Dr. Leetie alwaya driveai 
and haa grawn more cnrefnl abont the comfort of 
hie carriagea, tbongh ha tella himaelf with grant 
pIcaMire that he ia raally much mora yonthfal hi 
lii« leriinga than he wae twenty yeam befora^ and 
diiee nol hveitate to mtj openly thni ho alwnU 
MinUkgy hgr thto tima H H knd 
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A cousrnr doctob. 

for the blestiiig of yoaiig oompiiniontliip. 
XViiM Nim it pl«ii8ed to c-oinnmiid, Iw is mIwavs. 
vaiidj to take long rides and tbo two stiddles are 
\MnMhed op« and tliey wonder whj tbo bits are so 
Ianiisiie4, and slie holds bis horse*s bridle wbile 
hs goee in to see his patients, and is ready with 
Merry talk or serious questions wlien bo n^p- 
pears. And one dark night she list«*ns from her 
window to tlie doniand of a messenger, and softly 
erafps down stiiirs mid is n*Mdy to take her plaro 
by bis side, and drive him acrons the hills ns if it 
were the best fun in the world, witli the fright- 
ened count ry-bciy cluttering behind on his baro- 
baeked steed. The moon rises lute and tliey ci»me 
borne }wi before daybreak, and though the d«io- 
lor tries to bo stem as ho says lie cannot hnve 
sneli a piece of mischief happen again, he wonders 
bow the girl knew that he liad dreaded for once 
in hb life the drire in the dark, and bad felt a 
little less strong than usdal. 

If arilhi still reigns in noble state. Slie lias some 
lime ago accepted a colleague after a preliminary 
allow of resentment, and Man lias little by litUo 
infnsed a different spirit into the housekeeping ; 
and wben lier friends come to pay Tisits in the 
Tacations they find tlie old home a very cbarmbig 
fUmoB, and fall qoite in Iots with both tbo dnetor 
and Mm. Oraliam bef«ire tliey go away. MarilLi 
always kepi the large east |iarlor for a sacred 
abrbM of soeieiy, to be ristted cbbOy by berself as 
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enter room than anybody erer imagined possiblo, 
end uses it with a freiidom which appeam to the 
old housekeeper to h^k ounsideratioo and lesptset. 
Nun makes the most of her vaoatioiis, while the 
neiglibors are all gfaul to see lier come back, and 
some of tliem are mneli amused because in sum- 
mer she still dings to her diildish impatience at 
wearing any head covering, and no matter how 
much Marilhi admires the liat which is deco- 
rously worn to diurvh eteiy Sunday morning, it 
is hardly seen again, except by cluuice, during the 
week, i<^id the bruwn hair is sure to be faded a 
little before the summer sunsliine b past. Nan 
goes about vbiting wben she feeb inclined, and 
seems surprisingly unchanged as she seats herself 
in one of the snokeOirowiied Dyer kitdiens, and 
listens eageriy to whatever information b offered, 
or answers cordially all sorte of questions, whether 
tliey eanoem Iter own experiencee or tlie worid s 
in gmeraL She has never yei seen ber Auber's 
sister, Umugli die sUII thinks of ber, and somo- 
timee with a strange kmging for an evidence of 
kind feeling and kinship which has never been 
shown. Thb lias been diief among tlie vague aor. 
rows of ber girlhood. Yet once wben ber guardian 
luid adied if abe wbbed to make ei«ie attempt at 
iiitereourie or condlbtion, be bad been answered, 
with a scorn and deddon worthy of gmndmoiber 
Thacber herself, that il wee for Hiss Prfnoe to 
■Mke advances U dM ever wbbed for dther tbf 
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-a60 A COVrfTRV POCTon. 

Kail's pit fimt Into for tim grcut pr»f<^ion wlilrti 
-WK* l«*r (.ItiiaUli driiglit Kiul ninliitinn. To U 
■urn ului liml KtiKlieil luiiitAiny nn<l jiliyiiicilogy wilU 
«^;«r lioviilioii in llio iiienKre U>«t-l>™.ki« nt •clionl, 
tl»o<iK'' f'O "*''*'■ Ki""!" '*' cn'mltlw' ^'tprily at 
Uie l««k. I-wie "B". *'""' '^"" '""' «»"''•''•'' w 
her dxMrt^ crmiica timt ■>!»< mi-iLiit tn lie r doetm-, 
U«^y "em IianHy iiiifiiri«oil Omt ■be HiioiiM d«*L?p- 
mrna upon » carw-r wliirli tli-y woiiltl liawi n- 
Jnlml (or llirniMlvm. Sli« wu not nf tlirlr miiHl, 
Mid tlii-y bi-liovwl her «i|«Wo ot .loi"K niiylHing 
■Im umJortook. Yet tn moia of llx-m tlw jMMiil>lii 
and «»di probiil>l<' ninrrUp' wliii-li wft« wmiitnf 
•DDifiwItcra in tlio futiirn kcpium! to Imwr like * 
cloutly Imrricr o»fr tlia rrtliMtioii ot Hny lucU nil- 
uMiirKl plans. 

TlM-y wmiin-il llicmnolvrs tlint Uirir »rIiool- 
mnio sliowrd no nij;" o( Iwing llie wwt of gfrl 
«bo trinl t. Ih> iniuiiit''li «ml lo (onnko l»r imt- 
«nl Tooilioii for « i>nif«*«io«. Rli« did not Iw* 
•mMg-miiHlol; Iw-sidm bIib Ii«d no nood tn work 
for Iwr li»l"g. litis wiinl of n ricli ni»n. who wm 
ultngpltipr llin ni"st lirilllHnt und braoUfid pTl 
ill •ili'wi. Vel ereryliody knrw tlwt slw liad h 
•tniiign tenuity of purp"**. nrid tlicre ws» ■ Uek 
of prrtrnsion. und a simplidty llmt •rome.l llw 
dweiu of •dK»mri Bsistenoo. ETurylwIy knew 
too tlmt slm wM not « oommonpUce girl, »od ti« 
ynnngi-r (ricmls m»do t»r tlw horoioB of llwir 
fomlest nnlicipiUionB M drflHm«. But *UtT M, 
a Mimiil M U evwj'Gbdy, •rtn tbo ^rl hctMl^ 
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lind Ut sj^t'it of iImi nn« fnnijli.r l.l«i. It tm. % 
lii.lHn.1 lldnu .-m>hkI>II>iU .Jm sIkmiM I«»d 1>.«<».i« 
oKl»rl in rfiHl.-hi>gvnn.ius win.* si-i^icr* lo tU 
p«ti.ni. in Or. I^li-", „i^,^, „„| »,^rti.n« 
■sMM liHnwiH>n noollioriianiinwtUHt hand. M»> 
rilU bvnnM iiuwoMlila st ll>o siglii of x\,„ in,tt 
daiiirenHM irf wo.imK ami nMil.l ihM Ui (n».tnj lo 
■"Of-t tl.o most fitniiiiar bnnwlml.1 n-mcty, aft.r 
all In.r year, of ni*s.iatNm wiUi tho iimotiw of 
ntrdicinn, and it wu ronsrdcml litcky tli«t Nan 
iMd MOM aptiHw for Midi .or»io^ In W 
ehiMhood ahn Iwd (.rm nirhoom^ "U.o litUo 
doelor." by tlix i»iHol.old an.l c*cn a ftw bmiliur 
fr.o...U, but UiU «a. a,.,»rpnlly «..lprowo. tbougli 
iH-r gunliM ImuI m<ir<i Uinn mieo annotmre.! in 
■iKl-Ien oatbnnli of rnUinsiMm lliat sIm .Imidy 
k-ifur m-ra ilisn ninsi of Um pr..pl« wl.o iri«| *«, 
pmeticB mod^ino. Thoy one« in a «l.i|« L.lkr.1 
alMNit aooM aotfgraiion or diacnvtiry wi.jcli w«> at- 
Irocting Dr. \mM, .tt*..llo«. I«t tU gWX a»>„«a 
Jianlfy lo havo |i«in««l n<iirh intm^t rvm f.-r tk;*. 
»»l beomi. a link, aliy of hrinff fonnd witl. .wo 
of iIm «mhIw»| booka in lirr band, na ahn tr»l to 
fancy ItrrMf ii ayn.pnlhy wiili tU ««nvMii«,i.| - 
world of mImoI ami of tlw rrrryniky idn* of so. 
ti'ty. Aini yot U-, i,„r,^| ,y„p,U,y »i,h , j^cv 
«ors anil a Biin:oM)-. wwk ^^ aimw-r rim] 
■in^Bor. tlwngfc aha Aim^n^ Mnrt^tly tk- pn» 
-billly o( Wk.wi™B hor.heni In any for..] war. 
•.-0^ aft. aJl. her wnrid ba.1 wtrm^ to f.*ki,t i 
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wwM«tli« triad to Mmtv thnt tba tbottU be Mik- 
I witli Iter Oldatfklt life. She wtt fond ol nped- 
J , and tlie Imd neYer Ucked empioyiMil^ UMdre» 
Om wbhed to proT« lienelf an ifittlligvai eoaii|iM> 
io« to Dr. Lcelie« wlioui ebo bred more and more 
^mM\j At the jeere went by. Tbere bad been a 
long time of reeerre between ber eliildiab freedoei 
el intemane witb bim and tbe lael y^v or two"^ 
wbentbeybadbi^ntoepeakffeelytoeacboiber J/ 

ee friend to friend. U wae a oonetani eorprtee 
end pleaeaie to tlie doctor wben be dieoorered tlial 
Ue former pUytbing wae growing into a charming 
eooilMUiion wbo often looked upon life from tbe 
^-^ etandpoint as btmeelf, and wbo Imd ber own 
ontlooke upon tbe world, from wbenoe eke wae 
oMe to give bim by no meant wortbktt intelli- 
genet ; and after tbe tcbool-daye were over be wae 
noi amaard to find liow rrttleet and dittalitfied 
tiw girl wat; bow impottibla it wat for her to 
eentent bertelf with following the ronad of bonee- 
hold dntiee which were toppotedto content yoong 
women of ber age and teiCian. Enm if AMTlrM^ 
lo pny ntitt or receire them from her friendt» or 
le go en with her ttndiet, or to reww tooM t«i»» 
book ol wbieh the had been food« there wae no 
molieo lor it; it Ul led to nothings U b^gan lor no 

lenton and ended b no nte, at the enhdmod ooo 
day moot dramatically. F^orNanhnniedthimiil^ 
her honte bneiaetti or neglected lli ae the cmo 
Bight be, gieatly to MarUk^t tnrpriee mid etorn^ 
fa?An gtrnrnd itiwp pwftd h met ll d l H r« > and 
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interteted in the honm affaire. More and mere 
the pnisled bertelf and everybody abont her, and 
at the dayt went by the tpent thtm oot ol doort ^ 
at the old farm, or on the rirer, or in taking long 
ridee on a yonng herte; a bargain the doctor bed 
eomewhat repented before he fonnd that Nan wat 
helped thnmgh tome of her tronbled honrt by the 
creatnre*t wtldnem and fleelnett. It wat tery 
pfaun that hia ward wnt adrift, and at Crtt tbe 
doctor tnggftted farther etndy ol Latin or chem* 
ittry, hot afterward philotophically rmigned him- 
trlf to patience, IbeUng eertahi that eome indi- 
cation of the right eonrm wonld not be long 
withheU, and that a wind from the right qnar- 
ter wonld prttently MI the lapping tailt of tUt 
idle yonng cralt and etnd it en ita way. 



One altrmoon Man went hnrrying ont el the 
hooee jntt after dinner, and the doc^eaw that her 
face wae nnntnally tronbled. Ho bed atked kor 
il eke wonld like to drive with him to a tem jntt 
beyond tbe Dyere^faiter hi the day, bnt lor a won- 
der the knd mlnttd. Dr. LceUe ^eo a Httlo tigh 
at he left tbe table, and prttently wnlohed her go 
down tbe tlnet ae he mood by the window. It 

wonU be vofj tad il the mil and diteocd 

ol her poor mother thonld btgb to 
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A COVSTRY DOCTOIt. 

-^an get to tlie belovi-d farm, nni to be trem tllM* 
«««nqw.Uon^*iidt.onillieeviJ.^no«o(Iwruiifil. / 
rmmw for the limple Jutie. wliicli life •winoU ftttr- \ ^ 
m.w her with heartlM. irony. She wMnotgood (or J 
auiTtbrng *fl« all. it apiiei«r«l, .tnd .he Imd b«-i . , 
«l^li«g l.o«clf. Tbi. «« no life .t kII. tin. ^ 
(ratful idWe«; if <mly .ho hod U-en tn«.«»d m \ 
\,ny* »re, to th« worlt of tbeir live.1 She Un>i. \ 
boped tlwt Dr. Lwlie woold help 1im i he ii.*d ta ^ 
UXk long »gO about Iwr .tudying meJicino, but he ■ ^ 
Bint h**e fofgolUn thRt. and the girl wi«gtly , 
nbuked «>ciety in g.-nerml for her unlwppmew. 
Of oourw .be could keep the hcrti»e, but it w«6 
kepi »lr«Miy 1 any o"" "'l'' *■'" •»"** '"^ e<««* 
h«Utb like b«r« could pro»« hereell able to do 
tny o( the ordiniiTy work of existence. For l«r i 
jMrt it WM not enough to be waited upon nod v, 
■wde comfortable, .he wnntpd wmethiog morfc to 
be really o£ um» in the world, and W do work whidi ^ 
Ibt irorld nowled. 

WbMV the main road tumod watwwd up th-i 
knk a footpatl). aln-ady familiar to tlw reader, 
•bortened the di.tanca to tlie farm, and the younx 
«rl q«ieklT oroewsl tl« n.de .tile and diMvpi.enn,-c 
Lwog the underbniah. walking barelieadwi with 
tlM .wilt .l*p. of a cwtftn- who«» home wa. in 
•omaaehplaeeaHibia. Oftrn the dry twig* fallen 
tnm tlM gray lower branclw. of the pine*, crackled 
Md M*PP«1 Boder her (e^t. or tl» ba.h«. ru.tlea 
backed again to their pUoM aftw ahe p«h»cl 

., : , fk- t>n**;wl tm^tr anJ 
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faHrr, going Hnt tiimagh tha dniaa wood, and 

then nut into ih« annligliL Onca or twice in tb« 
opnn gniund ilie .toppnl and knalt qnieklyon tlie 
wift turf or moM to look at a little {dant, while 
tlie bird, which ali* sUrtlMl atme back to tlieir 
placm dirx-ctly, «• if tliry had bemi qoick to feel 
lliat lhi« waa a frit-nd and not an eiMniy, iboagli 
dngniMd in human *hap>^ At hut Nan naclird 
tlM moMt-grown fenoe o( the (arm and l«apcd over 
it, anil fairly nin to the rircr'aborr. wlim .!■« 
went itnight tooorof tlw low-gn>wingcrdan.and 
threw lier««lf upon it ita if ii were a couch. While 
•lie Ht th<-i«, bmtthitig (aat and gh>wii>g with 
bright eolor. the ri»er tent a fraah brerte by w»y 
of moaiengrr. and tha old eeditr held iu many 
brmnch,-. abore tier aiul aroaiid (kt taoel comroit- 
ably, and .Iteltrred Iwr aa it bad dona many timw 
beforv. It need not bant eniinl other trvM tha 
ntisfaotioii of climbing atraight apward In a sin- 
gle aapirmtion of growth. 

And prMmily Nan told bcnelf that thm waa 
nothing Iik« a good run. She looked to and fm 
along tlie ri*M-. and liaiennl !•> the .l>(«-p.bell 
which linkM laxHy in lb* i«a(nra behiiid har. 
Sh« h>ok«il oT»f her .honldar to M« if a hrorlta 
young birch Ina had aalTvrad no harm, for it 
gnw cleae by Um •tralght-odged {wth tn wtiieh tli« ' 
cuttle Mm* down to drink. So aba reati^ ia tlM 
old playgTtWBd, oneonactnoa iW die had W«i 
fulLnHng h-r ■Mlber'i footalape. or thnt fola M 
hw W« fur a gmu dooUofc 
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A COUNTRY DOCTOB. 

% wondtr at her telling me tliU rtrj morning 
ebe WM bora to tnffer, end eoffer the eappoeed 
iiiist We never need to be allowed to put 
in tbe fiiepkoe, but yoa liave gained ever 
17 liberties. I wonder if Manila really 
•he baa bad a hard life?** the girl aaid, 

different tone. 
M wonder if 70a think yonrt b hard too?** 

the doctor. 

_ Nan did not know at first what to aiy. 

bright light of the baming papers .and the 

..^e kindlings saddenly faded oat and the 

^ seemed dark and strange by contrast ; but 

doetor did not speak either ; he only bent 

her presently, and pat hb hand on tbe 

^ the girl*s head and stroked the soft hair 

or twice, and then gently turned it until ha 

, seo Nan*s face. 

weyes met his frankly as ever, but they were 

of teaia. -Yes," she said; "I wish you 

talk to me. I wbh you would give me a 

sodding. I nercr needed it so much in my 

I meant to come home and be very good, 

do ereiything I could to make you happy, 

it an gfwws wonc erery day. I thought at 

I was tirad with the kst days of school, but 

something mora than that I don't wbh in 

that I wera back at school, but I can'l 

anything) there b something in me 

wants to be busy, and can*t find anything to 
I do«*l mean to be dbooatentedi I ^'% 
lo ba mmrfaers dee in the world.** 
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^ There b enough to do,** aaswrmi the doctor, 
as placidly as pncsible, for thb was almcst the fit^ 
time ku had noticed dbtinoUy ilie mother s natuiw 
in lier daughter; a restlem, iHlpatim^ mbeffaUe) 
siirt of longing for The Great SomeUiing Elea. as I ^/ 
Dr. Ferris had once called it. •• Don't fi^ youiw 
self. Nan, yours b a short-lired sorrow ; lor if 
you hare any conscience at all about doing your 
work you will be sure enough to find it** 

-I think I hare found it at last, but I doa*| 
know whetlier any one ebe will agree with ma,* 
hdf whbpered poor Nan ; while tho doctor, fai 
spile of himself, of hb age, and experience, and 
sympathy, and self ^xmtrol, could not mbt a smile. 
- 1 hate to talk about myaslf or to be sentimental, 
but I want to throw my whole loire and life into 
whatever there b waiting for me to do, and-^ I 
began to be afraid I had mbsed it somehow. 
Once I thought I should like to bo a teacher, and 
come back here when I waa through schod and 
look after the Tillage chiUren. I had such spb». 
did ideas about that, but they dl fiuled out. I 
went into the schod-house one day, and I tho^hl 
I wouM rather Hie than be shut up theivfrom one 
week*s end to another.** 

''No,** said Dr. Ledb, with grare compoeufm. 
''No, I don't fed sure that you would do wdl to 
■mke a teacher of youridf.** 

«« I wbh that I hadknowa whenedmd waaofir 
that I meet taka oars of myodi, as imo or tww 

•( tk^firisasmml to demand aamelbMa b 








A COUNTRY DOCTOR. 

_ I ougliC wW Nan, after a iiloiire of a few 
i^tet, aiid tbU time it wiia very hard to Rpeak. 
liave lieen •o kind, and have done to much 
; I toppoeed at first there waa money enough 
.ly own, but I know now.** 
Dear child I ** the dootor exclaimed, ** yon will 
know, nnleea yon are left alone as I was, 
. a blessing it is to have somebody to take 
^ of and to love ; I have put yon in the place 
«iy own liUlo child, and have watched yon 
r np here, with more thankfulness every year, 
rt ever say another word to me alnrnt tlie 
y part of it What had I to spend money 
And now I hear you say all these despairing 
^1 ; bat I am an oW man, and I take them 
^bat they are wortli. You have a few hard 
nths befoi* you, perhaps, but before yon know 
•y will be over with. Don't worry yourself ; 
after Manila a liUle, and titat new hand- 
and drive about with me. To4norrow I 
be on tlie raid all day, and, to tell Uie 
I moat think over one or two of my caaee 
i I go to bed. Won't you hand me my old 
-iption book? I was trying to remember 
- ^ling as I came home.** 
Vn, hnlf^mforted, went to find the boot while 
^jcslic. pttfiing his cigaMmoke very fast* looked 
^l%migh the cloud abstractedly at a new ornap 
^^% which bad been placed above the mantel 
*^^« since we first knew the mom. Old Captain 
had sokeed Us weary end painful Inst jenit 
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by making a beauUful litUe model of a sliip, and 
had left it in his will to the doctor. Thei^ never 
was a more toudiing gift, tliis prssent owner often 
tlMNight, and lie bad put it in iu place with raveiw 
ent Itands. A eomparison of the two lives came 
•ienling into his mind, and be held the worn pi^ 

seription-book a miaaU before he opened it The 
poor old captain waiting to be iel«ased« stranded 
on the inhospitable shore of this world, and eager 
Nan, who was sorrowfully kmging for Uie world's 
war to begin. « Two idle hemea,** thought Dr. 
I^He, •^and I neither wished to giro one hb die- 
charge nor the other her ooinmisM<m ; ** but be 
said aloud, - Nan, we will take a six odoek start 
in Ute morning, and go down through the sandy 
pUins before the beat b«^ns. I am afraid it will 
be one of the worst of the dog^Uys.'* 

- Yes.** answered Nan eagerly, and then ahe 
mme oloee to the dootor, and looked at him a 
moment before she spoke^ while her face shone 
with delight -I am going to be a doctor, tooh 
Ilmjn thought it wouM be Uie beet Uiing in the 
world ever since I can remember. ThelietUpiw. 
■<«ptK)ii4iook was the match that lit tlie fira I bnl 
I <«];« been wishing to tell you all the evening.** -■ 
- We must ask Marilhi,- the doctor begMlo 
•ajt «k1 tried to add« •« What wm she think?** 
[mt Nan Imrdlj heard him, and did not laugh at 
liitjokea. For ahe saw by hie (ace that thefTwM 
M need of tnaeing; And she assnmd herself that 
If ho Omn^ it wae onija iMk ol which aho 



/ 



[\ 



M 



s . 



f^mmmi^mmmmmm^ 




A COUNTBT DOCTOtL 

■oon tire, the wM qeiie wiUing ie be peiie 



AGAINST TBE WlNik 



17« 



^•ri iiKNiiingt for a wonder, Nan waked early, 

^^%ii before tbe birds had quite done tingtng, and 

^ deemed a little strange thai the weather shoold 

^ dear and bright, and almost like Jane, sinee 

^^ was a good deal trooUed. 

She felt at 6rst as if there were some nnweleone 
tlity in her day*s work, and then remembered tbe 
isriy drive with great pleasare, but the next min* 
•te tbe great meaning and responsibility of the de- 
cUon she had announced the erening before burst 
npon ber mind, and a flood of reasons assailed lier 
why she should not keep to so uneommoa a per- 
pote. It seemed to her as if the first Tolnme of 
lilTwas ended, and as if it had been deeeitf oily 
easy, sinee she had been led straight-forward to 
tbis point It amaxed her to find the certainty 
take posarssiori of her mind that her Toeation had / 
been made ready for her from the beginning. 8be / 
Imd the feeling of a reformer, a radical, and erea 
6( a political agitator, as she tried to face ber 
etormy fatore fai that snmmer morning lciielineBS.J 
Bnl I7 the time she had finished her eariy break- 

Ufd. and was driving ont of the gate with tbe 
doctor, the day seemed so mnch like other daya 
tbal ber timble of mind almost disappeared. 
Thoadi she bad known InstinetiTely tbal all Ae \ 
eariy part of ber lils bad fafored this daring 
piejeeli aad tbe Mil few years wodd hMir k 



if tbsj eoold, stOl there was something within 
herstroi^^ than any doabts that could possibly 
MaU her. And instead of finding ererytking 
changed, as one always expects to do when a gieal 

eliaage has happened to one*s self, the mad was so 
familiar, and tbe condition of tbe outer world so 
ItamMmions, that she hardly understood that she 

had opened a gate aMl shut it behind her, between 
that day and ita yesterday. She heU tbe leias, 
and tbe doctor was apparsntly in a most ^MMnmon- 
place frame of mind. She wished he would say 
•omethi^g about tbeir talk of the night berofe,but 

be did not • She aeemed very old te henelf, older 
than she ever would seem again, perhaps, but the 
doelor had apparently refa^ised inte their old rek- 
tiene as guardian and child. Perhaps he thougbl 
ibe would forget her decision, and did not knew 
how mnch it meant te ber. He was quite pravok- 
iog. He hurried tbe horse himself as tb^ weal 
up a eouMwbal stesp ascent, and as Nan touched 

tbe not very fled steed with tbe whip en tbe nesi 
Wvel bit cf read, she was lemfaMled that il was a 
^wybol morning and thai they bad a git^ — 
to drive. When she asked what wne tbe 
withthepaHsiilthsyweiecn tbeir way It __ 

Abruptly that he sulsied bim a 
' diserden, whieb wue H 
Nan bad heard Ibis 

••HW ml •• bshf asnekusedby eld fc. Jack, 
wbe wue nsuaUy unwilUag or unable 
UmoK le a dsi^ ^^Im. Man 
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heraeU at that minute already a member of tlie 
profeatKHu and dkl not like to bo joked with in 
•neh a fathioo, but she tried to be amai«d« #luch 
generoaity was appreciated by her companion bet- 
cer than she knew. 

Dr. Leslie was not moch of a singer, but he 
piesently lifted what little Toice be had« and be- 
gan to faTor Nan with a not Tery saccessfal rrn- 
dering of ** Bonny Doon/* Every minute seemed 
Moro critical to the giri beside him, and slie 
thought of several good ways to enter upon a dis* 
cossion of her great subject, but with unusual 
Kstraint and resenre let tlie moments and the 
miles go by until tlie doctor liad quickly stepped 
down from tlie carriage and disappeared within 
lib patient*s door. Kan*s old custom of follow 
ing him had been neglected for some time, since 
she had found tliat tlic ap|icarance of a tall young 
woman had quite a different effect upon a house- 
hold from that of a liUle child. She had formed 
the habit of carrying a book with her on tlie 
kmg driven, though slie often left it untouclird 
while she walked np and down the oountry roads, 
or even venturvd upon excursions as far afield as 
she dared, whiltf tlie doctor made his visit, which 
was apt to be a long one in the lonely country 
bouses. This iiioruing she had p oss e ssed herself 
nf a sqnara, thin volume which gave Ibts and 
pfaitca of the nerve system of the human body. 
The doctor had neariy hwghed aloud when be 
CM«hi s^ of it, and when Nan opened it with 
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decision and gravity and rca<l the first page slowly, 
• she was eonsdoNs of a hick of inten-st in lier suL 
jeet She had bst the great enthnsiasm of the 
night before, and felt like the little lieap of aahea 
which such a burning and her^iie self might well 
have left 

Prsaently she went strolling down tlie mml, gnt h- 
ering some hurge leaves on her way, and stopped 
at the brook, where she pulled up some bits of a 
strange water-weed, and mada thi*m into a damp^ 
roottd handle witli tlie kiives and a liit of string. 
This was a rare pbmt whidi th<7 hud both no- 
ticod the day before, and they had taken soose 
spec im en s then« Nan being at thb time an ardent 
b.4anisi, but these had withend and been kist, 
also, on the way home. 

Dr. I^ie was in even less of a hurry than 
usual, and when he came out he looked very mneb 
phntfcd. **! never was HKire thankful hi my 
lifei,** he said eag«^y, as snon as he was within 
convenient distance. •• That poor telkw was nt 
death*a door yestnday, and when I saw his wife 
and little ehiMren, and thought hb life was all 
that stood between them and miserable destitn- 
ticM, it ereaMd to nra that I mmai save iti This 
morning he is as bright as a doHar, but I have 
been dreading to go into that hoiiae ever since 
r left it yeelerday noon. They didn*l in the 
leart know how narrow a chance he had. And 
it is n*t the first time I have been chief mourner. 
P^er aonbt Ihej 4iom\ drmd their tiwnblea hall 
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lochuldo. He will hM« » good little fn-m 

• in imoiher yeiir w two. it only nwO* Jmiit- . 

ko be Mcellrnt bud, mid lie kno»« lltnt." 

«lnctar turned mid looked bnck over tlie tew 

-* with gmi |.lf Hdure. " Now we 'U go i»nd 

■" ■*\»ul old Mr*. Willct, tlioHgli I d.ui't b<-lk-TO 

tb^^B-^ 'a any gtpat need o( it. She Iwlongi lo ono 

0* %wo *ery b»d cImw* o' pnlientB. It mnkw 

(»* ao ungrj to liear lior coiigli twice m tmich 

•* n«ea be. In yonr pmctice." lie continued w- 

^^*\y. -you must n-memW tlwt tlwre is dmiger 

** Bering loo itronB di«e» to »nch « nufferer, Kiid 

*«> llgUt one* to the (riend. wlio intUt Uiert it 

H-Ahing the mutt-T wiih tUem. 1 would n I pn 

Itiurh for ft doctor wlw ("n't "w '"' hiinieK "t 

BMt CAM*, but not i»lwi»y». — not alwnys." 

The doctor wm in such » lio.pilftblo fmme o( 
mind thxt nobody couM linTe Iielped telling Wtn 
anydiing. ftiid b.ippily h« n>*d« »«> excellent ia- 
lmlii«tion for Nun", eecret by iiiqumng how •).• 
had got on with her ■Indiee, but the directed h» 
ftUention t« the wet plwiU in the bottom of the 
MiTwge. which were complimented beton. •!»• 
Md. ft minute atterwftrd. " Oh, I wonder it I ih-ll 
iBftke ft mietake ? I wm »fr«id yon woold Uogh 
ftt me. luid think it wm bU nontenie." 

•' Dwir me, no," replied tlie doctor. " Tou will 
be the MKXtmot o( Mnu Mwtio Dyer, .nd the 
•dmirfttiono! Um neighborhood (" bat chftnging 
hU tone (jnickly. he eftid : - I «"« g"lng t* »^» 
jM all I OftD, jut ml long fte yon hftw ftiiy wlik 
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to Iwim. It hue not di>ne you ft bit of bftrm to 
know totnethiiig nboul medidue, end I believe in 
your atiidyiDg it mors tlmn you do younelf. I 
liH«e ftlwaye tlwogltt ftbout iL Hut you m« very 
young 1 tiMre '■ plenty of time, ftnd I don't meua 
to be ltiirrii<d { you muet n-tncmber ihkt,— though 
I •«« yoor fitnrta ftnd jiei-ulwr itdAptftUlity ft grt«t 
detil belter tluin you cm tbeee twenty yeiu« yet. . 
You will be growing liftp{>«er tlicae nest few yefti* 
ftt >ny ruts, however impoeuble life haa MMned 
to yon Utely." 

" I suitpuMt tltrre will be ■ greet nuuiy ob«t»- 
elee," relfeotMl Nfto. with fto ftbeeuce of her niuftt 
•pint. 

"K^Maclvftl Ym," ftOivnTd Dr. Lnlio, Tigao 
oualy. ** Of coufM ther* will be ; it le climbing 
H h>ng hill to try to *iudy medicine or to etudy , 
anything elae. And if you are going to fiear ob- 
■tftclee you will have a poor chance at auecete. 

to count op why you ehould not do yoor plain 
duty, but if you are going lo make anything o( 
yourtelf you mnet go •traighl nhcwl. taking It for 
gntnlad tliet Utere will be nppoailioa enoagh, but i 
duing what b riglit all the wuna. I auppiiM I~ 
lure irpeatnl lo yott fifty timea what old Friend 
M«wdowe told •>• yran ^p i be waa a great euo- 
COM ftt Money^nuikiiig, bimI u*oe I atked hifti to 
givo ne eomo klvteft about a piee* oj prwperty. 
' Fiiend Leelift,' eaya he, ■ thy nwu npioloa la tbo 
bMl far IhMi U IbM ft^ tM people whftl to 
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they will toll thee ten ihingt, nod then tlwe 

n*t know m much m when tliee set oat»* ** 

id Dr. Leslie, growing rery muoli in enrnett, 

forward for the whip. ^ I want yon to 

m good woman, and I want yon to be all tlie 

yon ean,** be aaid, ** It Mema to me like tteal- 

iag, for men and women to liTe in the world and 

do nothing to make it better. Yoa linve tlioaght 

great deal about this, and to hare I, and now 

wo will do the beat we can at making a good doo> 

tor of yon. I don*t care whetlior people think it 

ii a proper ▼ocaticm for women or not. It leema 

to me tliat it it more than proper for ycm, and 

God hat giren yon a fitneat for it which it it a 

•liame to watte. And if yon erer heeitate and 

lYgret what yon have taid, you won*t hare done 

yonrtelf any harm by learning how to take oara 

of your own hralth and other people V* 

•• But I thall nerer regret it,** taid Nan ttootly. 
•« I doii*t believe I thouM ever be fit for anytltiiig 
elte, and yon know at well at I that I mutt have 
tomething to da I nted to with over and over 
again that I wat a boy, when I wat a little tiling 
down at the farm, and the only reatoo I had in 
the world wat that I could be a dootor, like you.** 
•"Better than that, I hope,** taid Dr. Lnlie^ 
•• But yon mntt n*t think it will be a tbort piece 
of work ; it will take more patienoe than yon are 
iwady to give jntt now, and we will go on quietly 
and lei it grow by the way, like yonr watei^wecd 
If yon don*i drive a little iMler, Sitta 
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Willet may be gathered before we get to her ; ** 
and f&it being a tomewhat onwite and hytterical 
patient, whoee recovery wat not in tlie leatt d»> 
tpaired of. Dr. I^ie and hit young oompanion 
were heartletdy merry over her eate. 

The doctor had been unprepared for tocb an 
epitode; outwardly, life kaid t e e med to flow ao 
eatily from one tet of circnmttancet to the next, 
and the ehanget had been to gnulnal and ao nat» 
uraL He had kmked forward with toch certainty 
to Nan*t future, that it t e em ed ttninge that the 
formal a cce p t a nce of tuch an inevitable idea at 
herttadying aaedicine thould have tronblcd her 
ao mnch. 

Separated at he urat from the groopt of men 
and w oawn who are retpontible for what we call 
the opinion of toeiety, and independent himeelf 
of any fettering ciinTenttooalitiet, he had grown 
ca wl eat of what anybody might tay. He only 
hoped, aince hit ward had found her proper work, 
that the would ImM to it, and of thit he had little 
diNibi. The giri hemelf quickly loot tight of the 
fiuieied dilBculty of nmking the great dedtioo, 
and, at it utnally the cate, taw all the firtt objeo> 
taone and hiadrancee fade away into a dim dia> 
taaeai and grow ket and ket noticeable. And 
more than that, it teemed to her at if the had 
Ukan every atop of her lib ttrai|^t toward tUt 
ehoica of a profeaahwL So BMUiy thinga ahe had 
■ever ummracooo oeiore, now oecaate penccciy 
ehar and evident proolt that, ontaide her 
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yfa tfaew loid dioicet* • wise purpose had bemi 
ml work witli ber and for bar. So it all apprarcd 
«Mra sataral artry dajt and wliila aba knaw tliat 
Iba axeitamaal and (omality of tba Aral Tciy nn- 
aoaifortaUa day or two had proTad bar fraadom 
of ahoica, U •aamad tba mora inpoaaibia tbal aba 
•bodd baira abirkad tbia great 
taMl lor wUdi nataia bad flttad bar. 
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A fTEAIOST OOUBSB. 

Tm nasi yaar or two waa apant in ^lat lifa 
at b oi a . It waa mada avidant tbat, bvaida bar 
Inaliaalion and natnral itnaaa for brr cbo aan work« 

Mr itadant waa alao da¥aloiiinir tba atbar BMMt 
fanportant raqniaita, a aapaeity for bard atnJy and 
patient aontinnanca, Tbara bad bean aa UtOe 
eaU aa poaaible abont tba plan, bat it waa nut 
long before Ibe proptiety af it baeaoie a favorite 
tnl jeet af dtaenttion. It ia ^nita unnaoenary, per> 
bapa, to atate tbat aterybody bad bia or bar own 
opinion af tba wiadum of aneb a eonfee» and botb 
Dr. Lealie and Ma ward anffered m n cb raproneb 
nnd qneetioningi aa tba e emn w n te r aage d fcoat 
Indignatkin to aninaeniant fiat it waa aa tmo of 
llan*a oaiing* naof all otbaia, tbat it wooM be ber 
nam failara to nudM it ratpaeled fmn wbieb any 
Jnat eon l empt ndgbt aooM^ and aba bad thrown 

ntjAm, and affanlkmita daiira ta nlflaaa bar laaabar. 
tbat IIm anndl pnbUewho bad at Cral jeered or 
eandrauMd ber eaaaa at laat tonoeentinc the ^mmp 
na inevitable and n aMtlar of ae nre e, oven it tbej 
did nel aalaal^ appBovib IhaBa iwi aneli n f|^ 
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tm detarmitiaiion in the mindi of tbe doctor and 
pupil tbat Nan tliould not only Im a doctor 
m good one, that Hnytliing leM than a decided 
9iat for tbe profettion would hATedoooMed them 
a to ditappointnient, even with such anwear 

effort and painstaking^ In Uie earlier years 
ftis practice Dr. Leslie had been roudi sought 
« instructor, bat be bad long since begnn to 
y the young men who bad wished to be bis 
lents, though hardly one had erer gone from 

neighborhood of Old6elds who did not owe 
ah to him for his wise suggestions and practical 

le patiently taught this etiger young scholar 
' by day, and gave her, as fast as he could, the 
p^Bt of tlte wisdom which he liad gained through 
Iiful derotion to his business and the persia- 
% study of many years. Nan followed step 

strp, and, while becoming more coosciiHU of 
' own ignorance and of the uncertainties and 

Uws of the practice of medicine with every 
ek*s study* knew better and better that it is . 
Duroe, and bravery, and being able to think for II 
a*s self, that make a pliysiciMU worth anything, 
^rs n^ast be an instinct that recognises a die- 
« and suggests its remedy, as much as an ia- 
oet that finds the right notes and harmonies for 
NMipoeer of mnsic, or the colors for a tme ar- 
l*s pictara, or tbe resulu of figures for a matb^ 
itidaii. Men and women may learn these call* 
B from otbeis ; asay praotioe all the oombinaliaM 
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until they can carry them through with a greater 
or less degree ol aooonsciottsness of brala aad fin- 
gers; but thers is sometliiiig n eeded beside even 
drill and experieaco; every student of medidtta 
"should ba fitted by nature witli a power of insight, 
% gift far his business, for knowing what ia the rjght 
tiling to da, aad the right time and way to do 
it; mast have this God-given power ia bis owa 
nature of asiag ami discovering the resources of 
medicine withoat constant reliance apoa the books 
or the fasliioa. 8«ime men ase their ability for 
tlieir owa good and reaown, aad some think first 
of tbe good of others, and as the great poet tells 
the traths of God, Mid makes other souls wiser 
and stiunger and fitter for actioa« so the great 
doctor works for tlie body's health, and tries to 
keep humaa beings free fitwi the failurea that 
come from negkict aad ignoraaoe, aad ready to 
be the sours iastmuMmt of actaoa aad service ia 
this world. It is aot to keep as from death, it ia 
no saperstitioas avoidance of the next life, thai 
shoald call loudest tor the physiciaa^s skill ; but 
the aecessity of teaching aad reamdyiag the iafa* 
rior bodies which have cosae to as throagh either 
oar aaecetors* foolisliaess or oar owa. So few 
peopb kaow evea what traa and cnmplete phya> 
ical Ufa isi mach lees aaythiag of the spiritaal 
existeace that is alrsady po m ibl a, aad so few lia> 
tea to what the beet doctors are tiyiiy their beet 
to teach. While half-diva pao|4e* thmk it aa 
wroag la brii^ isle tha iTDiU hamaa belafs with 
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even lets TiUlity than tliemselret, audi take no 
ptaiw to koop the mmpleflt Imrt of health, or to 
t«eh Ihiir ehiUren to do to, just to long then* 
will be plenty o( aorrow of an aroidable kind, ami 
tlwoaandi of ahipwrecked, and failing, and inade. 
qnnle, and melew li?et in the fullest sense of the* 
word. How ean those who preach to the soul 
ikopw to be heard by tliose wlio do not eren mako 
thm beet of tbrir hidies? bat alas, tiie oon?en- 
Ivoee and easiness, or pltrasnre, of th« prssent mo- 
lt b allowed to beocnne the cause of an endlt»ss 
of terrible effects, which go down into Uie 
of the future, multiplying themselTes a 
thonsandfoM, 

The dofiiir told Nan many curious things as 
^hmj dfOTs about together: certain tratU of certain 
Camilies,' and how the Dyers were of strong eon- 
titotioB, and liTed to a great age in spite of serere 
and accidents and all manner of nnfavor- 
eoncHtiosw ; while the Daniiells, who looked a 

deal Btrooger, were sensitive, and deficient in 

^^taliiy, eo that an apparently slight attack of dis- 
qwiekly pioTed fatal. And so Nan knew that 
thing to be considered was the family, and 
the indiTidBal rariation, and she bc^n to 
ilae Ae people who might be traatcd fear- 
Ihej were safe to form a league 
any ailment, being responsive to 
1 etraightfbrwaid in their departore 
or letnin to a state of health ; others being 
i haidle eontrali loll ofen r p ri ses, 
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and baffling a doctor with their leiate and k 
of symptoms; while all the time Death bin 
was making rsady for a laet» fatal siege; t 
all being the rspreeentatives of types which ■ 
be found everywhere. Often Dr. Leslie wonli 
found eageriy praising some leefal okUashii 
drags which had been foolishly neglected by tl 
who liked to experioMnt with newer imm 
and be •'up with the taoMS,** as they called t 
not very intelligent dependence npon the trsata 
in vogne at the moment among the yonnger i 
of oertiin eliquea, lo soim of whom the brill 
operation was mors important than ita daoMf 
mulL Tliere was, even in tboee days, a hapl 
ard way of doctoring, in which the health of 
patient was secondary to the pr omot i o n of i 
theories, and the yoong scholar who eoold w 
a puulingly technical paper too often ontima 
the old practitioner who conqnered loms mi 
nant disorder single-handed, where even the i 
practice of the patient and his frieade had el 
like a lion in the way. 



But Dr. Leslie \ 
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wttdi pIfMiire and a fine tribnto of rMOgniUoQ and 
honor, and he amiled more than onoe as be eat in 
Ibe qaiei OMfleldt study before the fire, and looked 
np at Captain Finob*s little ship, and told Nan of 
hie town experiences, not always omitting, though 
attempting to deprecate, tlie compliments, in some 
haU-lioor when tliey were on peculiarly good 
terme with each other. And Nan beliered there 
eoold be no better doctor in the world, and stonily 
told him so, and yet Ibtened only half-ooii?moed 
when he said that be bad a great mmd to go to 
town and open an office, and make a speeialty of 
treating diseases of Uie lieart, since everybody had 
a speeialty nowadays. He nerer felt so raady for 
prBotice as now, bat Nan somehow eoald not bear 
the thonglit of bis being anywhere bat in his 
homo. For herself, she would liare been ready to 
fenUm anything if it wonkl further her eteiijrow. 
hg pvpoee ; but tliat Dr. Lcdie slioold begin a 
new career or con test with the world seemed impoe- 
stbk. Hewiisnoteostningashettsedtobe,and 
he was already fiimoos among his fellows. She 
wnnM help him with bU work by and by eren 
moffwthaa now, and her own choeen caUiug of a 
country Aiotor was tho dearer to her, because he 
had followwl it so galUntly before bet loTing ami 
admiring eyes. But Dr. Leslie built many a oaette 
hi the air, with himself and a grsal «i^ P**^^ 
lor tenanta, and said thai il wouM be •«»P» 
thiMc for Nan; she eouM go on with it ahme by 
MMlbf. It was astonishing how IHtbaumo of the 



A BTMAiOBT COCMSM. 



m 



ally doelora knew : Ihej relied upon each otlior 
Ino modi ; they shouM all be foreed to diive over 
hill and dale, and be knocked about in n hard 
eomtry praotioa for eight ur ten ycaia bafofu tliey 
went to town. ** Plenty of time to read thrir 
kioks In Juno and January,** the doctor would 
ftmmble to himerif, and turn to look fundly al the 
ketg rows of his dear library aequaintaacra, his 
Uraithwaitee and Lancets, and their ySunger 
bfOihetB, beeido the fint new Sydenham SociHy's 
biinka, with their dumay bbi of gihUng. And 
be wouM stand so m e ti nms with his hands behind 
him and look at the many familiar rows of brown 
kat b eroofure d Tolnmes, moot of them deliglit- 
fully worn with bb own use and that of the other 
physiciaas whose g tn ir oue friend and constant 
in s t meter he had been through years of sometilhes 
stormy but usually fr iendly intereoume and 



When people hi g rnei a l had grown lirrd of 
d i sc u ss i ng this strange frsuk and purpose of tlio 
d(«tor and hb ward, and had become familiiir 
with Nan*s p er s i ste nt Intersst and •oooupataon 
h kor studies, there came a tiase of great discon- 
tent te the two p s rs o us HMMt eonesmed. For it 
was impossible te disguise the foot that the time t 
had again onsno lor the girl te go away from home. 
They had alwnya looked forward te tliia, and 
direelod much thought and nation toward it, and 
yet tney wsssnud Willi great 
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\Vhil« H wu well pnoagb luid lUFrul niongh 
that Nm ahould go on with b«r pment mods o( 
Yitt, thaj botli had a wider outloi>k, ftiid tlMHi^i 
"With tlM neoM of her jroutbtulncM tbejr lud put 
WI b«r departan u long u pouible, itill Klmnt 
withoot any diMnuiion it ww decided Ihut ehe mutt 
«Btar tlie tnedicnl ichaol to go tlirmigli with ita 
«iarM of inatniction fonnallj-, and racclv* iti an- 
tborit^ to practtcs lier profeerion. Thrj boili 
felt that Uiii held a great miinr nnpleatantneuefl 
niBOfig ita atnre of benoAta. Nan wm no longor 
to be eliieldMl and protected and guided bjr nme 
ana whoaa wiadom ahe rarely queetioned, but muat 
Baka bar own deciaiona initend, and gira from bar 
owB beaniy, and arnnd in her iot and pbee. Her 
kter adiool-diiyi were aura to be more trying ttiaa 
bar earlier onea, a> tbey carried her into deeper 
watara of acliolanhip, and were more impoctaat to 
her fntora pcwitioii berore the public. 

It a yming niitn plana tlie Mne coarae, areiy- \ 
tUig eonepirea to help him and forward him, and ; 
tha very itol of hia baring choaen ona o( tha i 
leanwd profeMom giTea him a eertaia loeial ■! 
pratainanea ind dignity, llat in tba dayi of 
Van 'a atndent life it waa juit the raveraa. Tlwogh 
aba bad been directed toward lacb a pnrpcaa en- 
tii«4y by her aingular talent, laatcad of by t bo 
Bnlina of axpcdieney which n>la tha daeiaiona 
of a fairga pmportion of the yoong man wbo atndy 
ai^dieine, aba fonnd little eneouragamaat either 
Craa tboiaa%o( tbaHhoolor Aaiatanakol 
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anciFty in grneral. Tliere wrra tim** when the 
actually laaentod tba pmaprat of tba many weoka 
wlii^ ibo mut apeiid in liateniiig to inferior 
laaU-octiun bafora gaining a diploma, wliicb waa 
e«ly a torauU aaai of diMpproral in moat panoni' 
ay«i. And yet, when aba leiamberad bar per- 
fect certainty that aha waa doing IIm right ibing, 
and nmetabar«d what icnowo loma wonnen phy- 
aiciani Iwd won, aod tba arcnaea of uaefuliwaa 
whidi lay <^kb to bvr «■ crtry tida. there waa ao 
nal drawing hack, bat ntlier a proud cartainty of 
bar mat womanly and reaiiectabla calling, and a 
nvemit deaira to nuke tlie beat ua pcMaitda of 
the gifu God bad certainly not made a miataka 
in giving bar. •• If Ha mcMit I iheukl U a do» 
tor," the giri toU horaalf. "the beat thing I caa 
do ■■ to try to ba a good one." 

So Nan paekad her baxea and aaid gocd-by to 
Mra. Orabam, who hwkcd wiatfal and donbtfal, 
bat bleaaed her meat brartily. •■-lying bIm abould 
niMharaadlyintbowintn. And Manila, who had 
anaxpeetadly raoarrwl bar opinion of lata, made 
baliava that aba waa very biuy in tha paiitrr, juat 
aa the had dooa when Nan wai being lannclled for 
boaidin^aobooL She ebook her own floary iModi 
Tigorooaly, and offered one at hut, muflkd in hv 
apron, and wislted oar friend good lock, with eon- 
aidrrabla friendliaaaa. ateationiag that ahe ahookl 
bo glad if Nan wooM aay when elm wrota boma 
what ehapn tbay aremcd to be wearing for Ixm- 
M4a ia tU d^. tboagh aba oappoaad tbay wooM 
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Iw flaanting for 01d6e1cb anywmy. Hm doelor 
"WM gmng too, and Uiey tUrtad for the iialioa 
^B«oh too early for the train, tinoe Dr. Lealia 
^waya aaffered from a nerrout dread of liariog 
mm anaTokUble •oinnioni to a diatani patient al 
^ha kat moment 

And when the ezaminationa were orer, and 
^aa had been matricoUted, and the doetor hud 
oontemptnonalyoTerlooked the bniUUng 
tta eapabilities, and had compared thoee eta- 
^enta whom he aaw with hb rememhranoe of \m 
^mwk daaa, and triumphantly picked oot a hoe 
and flgnre that hMked hopefnl here and there; he 
ioU himeelf that like all new growths it waa feeUa / 
jal^aadneecMgirle like hit Nan, with high BM>ral "/ 
pvpoee.and exoellent capacity, who woidd make * 
the vXiitp strong and to ha nspeotod. Not syoh 
4belbim as soTeral 61 whom he reminded himself, 
dt^gracing their sex, bat thoee whoee 
mled by a pettiness of detail, alaokof 
power, and an absence of high aim. Somehow 
botfi onir friends lost much o( the feeling that Nan 
doing a peculiar thing, when they aaw ao 
ly others following the same path. And har* 
hg seen Nan more than half-settled in her winter 
qaarteio, and knowing that one or two of her foi^ 
mer sebool friends had giren her a delighted and 
moat friendly welcome, and having made a few 
▼ieila In the ptopla whom he faadad would help 
her hi ooo way or another. Dr. Leslie said good- 
Igr, aad tanad his face hoasew a rd, lseli«g 
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loaely than ha had felt hi a great aumy years h^ 
fore* He thought about Nan a great deal oa the 
Journey, though he had provided himself wilh 
eome most drsirahle new books. He was thanlh 
ful he had been able to do a kind torn for one of 
tlie meet iniloeniial ducfura, who had ch ee rf ally 
pro mis e d to put some special advantages in Nan*a 
way; but when he reached home the house sseamd 
very empty, and lie missed bis gay companion aa 
be drove akmg the country roada. After the daya 
began to grow lo n ge r, and the sua brighter, each 
pleasant leUecs eaam from the a b ee nt echolar, that 
the doetor look heart awrs and asora, and weai 
aver to Mrs. Gfuham with almoot evecy fnmh bil 
ofnewa. She smiled, and listeaed, aad lyplaadad, 
aad oae day said with driightfnl eordaaUtylhai 
she wished there were nM«a girls who eifead / 
whetfwr their lives rsally amoantad to aBytUa§.l ^ 
Bui not ovary oae had a lalaal which waa aaah a 
stimnlas as Naa*a. 

" «Nothiag saeeecds Hka saecess,** wioiaed Aa 
doelsr ehaerf ully, •" I always kaawthaehiid waald 
da the beat she 
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1088 PRIVOK OF DUKPOEX. 

Whilb all ibe88 yenrt were pMting« Miae Anna 
^rittoe the elder whs living quietly in Dnnporf^ 
Md tiie had ohanged to little that her friends fre> 
^Dtly ooroplimented her apoti soch oontinoed 
yottthfulnees. She had bj no meiina forgotten the 
two gieateet among the many loeaea and aorrowe 
of her life, but the firat aliarp puin of them wae 
long aiaee oiror with. The lover from whom ahe 
had parted for the aako of a petty miaunderatand- 
lag had married afterward and died early; but 
be had left a aoo of whom Miaa Prince waa Tory 
pctNid aad food ; and ahe had giren him the plaee 
ia her heart which ahoald have belonged to her 
niece. When ahe thought of the otlier trial, 
believed heraelf, atill, more ainned againat tliao 
einaing, and gave herwlf frequent Mannuioaa thai 
il had been impoaaible to act otherwiae at the time 
of her brother*a death and hie wifo*a atrange b^ 
hnvior afterward. And ahe had peraoaded her 
eonaajpnee to be quiet, antU at hat, with the ideal 
of a aoepioiooa, anoongenbl, diaagraeabte group 
of rwatica b her mind, alio thouglii it Waa well or- 
dered by Heaten thai ahe had been qparad a^y 
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Miaa Prince waa a proud and atately woman 
of the old New England type: mora colonial tlwn 
American perhapa, and quiu provincial in her 
tradidona and prejudicea. She uraa highly ro- 
apeded fai her native town, where ahe waa a 
prominent figure in aociety. Nobody wae moio 

generona and kind or public apirited, aa her frienda 
often aaid, and young Oeoige Oerry waa well-tw* 
warded, though he gave her great pleaaure by hie 
evident affection and intereet He liked to pay 
frequent viaita to hie old friend, and to talk with 
her. She had been a very attractive girt long 
ago, and the bed of her charma had not faded 

yet i the young oun waa alwuya welcomed warmly, 
and had mora than once been helped in hie pn». 
jeeta. Hia mother waa a feeble woman, who took 
little faiteraal fai anything outaide her own doore; 
and be liked himealf better aa be «l fai Miaa 
Prince*a parior than anywhere elae. Weareal. 
wayafend of the aociety of our beel eelvea. and 
though he waa popular with the rtel of hia lowne- 
paopla, he eomehow ooold not help trying alwaye 
to be eapedaUy agreeable to Mim Prince. 

Althoi^ ahe waa apparenUy free from legiela, 
and very well aatiaaed with life, even her heal 
MeiHia did not know how lonely her life had 
aeemed to her,or how aadly hart ahe had bemi bj 
the ahame and eorrow of her only biotiier^ man. 
Hage. Thetho^lefhiaehOdandeftbolmpce. 
yoftuUng her to her heart and homo had 
iaaa n% h t m aiw al im, and yul Miaa Prineo 
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eoarage to break down the borrien, and to 
i know the wowt She kept the two idcM 
netma niaee and the ideal one whom the 
hare loTed to mnch dUtinet and aeparale 
r mind, and was dirided between a longing 
Oie girl and a fierce dread o£ her sudden 
.wiinee. She had forbidden any allosion to 
^ttb)«et years and yeare beforehand so had pre- 
%mi hereelf from hearing good news as well as 
^ though she had always been carefal that 
«m11 yearly remittance should be promptly 
.« and was impatient to reoeire the formal 
^■^^Mwledgment of it, whieh she instantty took 
te» destroy. She sometimes in these days 
i^t about making her will ; there was no 
^^rry about it, but it would be only Im to proride 
^ her nearest of kin, whUe she was always eer- 
t%in that she should not let all lier money and the 
eU house with iU handsome furnishings go into 
snoh unworthy hands. It was a rery hard question 
te settle, and she thought of it as little as possi. 
Ue, and .was sure there was nothing to prerent ^ 
liTing a great many yeare yet She lored her da 
kome deariy , and was even proud of it, and had al- 
wnys taken great care of the details of iU gorem. 

mmk. She nerer had been foolish enough lo make 
nwaj with her handsome mahogany fumitare, 
nnd to TtplMe it with eheaper and less eomforta- 
Ue ehain and tablet, as many of her neighbore 
had done, and had Uken an obstinate satisiao. 
lbs all thfoi^ the yean when U seemad quite 
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out of date, in laelstinf upon the polishing of the 
fine wood and tlie many bram handlea, and of lata 
she had been rsoping a reward for her eonstaney* 
It liad been a manrel to certain progressive fwople 
that a person of her comfortable estaU shouU be 
willing to rsdeet that there was not n asarble- 
topped table in her house, until it slowly dawned 
upon them at hot that she was mistrsss of the Cn- 
est house in town. Outwardly, it was painted 
white and stood dose upon the strset, with a few 
eisep front steps eoming abruptly down into the 
middle of the narrow sidewalk; its interior urns 
spadotts and very imposing, not only for the time 
it was built in the hst century, but for any other 
tame. Mim Prince's anceston bad belonged to 
of the most distinguished among the cofe- 
liunilies, whidi fact she neither appeared t» 
iber nor consented to forgift ; and, as often 
happened in the ssaport towns of New Ei^kuid, 
there had been one or two men in every gen eii ^ 
tion who had followed tlie ssn. Her owe (ather 
had been among the number, and the doeets of 
the old house were well provided with rare eUna 
and fine old English eroekery that would drive an 
outhnsiastie eoUecter to distrietion. The carved 
woodwork of the raUii^ and watnecotangs and 
oomiess had been devised by ingenious and 
emf temen, and the same portimita and old 
ings bung upon the walls that had beea there 
when its mistress eouU Iftt rsmesaber. She had 
dwnja beea so well oniled with hsr heme that she 
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ehange it in any [Nurtieakr. 

w«U drilled to their dotieei mmI 

jUm wko WM eUef of tlie staff, bad been in 
dignified poeition for many yeaia. If Mi» 
•*• gimadmotber eonld return %o Danpori 
^ aaotfMr world, tbe wonid bardly bdiere tbal 
iMd lef I ber earthly bone for a day, it pra- 
d io nearly tbe same appearance. 
it It o woTor oooeeientioiitly the effort had been 
to keep np tlie old reputation for liotpitality, 
„ eoaiohoy been a failure, and Mi« Prinoe 
fifes ftwereatertainmenttemy year. Long 
while the was etill a yoong woman, the had 
jn to wear a certain quaint and elderly nuin- 
whieb might bare come from aacociatioa with 
•nliqnated bootebfild gnds and a desire to 
wril with ber beloTod surroundings. A 
May of ber early friends had died, and she 
not tbe sort of person who can essily form 
ties of intimate friendship. She was very 
to those who were still lef t, and, as has been 
ber fatorast in Oeoige Gorry, who was his 
'a nsmttnlTT and likeness, was a Tery great 
to ber. Some persons liked to whisper 
and then about tbe mysterious niece, 
ioned otherwise. But though 
k partial knowledge of our bo- 
's Ml naiafomble aspect and eiroumstances, 

daiod to give sneb information to the 

who sbonld bare been meet interested. 

ef tbs standard kmg storiss of 



Mt88 PMMCM or DUSPORT. 



901 



Donport with whidi old residents liked to rrgulo 
new^cnmert, and handsome iuk Prince was the 
hero of a most edifying mouuice, being represented 
as a Tictim of the Prince pride, as his sieter bad 
been before him. His life had been mined, and ho 
had begged his wretched wife at tbe hst to bring 
him lionie to Duiiport, alive or dead. The woman 
had treated Misi Prince with shaaMfal impndeooe 
and had dimppeared afterward. Tbe child bad 
been brought up with her own people, and it was 
unilerstood that Mim Prince*e efforts to hem any 
connection with them were all thwarted. Lately 
it had become known that tbe girrs gaaidian was 
a ?ery fine man and was taking agreat interest in 
lier. But the reader will imagine bow tliie story 
grew and changed in different people's minds. 
Some persons insisted that Mim Priaee had ^lo- 
dined to see her brotber*s child, and others that it 
was denied her. It was often said in these dare 
that Nan must be free to do as she chose^ bnt it 
was mora than likely that she bad sesame d tbe 
pcvjadices against her annt with whieh she auMl 
hare beeome meet familiar. 

As for Mim Prince herself, she bad long ago 
beoonm oonrinoed that thera tras nothing to be 
done in this matter. After one has fidlowed a 
eertain coarse for some time^ orerytbiag eeeme 
to persaade one tbal no other ie possible. S o m e 
timee site feared that an oxciteflMnl and dnngar 
lurked in her future, but, after all, ber Aiya want 
by so ealmly, and n e nr e r tUi^ 
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more important than this Tngue ioiTOw and drend, 
tliat the went to and fro in the Danport ttreeta, 
and was ooiirteoot and kind in her own lioaie« and 
lead a eenMble book now and then, and spent Iter 
time as benevolently and reypectably m possible. 
She was indeed an admirable member of soeiety, 
who had suffered rery much in her youth« and 
tiioae who knew her well eould not be too glad 
that her Uter years were passing far less aniiap. 
piiy than most people's. 

In the days when her niece had Utely finished 
her first winter at the medical scliook Miss Prince 
had jost freed herself from the reqxNiaibiiity of 
some slight repairs which the house had needed. 
She had been m many ways mach more ooeupied 
than asnaU and had given hardly a thought to 
mora remote affairs. At last there had come aa 
evening when she felt at leisnre, and iiappily Misa 
Flaky* one of her CHtliest frieuils, had cmne to 
pay her a Tiait The two ladies sat at tlie front 
windows of the vrest parlor looking out npoii the 
street, while the hoetess expressed lier gratitude 
that the overturning of her household affairs waa 
at am end, and that she was all in order for aunw 
ner. Tboy talked about the damage and diaoon- 
fori infUcted by masons, and the general kavoe 
wUeh foUows a small piece of fallen ceiling. Miss 
PriBce, karing made a final round of inapectioA 
jest after tea. had asoerUined that the hat of the 
white dimity curtaina and coverings were in their 
upgl^ \m the beiiroonas, airf her kv» ol 



mrder waa satisfied. She had complimented Pria- 
dlk» aad aMde her and the maida the cus t o m a r y 
aprlag prsssnt, aad had returned to her evening 
post of o b se r v a tion al the parlor wiadow just aa 
Miss Fraley came in. Slie waa not in the asood 
for receiving guests, being a trifle tired, but Eu- 
niee Fraley woe a miU little creatore, with a 
gentle, deprecatory manner which had alwaya ap- 
pealed to Miss Prinee*a more chivalnius nature. 
Beaidea, she knew this to be a most true and af- 
ieotkmate friend, who had also the gift of appeal^ 
lag when everything waa ready for her, aa the 
UueMnle eouse, and the robina, ui the early daya 
of spring. 

•« I wish I couM say that our house waa all la 
order bef oae clceet,** said the guest, la a bmmw 
WMhuscholy tone than ueuaL ^ I believe we' are 
more behiniMiaBd thaa ever thw year. Yoakaow 
we have Snsaa*a diildrea with us for a fortaigbt 
while she goee away for a rest, aad t hej have beca 
a good dad of care. I think nMtber b getting 
tiled of them now, though ahe waa very eager to 
have a Tiait from them al firet She said thia 
laomuig that the little girl waa worse than a kiU 
ten in a fit, and she did hope that Susan wouMa*! 
think it best to pase a nothe r week away.** 

Misa Prince laughed a litde, and so did Miss 
Fraley after a m ou i ea f a hesit ation . She see me d 
to be ia a soaMwhal aentimental and introspectire 
mood aa she looked oat of the wiadow ia the May , 
IwUight 
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w&rm iMd Mitpeeted toch a thing ; tha only ez« 
pfauislioii which had Miggesiad ifcMlf to hU mind 
wai that MiM Prinoa had baan iDTaatiiig •oma of 
har Bonay without his advioa or knowladga, and 
ha had gooa to far a» to tell himtalf that it waa 
jait lika a woman, and qnita good anoogh for her 
if tba had lost it '' I nerer thought of ita baing 
faoM har/* ha Mid, a litUa bawildarcd, for tba 
captain waa not a man of quick wit ; hia powaia of 
laflaetion tarTad him better. •• Wall« ara n*t yoa 
going to tall ma what she hat to lay for hanalf ?** 
** She propoeea to make ma a Titit,** answered 
Miaa Princet trying to smile as sha lumdad him 
tba little sheet of paper which she had nneon- 
soiooslj cmmpled together; but she did not giro 
one glanoa at hia face as he read it, though 
thought it a diatressingly long time befoia bo 



I must say that thia is aTery good letter, Tory 
laspectf nl and Udy-like,*" said the capUb hoiH 
aatly« though he felt as if he had been expected 
to aoodemn it, and proceeded to read it through 
i^uB, this time aloud : «- 

Mt dbab AxTirr,— I cannot think it is ri|^ 
Aal we do not know each other. I should like la 
go to Dunport for a day some time next osonth; 
Wt if you do not wish to see roe you bare only la 
irii ma so^ and I will not trouble you. 

Tours sincerely,' 

AjmAPuraSi 



«* A Tary good handwriting, too,** the captain fo» 
marked, and then gathered coursga to say that 
he supposed Mim Prince would giro bar niece tba 
permimioB for which aha asked. - 1 liara been 
told that aha is a very fine girl,'* he Taotuiad, aa 
if be were poor Nan*a ambasssdor; and at this 
Miss Prince's patience gara way. 

*«Yes, I shall ask bar to come, but I do not 
wieh anything said about it; it need not ha made 
the talk of the toim.** Sha answvitd har oouaiA 
angrily, and then felt as if she IumI been unjust. 
*«I>o not mind dm, Walter,** she said; ••it baa 
been a tarribla grief and trouble to me all tbesa 
years. Perhape if I bad gone to see tbesa people, 
and told them aU I felt, they would liaTa pitied 
RM, and not bhunad rm, and eo erer}thing would 
bare been better, but it is too Uu now. I dc**l 
know what sort of a person my own niece is, and 
I wish that I need aerar find out, but I shall try 
to do my duty.** 

The captain was tandarJieartad, and seamed 
quite unmanned, but he ga?a his eyee a euddan 
stroke with hia band and tamed to go away. 
••You win comBMMid aM, Nancy, if I can be of 
aenrice to you?** ha inquired, and his coushi 
bowed har head b assent It waa, indeed, a di»> 
BMd hour of the famUy hietory. 

For aoase time Miss Prince did not move 
ae she watched Captam Parish cieel the 

way aloi« the uneven pnv«. 
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•Dd Wi M if lie were tlie last friend the had in the 
world, and wat leaving her fnferer. But after ilia 
Ud allowed the wont of the miserable shock to 
mod itself, she snmrooned tiie stem energy for 
wUdi she was famous, and going with slower 
slope than osnal to the next room, she onloeked 
the desk of the pcmderoas secreUry and seated 
bcfaeK to write. Before many minutes had passed 
the letter was folded, and sealed, and addressed, 
aad4he nextofoning Nan was reading it at Old. 
Mds. Slie was grateful for being asked to come 
on the Sth of Jnne to Dnnpori, and to sUy a few 
doTaif te wew conTonient, and yet her heart feU 
becaase there was not a sign of weleome or af- 
fcetioB in «•• ttately fashioning of the nolo. It 
had been hardly wise to eipeot it nnder theeUw 
onmetenmi tbegiri assnied herself later, and al 
My rate it was kind in her anal la 



uuarxaa Ain> ounr* 

Nak had, indeed, resolved to take a moat im- 
portant step. She had always dismissed the idea 
of baring any eoromnnicatioci with her aunt most 
cootempCnoosly when she had first understood 
their unhappy position toward each other; bal 
during the laat year or two she had been forced 
to look at tlie relationship from a wider puiat el 
view. Dr. Leslie protcetcd tliat he liad alwaya 
treated Miss Prioee in a perfectly lair and friendly 
manner, and that if she Imd chosen to show no in- 
terest in Iter only niece, nobody was to bfauae bal 
herself. But Nan pleadeil that Iter auat was no 
longer yoang; that she niglit ha wiabiag thai a 
rsoonciliataiio coiald be brought about ; the vary 
fact of her havtag oaiatantly sent the ye«rly allofa^ 
ance in spite of Mrs. Thadier*s and Dr. Lealae'a 
unwilliagaees to receive it appealed to the yoaag 
girl, who waa gfaMi to believe tliat her aaiit liad, 
after all, aioia iatarsot ia her than athrrs cared la 
oheerva. She had no near rektivca exerpi Miss 
Priaca. Theia wers sumo eoasiaa of old Mii^ 
ThadMr^a and Ibair deeceadaats settled ia Ihe 
^ieiaitj ei OldleUsi balNaa 
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lo Ihb one eloter ti« of kindred tlmn tbe eaicd to 
«Nif«it oiren to ber gomrdiaii. It was too lato 
torn for any interferenoe in Dr. I>tliii*t pliinti 
or OMrping of hit nffectionnte rvlatiooahip ; to, 
allor bo fonnd that Nan*fi loyal lieart was beat 
■pon making to kind a Tontnre, ho aiiid one day, 
with a tniilo, that sIm had better write a letter 
to her annt, the immediate rooolt of wbidi wo 
already know. Nan had been otodying too hard« 
■ad onffering not a little from her long^eontinoed 
city life, and though tiie doctor had been mak- 
lag a moot eharroing plan that later in the oeaion 
tiiey oboold take a journey together to Canada, ho 
aaid nothing about that, and told himoelf with a 
iigh timt thb would be a more thorough cimngai 
nad ereo urged Nan to otay ao kmg ao oho pkfaoed 
ia Danport, if obe found her annt*o hoooe pleaoani 
and every thing went well. For whether Nan liked 
Mim Prince remained to be proved, tftough no* 
body ia their oeaoeo oonid doubt that Mioo Priaco 
woaM be proud of her nieoe. 

It wae aot until after Nan had fairly otartcd 
that obe began to feel at all diomayed. Pei^ 
Impo oho had done a foolioh thing after all ; Mi^ 
riUa had aot approved the adventure, while at 
tke hot minute Nan had beoome ouqrioiouo thai 
tim doetor liad made another plan, though oho 
i m tea t od beroelf with the romembraaoe of per* 
fret frNidom to go home whenever obe ohooe* 
She told honelf grimly tliat if her aunt died 
ohoald bo thankful thai oim had deao Ihb 
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daty f yet whea, after a jonraey of oeveral hoaro» 
oho knew that Dunport wae the next otaticmv 
her heart began to beat in a ridiculouo uMmaer. 
It wae unlike aay experieaoo that had ever mmm 
to her, and oho felt otrangely unequal to the oo- 
Loag ago oho had laughed at her early 
of her graad Dunport beloogiago, hii 
J of them lingered otill, ia opite of thb 
lee approaeh to their roalitieo, and oho 
looked eagerly at the groopo of people at the rail- 
way otatioa with agreat hope aad almoot certaiBty 
that obe ohould find her aunt waiting to aioet her. 
Thece wao ao each good fortuao, which waoa ehiU 
at the ontoet to the oomewhat tired young travelor, 
but oho beckoned a driver whom obe bad juel 
igaored, aad pieoeatly wae ohut into a oomowhal 
aatiqaaied publae oairiage aad on her way to Mioo 
Prinoe*o bouoe. 

So thb wao Daaport, aad ia theoo very otroota 
her father had played, aad hero her BM>tbor had 
beoome deeper and deeper involved ia the onflow 
iag and tn^vdy which had doaded the end of her 
ohoK lila. It ooo m od to the young otranger ao if 
obe muot ohriak away from the carioao glonoM 
that otray paomrohy oeat iato the oU carriagei 
aad that obe wao goiag to be aiade very coao pi » 
by iha aewly-awakeaed iotortet ia a oad 
whioh oarely ooald aot have been focgoHea. 
Naa I obe oeal a owift tbom^t hoamwaid 
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gnudmoUMr mid lierteU in the firal jmib 
ooqU rtmember. And with stnuige irony 
•Ita a pielart of the homo of one of her 
IhuUMi — where the fatlier Mid mother and 
%r ehiMren lived together and lored each other. 
i« teare atarted to her eyce until tome good 
ht^ered tiie kbd •• Come back eoon, Nan 
V** with whieh Dr. Leslie had let her go awaj. 
ttrceta were narrow and roughly paved in 
old piovincial eeaport town ; the liouset looked 
dealalike ae they stood cloee to the street, 
hare and tiiere the tops of some frail trees 
themselfes otot a high garden fence, 
peaeaotly before a broad-faced and gambreU 
the drirer stopped his liorws. and 
ooly the front door with its buUWyed lop- 
and ahining knocker stood between Nan and 
int. The coachman had given a resounding 
at Ihb eomewhal formidable entrance 
be Inrned to open the carriage door, but 
liad already alighted, and stepped quickly 
tha Jta' l PrisoUla directed her with some 
oaoay to the south parlor, and a prim 6gore 
away from one of the windoifs thai over- 
Ibe learden, and eame forward a few steps. 
pposa Ihb » Anna,** the nol very cordial 
began, and faltered ; and then Mim Prince 
idaea lowanl the window she had left, und 
Ihoughl of Ibe reserve she had decided 
ol the bliiids wide open, and 
ui*a appealing ieee, half eeges 




■p 



^ 



BaST£S8 AHD GCUT. 



t19 



herself, and hiilf nfmid. Then she fumbled for a 
liandkf ivliief, and betook lieierif lo the eiNl # if the 
s.»ri% Mill begNu to cry: ««Yoa aiw to like mt 
mothrr mid Jiusk,*^ she said. ••I did noi thank I 
sIhioM be so ghul to see you.** 

The driver had deposited Nan's bos, and now 
appeiire«l at th« door of the parlor with Priseilhi 
(wlio had quite lost her wits with exeitmoat) 
hmkingover liis sliouUer. Nan sprauf dirwani, 
ghul of siHnething to do in the midst of her vagua 
discomfort, and at this sight Uie boeltm iuoovmW 
lierself, snd, eommanding IViscalla to show Mim 

Prince to her room, amumed the diieetioa of bast 
nem aflfairs. 

Tlie best bedroom was very pleasant, though 
somewlMt stiff and unused, and Nan was gbd to 
ckM its door and find hertelf in such a oomlbnabia 
haven of rest and refuge from the teaeing dataile 
of thatstrange day. .The wind had gone to the 
eastward, and tlie salt odor was most delightful to 
her. A vast inheritanoe of mefliMiries and sssoria 
lions was dimly brougiit to miad by thai bsaath of 
the sea and frsslinem of tlie June day by the haiw 
bor side. Her heart leaped at the thought of the 

neigliborhood of the wharvee and shipping, and as 
•he looked out at theandeni slieat, she told her- 
eelf with a sense of great fun thai if she had bean 

a boy she wouM inevitably have been a snifcan in 
tlie navy. So this was the aaal whom Nan had ' 
Uiouglii abiiul and dreamed aboni by day and 
by nighl, whose aaquainisnee had ahi^ja 
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brotW of Dr. Utli*, it would Imito beoii neareil 
Um ImtiH in spite of the dotaib of Uio iliort and 
diMopointed life which had como to Iter tan. Dr. 
Fcrrb hud told W nJmost lUl ilie knew of him, 
b«l BOW thai the was in her own father's old 
hooM, among the wy same sighte U had known 
beat, ho anddenly appeared to her in •▼m^^^^ 
QM miffht say, and invested himself in a olond of 
•ftlnetiTe romance. His daughter fell a sndden 
blaae of delight at this first rwd consciousness of 
her kinship. Miss Prince had shown lier brothers 
portrait early in the evening, and had even trfwn 
^ tiouUe ta light a candle and hold it high, so 
thai Nan conW see the handsome, boyish face, hi 
which she recognised quickly the Jik«iem to her 
own. -He was only thirteen then," •wd »l». 
Prince, •• but he looks seyeral years older. We all 
tiMmgbi that the artUt had made agreai mistalm 
when ii was painted, but poor Jack giew to kok 
like It Yes, you are wonderfully like him, and 
•he heU the light near Nan's face and studied it 
Muia as she had just studied tiie picture. Nan a 
mTfUled with tears as she looked up at her 
faUlMr's face. The oUier portraiu m the room 
wore aU of older people, her grandfather and gmnd. 

■Miiher and iwo or three ancsetoia, and Miss 
Prince lepeated proudly some anecdotes ofthe 
moai distinguished. - I suppose yoo nerer h^ 

of Ihem,- she added sadly ai the **^J~^««; 
uo answer I it was certainly no faiJi of kef 

Huilihe wna ignocani of many tU«gii •"^ 
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she wonld not confem thai during the htfi few 
years she had found oni ereryibing tliai waspo^ 
stUe about her fatber*a people. She was so thank- 
ful to huTO grown np in Oklfields thai she couU 
not 8nd ii in her heart to rail ai the (ate thai had 
kepi her away from Dunpori; but the yeam of 
silence had been very unlovely in her aunU 

She wondered, before she went to sleep thai 
night, where her father^ room had been, and 
thought slie wouM ask Mim Prince in the morn- 
ing. The windows were open, and the June afar 
blew softly. in, and sooMiunes swayed the curtoina 
of the bed. There was a scent of the sea and of 
rosesi and preeently up the ctuiei street came the 
sound of footsteps and young Toioes. Nan said to 
hemelf thai some party had been hte in breaking 
up, and feli her hWi thrill with sympathy. She 
had been dwelling altc^gether in the past thai 
evening, and she liked to hear the revelers go by. 
Bui aoithey came under the windows she heaid 
one my, ••I should be afraid of ghosto hi thai besi 
room of Mim Prince's,** and then they suddenly 
becaaw quiei, as If they had seen thai the win- 
dows were open, and Nan first feli like a stranger, 
but next as if thb were all part of the evenil^{'a 
strange oxperienees, and as if these mighi be her 
father's yomig companieMi and she bmmI eaU to 
ihem as ihey weal by. 



The nmrt memlar belh the 
entqff and 



telh* 



wmmmm 



X 



A COUNTttr DOCTOB. 

hn they iIkhiM tee eiwh other ftgMB. Tht 

liy and qoiet o« the Simdaj noniing wew 

^^ pleMani, and Nan stood for aome minvtet al 

^M diningroom windows, looking oot on the small 

paved ooort-yard, and the flowers and green IcaTes 

^bejOQd the garden gate- Miis Prinoe*s was one 

of the 6ne oU houses which kept Its garden he- 

kind it, welUdefended from the streeti f or the fam- 

Hy't own pleasnre. 

••Thoee aro the same old hushes and trees whieii 
wo nsed to pUy among; I hare liardly dianged 
it at aH,** said Miss Prince, as she came in. II 
mnsi he confessed that she had fest the feeling of 
patroness with which she had approached her ao. 
qMintanee with Nan. She was proud and grato- 
fal now, and as she saw tlie girl in her pivt^ 
white dress, and found her as simple and affeo. 
tkMMte and eager to please as she had thooglit her 
the nigiit hefoie, slie owned to herself tliat she 
had not looked for such happiness to fall into Iter 
Hit. And there was something ahout the younger 

Anno FriiMse which otliers had quickly reoogniMdM 
a power of direction and of command. There are \ 
•ome natures like the Prusrian hlue on a painter*s 4 
polttte, which rules all Uie other cok>rs it is mixed 
with ; natnros whfci quickly make themselree fell 
in small or great companies. 

Nan dtscofored her father*s sQfer mng 
Wr pble, and waa llred with a " 
ihe hod expeeteil to feel 
The llKM«bi el her < 
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grandmother Thaeher*s farm4iouse came quickly 
to her mind, with the pliiin living, to her share 
of which site had been made a thousand timee 
welcome t while by ihis richer boose, of whioh 
slie was also lietr, such rightful trinkets and treao> 
ores had hem witliheld. But at the neit minuto 
she eoold nseet iim Prince's obsenrant eyes 
withooi dbpleasiirs, and wisely remembered thai 
she herself had not bean responsible for the stalo 
of affairs, and that possibly hrr aunt liad been 
as w rong e d and inaulted aiid beaten book as she 
complained. So she pushed the newly4irigbtenKl 
cnp aside with an almost carelem liaod, as a son 
of compromise with rerenge, and Mim Prince al 
once cai^hl sight of it. •* Dear me," the said, nol 
without confusion, ^ Priacilla must hare tlKWght 
youwooU be pleased,** and then faltered, "* I wiah 
with all my heart you had always had it for your 
own, my dear.** And tliis was a great deal for 
Xlim Prince to say, as any of her acquaintances 
could hare told her nearest n^Utire, who sat, ak 
muet a stranger, at the break faat-table. 

The elder woman felt a liule liglit4Maded and 
u nfa m i l iar to herself as she wont up the stairway 
to get ready for church. It seemed as if she hod 
entered upon a new stage of existence, since for so 
nmny yenn she had remnted the existence of her 
bfolher's child, and had kept up an imiy nary WMV 
in which she aidmtly looght tsr her own rights. 
She hnd biM«hl lerwaid roaeon after naaon why 
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al It respected Umily wbn lii"l bee" •U»m«i und 
di»j.T«c«l mid iiwulted by tier br-illter". wid-. 
Now *11 i»ggrea«'ni of her p-n'-e. rewl *»d imng- 
in»rj.wer« niute.l by llie Rp[K-nmiic« of tliUymmg 
girl wpott lliB 6el.l of UlUw.wliioli »Iie lnivm--d 
with must iiii.-)ceiit wid tenrleM fi«t»tcp«, looki.tg 
•miliiigly into ber »itiit'i f»ce. and belmTiiig »1- 
moat M if neitb.T o( iWni bwl been cmtc«n>«l in 
tba (i.mily uii!i»|<|"i'M- It**''!". N.in l.ml •Inwly 
K.Uea n new i«te"-»t to Jliw l*rit)C.'» life, mid "• 
Ihis defe»U-d warrior look ft beil drew fn.m lUo 
eloMt wilboul uny of tlio ubiiuI rvfleclion upon •" 
iiBi>ort»nt A .lep. .he felt « gwftt coiiKiouinrw of 
UWng been odded to Hnd eiiriclied, m ibo p«n*" 
miirlit wlio Uiid iiuldanly tnlleii Iwir lo nil mii-x- 
pMtMl propeTly. Kram Uiis fir.t d»y ibe •ep* 
nted IwtwH «■ raucli >» powible fn-m iny ibougtit 
o( guilt or complicity in the long eilmngcmenL 
Sba •o*m«l to Uwflnie u»cd to lior n iice't jwwence. 
And wiUi the iw* relittionsbip'a growlU lUuro f.uled 
liny the tbnugUt of tbo put time*. It «ny ono 
iATtd to l.int thiit it wm n pity tlii» mit Kud bc«D 
•0 long debtyed, Miu Prince grmndly igiiorwi M 
|wnon»lity. 

Ptiwjilla bid come to llie gtiwt • room on ■ome 
udwUred err»nd. for it lind Blrwwly been put in 
order, K»d •!»• ''*'»«1 "'^ pI«Mii» tUe •impl* 
wnngenieDU (of drMiing wl.ich were in o.ie pleoe 
•nd luwlhor nbont tlie room. PrUcilU bad tconied 
. tJie ideK of pulling thie TWilnr into the beet W- 
- nam, md k^d bwl Monl expMtfttiuiu thst Hm t 



Prince'a niece would t<rtl more nt liome with Iwr 
lliun witli bi-r miiln-ac Hut Miu Annit WHi ■■ 
mncli o( A lady ■• Mine Princv. wUi<'U wu botL 
pUiiaiiig niiJ diMppoiniing, lu i'ii*cillH bo|ied Ia 
•olww lomB diarMpvctful ft^iiiig* of keronn liekrt 
by diking down Mim Naory'i pride, flowever, 
lier l«}-ftlly to llie Iioum wu givutor thtui Iter own 
very tmall gnidge*, niid m alio prvlvrtded lo bave 
■rime dilliculcy witlt lUe fuU-niog of tlte blind, alw 
Mid in a wliUper, ■* Y'r Mint *U tike to luve ytm 
make younelf look prvtly," wbioli wiia eoeti m 
mninilcr of Mnrilln'i eflMtioruite worldliwrN lIuU 
Nrfn lind (o laugli aloud. " 1 'in afraid I Itftve a*t 
anytliing gnnd et>o»gli,'' ebe told Um dcpaniii|t 
bauiekeeper, wliow plauun it wu not lufd I* 
diaorm. 

It wu with a very grUifted mind that Wm 
Prince wnlkml down tlM alnet witb ber nieoe Ami 
bownl to one and anotbec of her aoqnaintnncaa. 
She wu enlinily carrlraa ol whiit Any ona tliouhl 
■ay, but tlw wu brimful of excitammt. and an- 
■wervd iertnl of Nbu'i quretioa* enlirrly wran^ 
The old town wu very plraNint tlmt SumUy 
menilng. Tlw lilua were in full btooin, ami oUier 
early eunntar Aoweie in tlie unrrow alripe of frank 
yanle or the kigb-frncrd gnrdene were in blomowi 
too, and the eir wu felt o( •werUwea end daligbL 
Tlie aneient auport bad gnlhrrrd for il*>-lf quUBl 
nance nnl trtuntee j U wu pluaed wttli iu dU 
fuUieu and neUa nanoriu | Ita aitdrnt belk 
' had Be4 krt tbeli eweel vaiare. Md m flAvor «( 
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the pMt ptrraded eirerytbiiig. Th« comforiabto 
iMOMt, the elderly citixens, the Tery naroce on 
titt shop eigns^ and the worn oobblettooet of tite 
•traett and flagstones of the parements, delighted 
the young stranger, who felt so unreasonably at 
borne in Dunport. The many faces that bad been 
colorad and fashioned by the sea were strangely dif- 
ferent from those which had known aa bland life 
ooly« and ahe seemed to have come a great deal 
nearvr to foreign life and to tiie hst centnry. Her 
heart softened ais she wondered if her father knew 
that she was following his boyish fooUteps, for the 
first time in her life, on that Sunday morning. 8bo 
woaM have liked to wander away by herself and 
find her way about the town, but such a proposal 
was not to be thought of, and all at once Miss 
Nancy turned up a narrow side street toward 
a high- walled brick church, and presently tiiey 
walked side by aide up the broad aisle so far thai 
it seemed to Nan as if her aunt wero aiming for 
the chancel itself, and had some public ceremony 
in.Tiew«of a penitential nature. They wero by no 
Means early, and the girl was disagreeably awaro 
of a little rustle of eagerness and curkMity as ahe 
look ber seat, and was glad to have fairly gained 
the shelter of the high-backed pew as she bent her 
bead. Bat Miss Prince the senkr seemed calm ; 
she said ber prayer, settled herself as usual pnt^ 
ting tbe footstool in its right place and finding tlie 
* psalms and the collect She then laid the prayer- 
book on tbe eualiion beside ber and folded bet 
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bands in ber kp, beforo she turned discseetly to 
say good-morning to Miss Fraley, and exchange 
groetings until tlie clergyman made his appear- 
ance. Nan had taken the seet next the pew 
door, and was boking about ber with great inter- 
est, forgetting herself and her aunt as she won- 
dered that so dear and quaint a phice of wonhip 
should be still left in her konoclastic native conn, 
try. Slie had seen nothmg even in Boston like 
tliis, tbero wero so many antiqne splendora about 
the dmneel, and many mural tablets on tbe walls* 
wliero she read with sudden deliglit ber own (jun- 
ily name and the list of Tirtoes which had be> 
longed to some of Iter anceston. Tlie dear old 
place ! tliero nerer liad been and neror coohl be 
any church like it; it seemed toharo been wait- 
ing all ber life for lier to come to say her prayen 
whero so many of her own people had brought 
their sins and sorrows in tbe kmg years that wero 
gone. She only wished that tbe doctor wero with 
Iter, and tbe same feelil^{ that used to make her 
watch for him in ber childhood untU lie smiled 
back again filled all her feving and grateful heart. 
Slie knew that he meet be thinking of ber that 
morniQg; be was not in churoh himself, be had 
planned a lo^g drive to tbe next town but ono, 
to ere a dying man, wbe seemed to be helped only 
by Uiis beioved physifian's prseenea. Tbero had 
beensonMtalkbetweenDr. LeelieandNan about 
n medieine which might possibly be of 
heneU tUnUiv about that i^ 
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Again. Slie hud reminded tlie doetcir of it and Im 
ImmI teemed very plensed. It mnst be longer ago 
tliMii yesterday aiiice the left Oldfields, it aln«dy 
eounted for half a lifetime. 

One liarenrr at least tms not resentfcl becaose 
the sermon was neither wise nor greati for she 
liad so many tilings to think of ; bat while she wae 
sometimes lost in her own thonghts. Nan stole a 
look at the thinly filled gallerif*s now and tlien, 
and at tn^^ time wits plessed witli the sight of the 
red^lieeked cherubs which seemed to hare been 
eauglit like clumsy insects aiid pinned as a sort of 
tawdrv decoration aboro the tablets where the 
Apostle's Creed and the Ten Commandments were 
printed in faded gilt letters. The letter s wss made 
long in these eopies and the capitals were of an 
almost f«irgotten pattern, and after Nan had dia- 
eovered her grandfather's name in the prayer- 
bonk she held, and had tried again to listen to the 
diseoorse, fhe smiled at the discorery of a famil- 
iar face in one of tlie wall pews. It somehow 
. gave her a feeling of security as being a Unk with 
her past experiences, and she looked eagerly again 
and again mitil thia old aoquaintanoe, who also 
was a stranger and a guest in Dunport, happened 
to direet a careless gfamee toward her, and a some- 
what dull and gloomy expremion was ebanged for 
anrprised and coriooe recognition. When ehureh 
was over al last Miss Prince seemed to have a 
grsat deal to say to her neighbor in Iho next pew, 
mik Nan stood in her pfaMO walling milU kr amil 
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rsmiy. More than one person had lingeted 
to make snrs of a distinct impremitmof the inter, 
esting stranger who had made oMof the morning 
eoRgfffUkm, and Nan smiled enddeuly as she 
tbonght that it might seem proper thai she and 
her annt ebonld walk down the aisle together aa 
il Ihey harl been married, or as if the ceremony 
were finished which slie had anticipated as they 
came in. And Ifim Prince did make an admi- 
rable exit from the ellnrel^ mastering all her self, 
pomsssion and taking stately steps at her nieoe s 
side, while she sometimes politely greeted lier no- 
qnaintanoea. Tliere were flickering qpots of color 
in lier cheeks when tliey wero again in the sun- 
•hiny strset 

-It is really the first day this summer wlien I 
haTeneeded my parasol,'' said Aunt Nancy, as she 
unfurled the carefully preserred article of her waid- 
robe and held il primly ak>ft «* I am so sorry 
that onr rector waa absent this mombg. I sap. 
pose tliat yon have attended an Episoopal chmdi 

•omeUmee ; I am ghui Uiat yon seem to be familiar 
with thesenriee; •• to which Nan replied thai she' 
had bemi confirmed while she was first al boardiM^ 

•cfcool, and this semned to giYe her annt great sal. 
"•^•*'^*- •• Very mitnral and proper, my dear,'' 
•hesaid. - It is one thing I haTe always wished 
when I thought of yon at serious monwvta. Bm 
I was pemuaded thai yon were far from such i». 
BMi€es, and that thero wouU be nothing in ywr 
yowJfay m snes m^ ymr faihsfiied Im el 
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** I hiiTe iilwajt liked it best,** Mid Nan, who 
•eemed all at once to grow taller. ** Bat I think 
otte tliould care more about being a good woman v 
tlian a good Epitcopalian, Aunt Nancy.** 

** No donbt,** said Uie elder woman, a little ooo- 
foaed and dismayed, though alie pmently rallied 
her forces and justly obeenred that the rules of 
tbo chnroh were a means to the end of good Ht* 
ing, and happily, before any existing di ft irsnees of 
opinion could bo discorered, they were intermpied 
by a pleasant-faced yonng roan, who Kftod hie bal 
and gracefully accepted his introdnelion to tbo 
yonnger Miss Prince. 

** This is Mr. George (Jerry, Anna, one of my 
yoong friends,** smiled Aunt Nancy, and saying, aa 
she walked more slowly, ^ Yon roust come to see as 
soon, for I shall have to depend upon the younger 
people to make my nieoe*s stay agreeable."* 

^I was looking forward to my Sunday OTening 
▼isit,** the wayfarer said hesitatingly ; ** yon baTO 
ttoi told me yet that I must not oome ; ** which 
appeal was only answered by a little laugh from 
aU three, as thqrMparated. And Miss Prince had 
tioM to be qnito eloquent in her faTorite*s praise 
beiore they reached homo. Nan thought her first 
Dnnport aoqimintance Tory pleasant, and frankly 
said so. This seemed to be Toty gimtUying to her 
amt, and they walked toward homo together by 
a ronndabont way and in excellent spirits. It 
mere and aMre abeard to Nan that tho 
lend andaloMSt tragieetateof iamihf afidrs 
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should haTO oomo to so prosaio a ooodnsion, and 
that she who had been tho skekton of her aant*s 
Mwestial okeet shonU haTo daied to ometgo and 
to walk by her side through tho town. Afteratl, 
hero was another proof of the wiedom of thoeU 
Spanish proferh, that it 
VMunel, bat osl J one to ai 
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It wm Mfat Prince*! ciutoai to indolge becMlf 

V Ukiag m long Saodny Mftemoon nap in tom- 

Mr, thongli on thb occasion sbe apoke of it to 

kar niaoa aa only a abort reat She waa glad to 

gain the alwlter of bar own mom, and aa alie 

bmabed a little duat from ber handaome ailk 

gown before patting it away aba beld it at Arm*a 

length and ahook it almoat indignantly. .Then 

•be bceitated a moment and looked amnnd the 

comfortable apartment with a fierce disdain. ** I 

wonder what giTca me soch a sense of impor- 

tanea,** sbe whispered. ^I have been making 

mietakca my whole life long, and giving excnaea 

to myaelf for not doing my duty. I wish I had 

Bsade lier a proper allowance, to say the leaat 

Everybody .maal be laughing at hm I ** and Misa 

Prince aetaally alamped her foot. It had been 

diAenlt to keep np an appearance of aelf-respect, 

bnl her pride had helped her fai that huidable of- 

favt» and aa sbe lay down on the eoneb sbe tried 

to satisfy herself wHh the aasnranca thai her niece 

ahonld bafn bar f%hla nowi and be Imled Jaathr 
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Wm Fraley had eome in to pay a brief visil 
on her way to Snnday-ecliool jast aa they ^ti thed 
dinner, and had aaked Nan to ten the foUowing 

Wedneaday, expreasiAg also a hope thai aha wonU 
come aooner to calU qnite withoni ccfemony. 
nnding the atate of aflaiia so pltawmt, Miaa En- 
nice Tentnred to say tliat Nan*a father hail 
fsTorite of her moiher, who waa now of 
nMW age. Mias Prince became smldtfnly 
bnt it wna only a passing dond, which diatnibed 
nobody. 

Nan had accepted wiUingiy the ofletnd apofe. 
giee and gayly wiahed her aant a pleasant draun, 
bnt being wide awake aba gUdly made nee of the 
qaiei time to aend a lettar home, and la atioU 
down the garden afterward. It all 
unlike what she liad expected, yd 
tho^ghta about her aunt were much mom dilBonll 
to reoall aa erery hour went by and asade the ini> 
pceasion of actual things mors distinct. Her fiui. 
eied daty to a lonely old Udy who mourned over a 
ead paat saeoMd quite quixotic when she walebcd 
Ibis brisk woman come and go without msy Un> 
dmnce of ag^ or, now that the first mssting waa 
ever, any appearance of former meknoboly, Aa 
ear friend went down the garden sbe lold hetaelf 
that aba was gkd to have eoase; il was qnlla 
right, and U waa vary pleasani^ lboi«h Ihain 
was BO partieukr nee in alajii« Ihara Iom. and 
after a law dava aha wouU ga awi^. 
Ula aeamad n gram deal bmsrfe 
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experience, and the vronU try to repeat the Titit 
oecMiiinally. She wiilied to gut Dunport itieU by 
bMtrt, but the bud become so used to giving the 
best of herielf to her itiidiet, that the wnt a lit* 
tie iby of the vbiting and the tea-partiet and the 
apparently fmitlees aociety life of which elie had 
already lenmed tomething. ** I luppoce the doe- 
tor would ftiy it it good for me«** tiiid Nan, some* 
what grimly, *" but 1 think it in ronet satiaraetory 
to be witli the pertoni whoae iutereett and pur- 
poaee are the same as one*i own.** Tlie feeling 
of a lack of cminectaon witli the people whom elie 
bad met made life appear aomewliat bUnk. She 
bad already gained a certain degree of affection 
fer her aunt ; to any tlie leaat ahe waa pnxaled to 
aeooont for audi an implacable hostility aa* had 
laated for yeara in the brenat of a peraon ao ap- 
patently friendly and corditU in her refaUicoa with 
ber neighbora. Our heroine waa alow to 
Btae in her relative tlie aame atrengtli of will 
and of determination which made the framework 
of her own cimracter, — an iron-like firmneaa of 
stractnie which could not be easily aliaken by 
tbe diangea or opiniona of other people. Miaa 
Prines'a acquaintance called her a rery aet per* 
aon, and were ahy of intruding into Iter aeorai 
faitncaaca Theie were all the traito of character 
which are neccaaary for the gnmndwork of an en- 
terpriaiag life, but Miss Prines seemed to Imto 
■either inherited nor acquired any high aioM er 
My evssial aid fniiif^ 
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gifts ef perrislenoa ami self-coaAilt*nce bad ranked 
tliemselves for the deffvae of a comparatirrly an* 
important and cnaimoaplaee ex ia l u nee. Aa haa 
been aaid, alie forbade, years b4ofe, any HMHitiun 
of her faaily tronblea, and had lived on bi4ore 
the wuiid as if they conkl be annihiUteiU and not 
only wera not o bssrr a ble, but never hml been. 
In a nMNre thoeghtful ami active dnde of social 
life the contrast be t ween her rars capadty and 
her nnnotieeable eaieer would Imve hmen inooi 
striking. She stneil aa a Ane repreeentative of 
the oM acboeU bnt it couU not be justly aaid thai 
ahe waa a forward achohir, aince, huwever aniw of 
soaae of her eariy lessons, she was most ilull and 
lelnelant bef«are new onee of varions enlightening 
and nplifting descriptions. 

Man had obsenrvd that her aant bad looked 
Tsry tiivd and spent as site went np^tain after 
dinner, nnd nndeietoed better tliaa she had b^ers 
thai this Tisil was nMvtng the waters of If iss 
Princess soul mam d^^y tliaa had been sn^ 
peeled. She gained a new sympathy, and as 
the hours of the summer afternoon went by she 
tliought of a great many things which liml nol 
been quite pfadn to ber, and stndled about the 
gulden until ehe knew thai by heart, and had 
nuule friends with the daaofdi^y eompaay of 
l a Jh a d el igh ts and periwinkiss which had mtifiped 
up ever y w li e r a, ae if the enrth were enpaUe of 
laming ilsslf inle snsh small bismomi withaul 

yeaseef nneai^faig 
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tNition. Tlie elierry - tr«'es nnd pear-trees had a 
NMMt reiit*nible loiik« iind the |»liiiii-tre«« were in 
dMUMl iiMnimiiig c>f blaiik knots. Tliere was a 
d^mp and «ltmly oimer wliere Nan fimml a great 
matij lili«« of tlie valley itill lingering, tlHmgh 
th^y ImcI aiHno tir^iM ngii gone ont oC bhioro in the 
tntire ann^iiny ganlen nt OhIfiWilt. Site reinem- 
bfivil llmt tliere wen* no floweri in the h<»nae and 
galien^ a gtvat IinoiKqI at last of one eort and 
aiiotlier to carry in* 

The dining^^iom was very dark, and Nnn 
willed nt fir»t to thniw open the blinila which 
hail hern earefnlly chMed. It teemed loo early 
in tlie 8QmmiT to tliut out the annshine, bnt it 
e e i mei l abo a little too toon U% interfere with the 
bonaekefping, and ao the brought two or Oiree 
tail elMntpagne glaaaee fmm a high ihelf of the 
clt«et ami filled them with her ptwiea, and after 
pntttng them b their phice«, went Imok to the 
ganlen. Tliere wna a perfect nilenoe in tlie house, 
except for Iho aomd of the tall ckick in the din- 
ing-room, and it aeemed very lonely. She liad 
taken another kmg lonk at her fatlier a portrait, 
bnt aa the ahnt the rusty-hinged garJen gate after 
ber, she amiled at the tliouglit of ber uiiusaal idle- 
w^WK and womlered if it need last untU Tnesday, 
which was the day slie Imd fixed upon for lier de- 
pnrtnre. Man wislied that alie dared to go away 
for a kmg wnttt it was a pity she had not tiM lier 
Mint of n wiA to see something of tlie town and 
of the bnffbcreUe thai if tsmoon, bnt U wonU osiw 
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tainly lie a little strange if she w«*re to disappear, 
and very likely tlie hmg nap would soun mnne to 
an end. Doing well taught in tbn detaib of gar> 
dening, alio took a knife fmm her pmrket nad 
|imncd and trained the shrubs awl vinea, and saiy 
stiftly to herself as she tliought abiint her aoxl 
friiiter*s stmly and ber plans for the rasi of tbo 
summer, and also tleciiled timt slie wooM insist 
up«m tbii diictiir*a going away with her for a Jour- 
ney when she n-nelied h<ime a;{ain. 

After a little while she lieaid her anal opem 
tlie blinds of the gardt^ door and call her in ai««t 
friendly tonea, and when slie readied the honse 
Miss IMnoe was in the simth parlor enter^iiBing 
a Tiai tor,— Captain Walter Parisli, who had ghdiy 
availed himssif of some trifiing esense of a bnsi* 
ness nature, which invol%'ed the signing and asnd* 
ing of a paper by the early post of next day. Ho 

^"^"•S^ff ^l>^^"S^^*^^^*^*^ itwnsqnila 
a long drive to her house, so he had not daivd to 
put off his errand, be expUined, leet he slmnkl be 
detained in tlie evening. But he bad been also 
longing to take a took at Misa Priaee*s guest. 
His wife went to another chorvh and he dutifully 
accompanied ber, tbougli he had been brougbl up 
with Mia« l*rince at old St. Ann*a. 

^ So this is my young cousin ? ** snid the cnp» 
tain galfamtlr, ami witli grvat simplicity and te»* 
dtoness liekl both Nsirs Immla and tooked full h 
ber face a moment bef<»r%« he kisseil bert then to 
Mim Prinoe*s great discompusure and 
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nent he tarnad to tb« window and looked oot 
wtUiiKit Maying a word« though lie drew tlie bnek 
of hb hanil iieroee his eyes in ttulor-fntliion^ at if 
he witflied to make them clt^r while he sighted 
^eoinetliing on the horiton. Mite Prince thought it 
WHS all iHJOsenie and would linve liked lo eay so« 
thoiigli she iruated that her silence was eloquent 
anottgh. 

•«8he brings back the past,** said CNpUin Wat 
ler as he retunitHi presentlj and sealed himself 
where lie cimid hiok at Nan as much as he liked. 
•* She brings back the past.** 

^'Yon were s|ieaking of old Captain Shiter«** 
raorisded Miss Prince witli some dignity. 

I just came from there,** SMid CaptMin Psrish, 
hb eyes still fixed on hb young reUtive, 
Ihoogh it was with such a friendly gnse that Nan 
was growing fonder of liim erery minute. •* They 
toM me he was about tlie same as yesterday. I 
cServd to watch with him trvmorrow night And 
bow do you like tlie k>oks of Dunport, my dear? ** 
Nan answersd esgeriy with brighlening fsce, 
aad added that she wns longing to see mors of it ; 
the c4d whanree especiiilly. 

*«Now ihat*s good,** said tlie captaini « I won- 
der if yon wouU care anything about taking a 
eiroll with me in tlie morning. Tour aunt here b 
a faaMws housekeeper, ami will be gbd to get you 
off licr hands, I dare say.** 

Nan fftAy aecrpled, and thongh it was siig- 
fMlml llml Mfae Piiaee had a plan fiirahoiriug 
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tlie town in th« afternoon, slie was promptly told 
thai thero wss ntithing easier than taking both 
tliese ftleasant oppi^rtunitiet. ^ You wtmld lose 
yourself among tlie oh! store-htmses, 1 *m sui^ 
NancT.** Iangli«nl the old sailor. ^ and you muel 
let me haTe my wny. Il *s a chance one tlose n*i 
get every dur, to tell the oU Dunport stories to a 
new listener.** 

Some one had opened the front floor, aad was 
heard coming along the halL ** Tlib b very kind, 
George,** said Mim Prince, with much pleasure^ 
while the captain looked a little d is eone e rtad at 
hb young ririd ; he assured himself that he would 
make a long nioniing*s cruise of it« next day, with 
thb attractive sight-ecer« and for ooee the youag 
beiiox would be at a disadrantage ; the ghrb of 
hb own diiy used to think him one of the best 
of tlieir gallaata, and at tlib thouglit the eaptais 
was invinciUa. Mr. Gerry must take the 
chance. 

The blinds wero open w»w, and tha oM 
seemoil Tery pleasant Nan*s browa hair had 
been blown about not a little hi the gardea, and 
as slie sat at the end of the long, brses nailed 
sofa« a my of sunshine touched tlie ghua of a pi^ 
tare behind her and flew forward again to taslj^ 
itself in her stray kwka, so that alu^getber there 
was a sort o( gokka lialo about her ptHty head. 
And young Gerry thoaglit he Imd aefur 
anything so charming. The wliMe frack 
f^jH^fyn lo tha Mually 
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bb •jM qniekly mw i\m flnfrert on the table. He 
knew histontly that the bcraqoet was noiia of liim 
Prinoe*! gatliering. 

^ I bope yon won*i think I mf«n to atay aa 
Moeh too late «• I hare come too eariy/* be 
lang b ed. ** I mntt go away aoon after tea, for I 
have promiiied to tiilk with tlie captain of a 
aebooner which b to aail in the rooming. Mr. 
Wilk Inckily found out that he conM giro aome 
•▼idenee in a caae we are working up.** 

•• The collieion 7 '* asked Captain Pariah, eagerly. 
^ I was wondering to^y when I saw the Higb- 
flyer*s foremast between the buildings on Fleet 
Street as I went to meeting, if they were going to 
let her lie there and dry-rot. I don*t think she *a 
being taken proper care of. I must say 1 bale to 
aee a good rcssel go to ruin when there *s no need 
efit.** 

**Tbe man in charge waa reeomnended Tery* 
Ugbly« and ererything seemed to be all right 
wbsn I was on board one day tliis week,** said 
yonng Oerry, good-naturedly, and turned to es- 
plaia to Nan that tlib Teasel bad been damaged 
by eollisaon with another, and the pro es s s of set- 
tling the matter by litigation bad been psovok- 
ingly alow. 

The captain listened with impatience. **I dare 
any abe looked Tory well to yonr eyes, bnt I *d 
imtber have nn okl shipmaster's word for it tlmn 
n yonng hiwyer'a. I liaven't boarded her for 
1 1 dare say *twns beloin the 



gone I bnt ehe eertaiuly needed attentten 
then. I aaw armie UMl4«iokiNg pUcee in the 
shealliiMg mnI phinking. Tlierw onglit to be a 
cimt iif piiint smm, and plenty of tar earried abfl 
beaid.^ or tbei«*ll be a long biU for somebody to 
pay before abe *s ONiworthy.** 
^ 1 wi^ yon wonki make a careful inepeetion 
. of her,** eii*l the yonng man, witli gratifying def« 
erpnc*. •• I don't dimbi tliat it b necessary ; I will 
see that yon are well satiaaed for yonr serviees. 
Of coiirm tlie captain htmaelf should Imm stnyed 
there and kofit chaige, bnt yon ivmemher be waa 
sick nnd InnI to roiign. He bioks ft^le yet. I 
hnpe nolliing will huppen to him before the mat- 

ter b sKtbd np, but we are snrs of the trial in 

oeptemovr. 

~She 's going to bn rij^ged with some of j^nr 
rsd tape, 1 *m afraid,** aaU Captain Parish, with 
gnmt friendlinpea. •• I dot/t see any rsaaon why 
1 ean*t look her over to^norrow mnming. I 'm 
obliged to yon, or at beat make a beginning^** 
and he g4ee a most kmnring nod at Nan, ns if 
they would diride the pbaenre. Tllmakotho 
exense of showing tbb ynnag hdy the eonstrno 
ti«>n of a gooO^iasd merehant eesael, and then tlie 
keeper cnn^l feel affronlrd. She b going to tsko 
a stroll with mm along tlie wharfea,** he eof- 
elmbd, trfaunphnntly. While U r. Oerry hNtked 
wbtful for a moment, nnd Mba Prfaiee quickly 
took ndeantnge of a pnnae in the eonverantion to 
aril il bi know wbetber an jlbii« 
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going fonmnl amon^ the yming peoph tlih w^k. 
bhe did not witli lier uiece to Iwve too dull % 



**Sofliio of nt Are going np tlio river Tory toon,** 
Mid tlitf young mtin, with eiiger plentnre, looking 
•I Nun. '' It would be to pleiunint if Mki Prhiee 
would join ni. We think our Dun port enpper 
pun itf4 <if thiit tort wunhl be liurd t«» mnteli.*' 

^ 'I1ie ytMiig folks will all be ftteking liore hj 
UMmirrow/' auid tlie captiin ; and Mite Princo 
aneweri'd ** Surel}*/' in a tone of commamK rather 
than entrenty. Site knew very well liow the newt 
ol Naii*i eiHning mn»t be flying aliout the town, 
and the nlmiiet regretted the faet of ht-r own pre- 
▼ioue nilenoe about this gn*nt event. In the meuii 
time Nan was talking tu the two gentlemen as if 
alae bad nlrendy been to her room to mnooth licr 
hair, wlitrh her annt looked nt repronchfully from 
time to time« thuugh the sunihiue had nnt wlNilly|. . 
loft it. Tlie girl was quite uneonaeioue of brrwlftiy 
and glad to Imve the company and eympatby of " 
ibeee kind friends. She tlioiiglit onoe tluit if the 
had a brother elie would like him to be of young 
Mr. Oerry*e fashion. He had none of tlie manner 
whioh oonstantly insisted upon her remembering 
thai he was a man end she a girl ; she could ba ^ 
(pod friends witli him in tlie same way that she 
had been witli some OldaeMs schoolfellowi» and 
afler the €a|itaiii had reluctantly taken hb leafa» 
they hail a phmsaiit talk about cmt^-door life and 
Ibair. rides and walks, and wnrs 



experiences In a way that Mi« Nancy smiled apoa 
ghully. It was not to be wondered at that slie oouU 

not g^ used to so grsat a changa in her Ufa. She 
couU not feel surs yel that ahe no kmger had a 
secret, and that this was the niece whom eha had 
so many yaam dreadsd and disofaunwd. Ooorga 
Oerry had taken the nicca*s pUm in her affao- 
tionoi yet here was Anna, her own niimeeaka, 
who showed |ihiinly b so many ways tiie same 
deeeent as herself, bemg as much a Prince us ber> 
self in spite of her motlier*s low origin and woree 
personal traits, and the loutish ^Ampaniftne to 
whom she had always persuaded herself poor Nan 
was akin. And it was by no nmana sure thai the 
ksi of the Princes wns not the best of them; eha 
was very proud of her brother's daugb tar, and was 
mors at a 1cm to, know bow to nmke excusse-for 
bdng shortsighted and aegiactfuL klim Princa 
hated to thiak thai Nan had any bat the plena- 
aatasi assodaiiciis with her aearat lahOive} she 
must sandy keep ike giri*s sSectico now. 8ha 
meant to hwist ai any rata upon Dunpori*s babig 
her niece's home for the future, tlKmgh uadoubi- 
edly it wonM be hard ai first la break with the 
many a s s ociat ions of OMfiaUa. She must wriU 
thai Tsty aigbi to Dr. Leslie to thank him for his 
care, and lo agaia aaprsm her rrgiH ilmt Aaaa*s 
mi^guidfd young aMther shouU have phwied such 
rairiethma apmi Iha chiU's lalationa with her 
nnarmi of kiii, and so have broken the natutal 
Mm ofaaiva. And shawmy Ml atap tharai 
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would bUme heneU f^enerouily niid My how 
•b« WM timt lilt liiid been govtrnod by Iter 
iiifiil reooUectioni of a time the slioiild now 
to forget Dr. I/etlie muet be ankod to 
Mid join bit ward for a few dayi, and tliea 
tbey would e^le bcr pUni for tlie future. 8be 
ebcNild give her niece a handaome allowanee al 
any fate, and then, at Alite Prince looked acrote 
tbe room and forgot her own tlioughU in listening 
lo the young people*! friendly talk, a auddea pur- 
peM flbahed through her mind. The dream of 
her heart began to unfold itaelf alowlyx eould 
anything be to euitable, to comforting to her own 
■iiid, at that they tlioiild marry each other ? 

Two daya before, her pieaturt and pride in the 
Bumly fellow, who wat dmott ot dear to her (m an 
own ton could be, would have been grenlly thocked, 
but Mitt Prince^t heart begun to beat quickly. It 
would he toch a blested tolution of all the puxalet 
and tioiiblt^ of her life if the could liave both the 
yoong people near lier tlirongh tlie yeart that re- 
gained, and when the died, or even befor^ tliey 
cnold live here in the old houte, and begin a new 
and better order of thingt in the pbM of her own 
fiuhifee and thor^comingt. It wat all to dittiact 
and poaaible ia Mitt Priiice't mind that only time 
Mfmed neeettary, and even the time could be 
made tbort She would not pot any hindninoee 
between them and their bleated dedtioq. At the 
went by them to teek Pritoilki, tlie tmoothed the 
eatUen which Man had leaned njion belom the 
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wofrf • little nearer Oeotge Gerry in 

den excitement of the cottveraation, which had 
bqpin while the captain waa atill tliem, and them 
waa a needleaa diatance between them. Then 
Miaa Prince let her liand red for a minnU on the 
giri'e aoft hair. -Yon meat aak Mr. Oeny lo 
•xenae yon for a few mioutea, my dear, yon havn 
been quite Uowa about in the gniden. I meani 
to join yon there.** 

-It ia a dear old garden,** aaid Nan. -I can*t 
help beii« almoat aa fond of it alfmly aa I am c( 
oura al honM { ** but though Aunt Naiicy*a nn- 
wonted caraaa had been ao unlike her condnd in 
general, tUa reference to Oldfieldt cnlled her to 
her aeiiaea, and ahe went quickly away. 8he did 
not like to hear Nan apeak in auch loring hMom 
of a houte where ahe had no real right. 

But when Mr. George Gerry waa left alone, he 
bad pleaa.<int thoughia come flocking in lo kcM> 
him company iu the Lidiee* alead. He had not 
dieamed of anch a pleaaure aa thia ; who coukl 
have? and what couU Aunt Nancy think e< her. 
aelfl 

•* It b anch a holiday,** aaid Nan, when tea wae 
fftiHy begun, and her new friend waa aeknowMgu 

ing an uncommon attack ol hunger, and they wem 
nil merry in n aedale way to auit Miaa Prince*a 
M«M and prtfertneaa. -I have been qnile the 
drudge Uiia winter nver my almlife, and I feel 
young and idle again, now that I am makiM all 
.u , . IWMr. Q«iy[ 
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Iking enthusiastically nboiit some exouriiont be 

iKMild AiTMDgo lo Certain ohHrining plaoei in tlie 

of Daapori. Both he and Mist Prince 

M whea Nan announced tliat site was young 

Ulo« and a moment afterward the aant asked 

bifnily about her niece*s stoditft ; she supposed 

Anna was done with schools, 

Man stopped her hand as it reached for the enp 

bich Miss Prinoe had just filled* ••School} 

** she answered, somewhat bewildered ; •• but 

kaow I aoi studying medicine.** This most 

imsporlaat of ail beta had been so present to her 

mind* oven in the excitement and novelty of 

aow snmMndingSt tliat slie could not nnder- 

•iMid that her aunt was still entirely ignorant of 

tho |pt«t pnrpoae of her life. 

•• What do yon mean ?** demanded Miss P^ino^ 
eeldly, and qniekly exphiined to their somewhat 
aasnerd aad astonished companioo, ••My niece 
hae boett the ward of a distinguislied pliysician, 
and il b quite natural she shouM have becnmo 
iaUissleii \m his pnrtuita.** 

•• Bnl i nm vsally studying medicine ; it is to be 
mj pioisesinn* persisted Nan fearkssly, thougli 
she was sorry that she had spoiled the harmony 
of the Uttb company. « And my whole heart is 

b ill Awit Naney-** 

'•NeMense^ my dear,** returned Miss PrincOt 
who hid w o m r Bd her selfiiossession parthdiy. 
•• Your father gafo promise of atubing gratt 
k n ptohmion that was toiy proper for 
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him, but I thought better of Dr. I^ie tlw 
I ctiniiot nndsrstand his indulgence of such 
notion.** 

Oooige Oerry fsit vtry uncomfbrtabU. 1 
been a good deal sboeked. but ho had a 
impuliie to rush into the fiJd as Kaa*a dia 
though it were quite agiJnet his ounaitienoe 
hud been too long in a huaidnim couutr 
with no companion but an elderly m^dioal 
And after a little pa u ss ho made a triflmi 
about their makh« the best of the holida 
the ulk was changed to other snbjeota. TJ 
was strong agdnst our hemino» but aho hm 
assailed befors* and Itad no idea of eorrowii 
OTor a Inst canso. And for onoe Mim Pritt 
in a knny fur Mr. Oony lofe Mmy. 



xvn. 



BT TRB BITEB. 

As Nan went down tke •tiret next nHMmlng 

^^ritb CmptHin Piirah« who bul been moet proinpl 

Sn keppiiig lib iipp'ilitnient, tbey were met Uy Mr. 

^Swrj Aiid % jroQiig girl wlio prored to be Ceptain 

S'ftrieirt niece and the bearer of a oonlial inTitation. 

^t woald be just the erening for a Ueitpartyt 

wad it was hoped tliat Miaa Trinco tlio yonngvr 

^woukl be ready to go uptlio river at iwlf-pNat five. 

^ Dear me« yea,** laid the captnin ; «" yonf aunt 

^ill b« pleased to haro yon go, I *ni rara. Theee 

Idle yoong folka mnit n*t expect nt to tnm back 

mow, thoogh, to bnTe a Tiait from yon. We have 

«o end of bnainen on hand.** 

•• If Miat Prince will remember tliat I was really 
on my way to tee her/* said Mary Pariali plena- 
aatly, while she look«d with eager intereat nt tlie 
tiranger. The two girla were quite r«ady to be 
friemia. «« We will jiiat stop to tell your aunt, kel 
•he ahonld make tome other phm for yon,** ibo 
added, giving Nan a nod that wea almost aifeo> 
liowite. •'We have hardly need tlie boaU this 
year, it )«s bfco sooh a coldt fete spring, and wo 
hopeforaveiygoodeveoiBt. George and I wiU 
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rail for yon,** and Oeoige, who bad been listening 
lo a aiiggeslioB abont the sliip bnsinsss, smiled 
with pleasnre aa they a«*parated. 

** Nice yoniig people,** announced tlie esptain, 
wlio was in a sympathetic mood. *« There baa 
bren snoM reason for tliiaking tliat they meant to 
take ap with each other for gnod and aU. I doii*l 
know that eitlierof them coold do better, though 
I like the girl best ; that's natural; she *s my bmtb- 
er*s daughter, and I was lH*r guardian ; she only 
caoM of age last year. Her futlier and ynnrs weio 
bo\*s togftber. ynnng rr than I am by a doien yeum, 
both gone before nie loo,** sighed the captnin. and 
quickly dmn^Ml so sad a subject by dirrcting his 
companion's attention to one of the old h ons s s, 
and telling the story of it as they walked along. 
Luckily they had the Highflyer all to tbemaelwe 
when they rsnchsd the wharf, for the keeper had 
gnne up into the town, and his wife, wbo had eel 
op a frugal housekeeping in the captain*s caliiu, 
sat in the sliade of tiie house with her sewing, 
the Monday s waahing having bren early sp read to 
the brsen in a comer of the main drck. Slie ack 
ci*|M«d Captain Parish's expLinations of his pre» 
ence with equanimity, and seemed surprised and 
amused at the young lands woaMMt's curiosiry and 
ssgtinem, for a ship was as commonplace to heiw 
self as any tnrmJiouse ashore. 

^ Dear me ! you would n*t know it was the 
place,** aaid the captain, in the conn* of his 
oftim 
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of her devotion to her pretent ttodies and lirr | 
nwrked pro6oienoy« tbey shook thtfir wito binids . , 
•milingly^M if thej Ikdow tiiat tho girl wm inno- 
eeni of oertiiin proper and lusunnoiuitAblt obtte- 1 
elat iiirtbor on. 

The air was fresh, and it was eo pleasant on the 
wliarf timt the csptain paced to and fro sevenil 
times* while lie pointed out different objects of in« 
tereni along the barboreide, and tapped tlie rostj 
anchor and the hawsers with his walking-stick as 
be went by. He luid made some Tory pointed 
atatements to the keeper's wife abont tlie propri* 
ety of opening tlie hatches on soch a morning as 
tiiat» which she had received without comment, 
and wislted her guests good-day vitli provoking 
equanimity. Tlie captain did not like to have his 
anthority ignorsd, but mentioned placidly Umt be 
eoppoeed every idler along sliore had been giving 
advice; tlKNigb he wondered what Nnn^s grand- 
father and oM Captain Peterbeck would have said 
if any one had told them tliis would be the only 
aqnare>rigged vessel in Dunport harbor for weeka 
ttia time. 

^ Dear me T* he exclaimed again prceratly, 
** there *s young Oerry hard at work I ** and he 
directed bis companion's attention to one of tlie 
'«pper windows of the buildings whose fronts had 
two storiee on the main street, while there were 
ive or six on the rear, which faced the river. Nan 
OTukl see the diUgeat yeuvg maa mid tboi^il 
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hnrd tliat any one most be drudging within doors 
tkit beautiful morning. 

**!!« hae always been a grent favorite of your 
aunt's,** saU Captain Parish, confidentially, after 
the kw etudent had pretended to suddenly catch 
sight of the saunterers, and waved a greeting which 
tlie captain ezuluntly rvtunted. ^ We Imve al* 
wiiya thought that she was likely to nuike him 
lier heir. She was very fond of his father, you 
see, and soose trouble came between them. Mo> 
body ever knew, becaose if aa>body ever liad wit 
enough to keep her own counsel *twas Nancy 
Prince. I know as much about her aSnirs as any* 
body, and what I say to you is between ourMslves. 
I know just how far to sail with lier and when to 
stop, if I don't want to get wrecked oo u lee shore. 
Your aunt has known how to take care of what 
slie had come to her, and I 've dme tlie beet I 
couU to help her; it's a very luuiiUonie pm|ier- 
ty, — very handsome inde ed. Site helped Oeocge 
Gerry to get hie education, and then he liad some 
little money left bim by his fnUier's brother, — no 
great amount, but enough to give bim a atari t 
lie's a very enmri, upright fellow, and I am ghid 
f.ir whatever Nancy did for him ; but U did n't 
seem fair that be should be stepping into your 
righta. But I never have dared to speak up for you 
since CM day— she would n t bear a wori about 
it, that> all I have to remark,** the captain eeii> 
eluded in a hurry, ler wisdom*s eak^ thoi«h he 
loiVid lu sqr mm. ft seemed sutrageeus f hii 
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at thb moment that tlie girl at lib tUa tlioalcl 
hart been left among atmngert, and lie was iiiAnk* 
ftti that tlie wemi'd al last to have a good ebaiice 
of making snre of her rtgiitfnl potwetimis. 

•* Hut I have n't needed anjtiiing,** ahe said, 
giTing CRptain Walter a grateful glanee for liia 
ehampionsiiip. **And Mr. Oerry ia Tery kind 
and aUrntive to my aont, to I am glad ahe Ima 
been gmerout to him. He •eemt a fine fellow, aa 
jon inj,** and Vnn thonglit aiiddenly that it waa 
Tory hard for him tii hnTO htid her appear on the 
eeene by way of rival, if he liad been M to Mp« 
poM timt liewaa her auiit*i heir. Tliere were to 
many new things to think of, tliat Nan had a be- 
wildering teitte of being a itmnger and a for> 
eigner in tliii oarionily telf-centred Dnnport, and 
a most disi orbing element to ita peaee of mind. 
She wondered if, rince ilie ImuI not grown up 
liefe, it would not liaTe been better to Iwre aUyed 
away altogotlier. Her own Ufe had alwaya been 
qi/.ce nnTex«d by any tort of social eompliratkNia, 
and slie thought how good it wouM be to leave 
this talkative and staring liUle world and go baek 
to OldAelds and iu familiar interssto and assiK 
eiations. But Dunport was a dear oU plaee« and 
tiw warm-hearted captain a most entertaining 
guUe, and by tlie time their walk was Ofver, the 
4ay seemed a most prosperous and entertainii^ 
one. Aunt Nancy appeared to be much pkassd 
with the pbin for tlie aftemoottt Md announocd 
tiMt she had asked eoM of the yowv p«vb it 
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come to drink ten the neat evenings white ebe 
greeted Nan so kindly that tlie home-eoming was 
partfeuhuly pleasant. As for the eaptain, he 
was unmistakably happy, and weal off down the 
street with a gentle, lulling gait^ and a smile upo« 
his faee that fairly matebed tlie June weather* 
thougli he was more tluin an hour faite for the lit- 
tie rrfrrshmenl with whieh he and eertaia digni* 
fied associates commonly providrd tbemeelves al 
eleven o*olock in tlie forenoon. Life was as rsgn* 
lar ashors aa on board sliip with these idle mart 
ners of high d^grre. There was no definite busi* 
ness among them eieept that of occasionally 
settling an estate, and the forming of decidifd 
ophiioBs upoB important ouesthms o( the pest and 
future. 

The shadows had begun to grow hmg when the 
merry company of young people went up river 
wttli tfie tide, and Man thonglit she had seMom 
known sudi a pleasure away f rem bcr own home. 
She begged for the ean^ and kepi etioke widi^ 
Oeorge Ociry, pulling so well thai they quickly 
passed the ether bcni. Mary FwriA and the 
friend who aMide tfie fourth of that division of the 
party sat Ui the stem and steered with fine des^ 
terity, and the Iwo hoata kepi near eaeh olher« eo 
thai Nan soon leel an Isel'ing o( strangenem, and 
shared in tfie good eommdeehip to whkh she had 
been wilHai^y admkted. It was 

eAtim 
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mora than once of her puddling about Um riTcr 
ia bor childhood, and oren rrgalisd the comimny 
oooo wiUi a most Rmuiiiig mUbap, at tlio rainen* 
branoa of which the liad been forord to laugli out* 
riglit. The rirer was broad and brimful of wa- 
ter ; it teemed high tide abeady, and tlia boata 
pulled eatilj. Tlio fields sloped down to tlia 
river -banks, shaded with elms and parted bj 
bailgerows like a bit of English country. Tba 
(ivshest bloom of the June greenness wms in erery 
bhale of grass and every leaf. Tlie birds wera 
beginning to sing the long dsy to a doee, and tlm 
lowing of cattle echoed from tlie pastures sgniii 
and again across tlie water ; while tlie eouatry 
bi«ts wera going home fram the towm sometimra 
with a craw of women, who seemed to Iwre'made 
this tlieir regular conveyance instead of followii^ 
the mora roundiibout highways asliora. Some o( 
tbeee navigators rawed wiih a crnss4taiidad struka 
that jerked their boats along in a dmll fashioiit 
and some wera propelled by one groping oar« tha 
scalkr standing at the stern as if he wera trying 
to push'his craft out of water altogtiber and taka 
to tlie air, toward whidi the lifted bow pointed. 
And in one of tba river reaches half a miU aheaili 
two heavy packet boats, with higii-peaked faiteen 
sails* like a great bird s singia wing, wera making 
all the speed they conU toward port bafora Iha 
tide slMmU begin to fail two bourn ktar. Tba 
young gucet of the party was very happy ; she bad 

at hm ahJMMk diya ante! 4mm J 
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tliat a return to sack pleasurra always filli^l brr 
with atrange delight The ci*lcir wee liright in her 
cbcaks, and her half- fotgot ten girlislinees cnma ^ 
buck in the pUra of the gravity and tlignicy that 
bad bria^rhl of lato a sadata ytmug womaali*/^ 
nem to her manner. The two new frieads in tha 
slam o( tha boat wrra gnmtly atlraoted lo lier, 
aial merry laugliier rang oat now and tlten. Nan 
was so brave and hundsome, so willing la ba 
pieaned, and so gratafal to them lor thie liitla 
ftativity, tka tliry quickly baoaiae inlarseted in 
each other, as girls will The rommaader thiiaghl 
himeelf a fortunale IrUow, and took every ckanea 
of turaaiy hie head bi rUA a giimfisa of cmr la^ra. 
bew though ha always had a good encase of taking 
bis bearings or bspeoting for himself soma ohji^ 
alk«t or asbora wbieb one of tlie baifs com|ainy 
had pointed out And Nan matt be U4A tha 
names uf tha dielani halls which stoml out rlenr 
in the afternoon light, and to what towne up 
rirer the packet boate wara bimnd, and w Iha 
thna seamed ehorl befora the liglit dory w»i ran 
ia aamng tha coarse river gvaes and pnIM np 
Mgher than seemed neeerasry upon the «bor». 

Thair aumpaniona had not chosen sa fleet aerafk» 
and wera Ara instsad of fiiur at aay imle^ Iml ihej 
vara w i l aiimsd samawhal derisivaiy, and aU 
tsrad lagHbfr k n lilde crowd far a few 
ates beiera they alartad far a Idl cf 
avarbniy Urn river on a high pii 
Urn 
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wrfum ot tlie wiiter. wliicU sprond (wl inln n wid« 
iitUn<l Uiy. Tliu iloiiils 1h-^ii to gatlier iu lUo 
wrM ftiid t" Uku nn wi>itilorfu) ral^r*, m if *\mA\ a 
diiv muKt bu niUe'l niih n gr^ttiil rcrvmonv, mid 
tlt«< Mini CO di'mi llirottgli Uihih.t* and guy pHrudn 
tA nil tlie [orx-«B n[ tl>« sky. Nnn li«d wiiU-l*«l 
audi ■uiiwta from lirr fiivoiile )>liiygrouiMl nt tito 
knii, atid tomrlinw lb« memory of tliOM dnva 
touolnil licr lienrt moru tviiderly tliait tlivy Iwd 
•vrr doii« bffdiT. and alio ni^ied for h mfliimit 
that *lw conUI gi't awity (nim Uie noi*y little fliidc 
wIm w«r« buxy RSttiiig lliu Mi|i))er rrady. tlKMrgb 
tiMT MJd siiBerly nliat n iM-anlidil rveiiing it 
wmdd lie to go bttck to tonn, iind timt ll)ey moat 
go fnr ii|t llie rivvr flntt to oieet the »ioonli(;Ut. 

In ft few minute* Nun bi-ard Kiiit oiw My llmt 
wfltrr mint, be bmiiglit dom ft fiinn-ltouM imt 
far n»ay, and ()tiickly iiiaivtrd lliat alio »li<mlj 
muke <'n«< of (he meaMriigen, iii>d after miKli die* 
riiaM"n nnd remonatr-iitO'*. alie alid yo><»g Q'trj 
Vmm\ thems^lvN croMJitg ibe nyen Add to^tbvr. 
*I'Im girl liad left her but awinging from one of 
tlui low ixk bntni-hee; alio wondered why Mftr; 
Parieh had lixtkeil nt her firat h if ebe were 
ven- fnml of hir. nnd thi^ aliimat ftpgHwliugly. 
Bntil llie remirmliranre nt CaptMo Walter*8 bit 
of gr«ei|> rame In mind too lute to be ftoli^ epan. 
Nan felt a aoilden aympnthy. ftitd wu aorry elte 
hud not ibmiglit to nhare nrilb thia faTonta ftramig 
her itrw frii-iiile, llie rompiinion wlinm abe hwl 
jaiMd 10 iwleasljr. Ovorga Qerry bed imm nrj 



BY THE RirsiL 



S68 



•Urae^veiraya. Hedidmit tr<>ul>la KHn.wllh nn- 
■II '(«••-■ ry atieiiti<m«, aa loiiie %oun;* nteit h id. and 
aliv (old beoelf again, h»w niaoli sImi liked bim, 
lliey walknl f>i«t. wiiU fier, liglit afiw, aiid 
tdli»l na titer went In it way that waa very \Ami^ 
ant I" lioth (if titem. Nan wna wise lii a marvel, 
tlie pooil fellow t"ld himaelf. and yet auult an 
amnMng pi-reon. lie d>d not know wlien \w li«l 
lik>-<1 anyhialy ao miiob i be wae *erv gtad ta 
•taiMl w>-l| iu tlw ai^ftit ot tlieae atre^t. oUvr •■yeft. 
■ml ntnU ni4 Im)I|> lelling CtAr owner einne n( 
the tlitnga llmt Ujr vrry n<-ar Ida iH-ftrt. l(e liad 
wiaheil to grt away from Dunport ; Iw lutd wA 
loom titer* ; evrtyhidy k)Mw him as well m tl«ey 
knew ihM eiairt-lKrate; Iw •omrh-w w.mted lo 
gt-t to \\tt\irt Kftter, Hiid on( of bia th-plhr nial 
(Ih-m *wlm for it witli Um mi. And Nim Ub-nrd 
wilh de*!) ■ympnlhy. f.ir sIm ala-i tind (•■It tliftt 
a gTftit rtigina <4 ati«nglk and amlMiwa waa ut 
work wiik Iter In lirr pUiu and atiidics. 

She waired until be abould Imvo Aniabe>l Ida 
onandeAi'e, to My a woni fnnH Iwr own rxp^iV 
enrr, tmt jnat then Uwy rvaelml the farmdKaiae 
and -tood together at tlw I'W d'mr. Tim* m^ 
H m eag re altow of Buwrra in iba little pintan, 
wbieh tlie driitping aama bwl bmti^ and tp«l<ted 
in lite Ule mitw, and one tneebvah wna Inuialy 
eannbt tn ihe ala(>bnM\k Imre and ilien. 

There did i(Ot »«fn tn he anybody tn tW 
bVlien, inle whidi tl>ry c->aM look thr»Mgli iIn 
•p« duor««jr> tiM«(b tlw/ m«U imt atefa lad 
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fiAe^ frc^m •nine jiart of tb« boose bnjoncl {t| 
and il iriM iiol ontil tlipj \\m\ knockifd aguin 
kwcllj llmt a woiimn came to ansirar tb«in, loiJc- 
ing worried mid pale. 

"^ I neTer ini'i to glad to tee folks, thoogli I 

don't know who voii be," site said hurriedly. •• I 

brlie?« I shall have to ask yoa to go fur Iielp. 

My itian s got hurt ; he miinaged to get Itnne, 

bat lie 's broke liis shoulder, or any ways *t b out 

o* phioe. Htt was to tlie pnstarr, and we *re got 

•nino yonng oitttle, and soineliow or *n'>tlier one 

be *d cNnght nnd wes nienning to lend lionie gire 

a jnmp, and John lost his bnlanee; lie says he 

eui't see how *t slioold V happened, but over be 

went end got jainmetl egatnst a roek befcire lie 

etiold let gii CI* tliM rope he M put round the orit> 

terV n<*ck. He *s in dreadful pain so *t f enuld irt 

iMve hint, and there *s nokidy but me an* tlie 

baby. Yini *il hare to go to the next iNmse and 

aak tliem to send; Duotor Uent*s always at- 

temli'd of OS.** 

*«]>t-ine si-e him,*^ said Nan with decisino. 
••Wait a minute, Mr. Gerry, or perlispeynu had 
better cmne in tofv** end she led the way, while 
the snrprtiied yonng man and the mistress of the 
kmse t<»llofred hfr. The patient was a strong 
ynnng felkiw, wlio snt on the edge of tlie bed in 
the little kitolien • bedroom, pale as asliee, and 
bt>l«ling fine elbow %vith a look of oomplete mi*, 
ery, tliongh he stopped bis groans as the strangne 
ilk 
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•• Lotd bless yon, yonng man I don't wait benr,** 
he saidi ^lell tlie doGt<*r it may only be ont o* 
place, bot I feel as if 'twas bnike." 

Hot Nun had taken a pair of seissors from the 
high BMntelpaeee and was making a eat In the 
eoarsa, white shirt, which was alrmdy torn and 
stained by iu contact with the gronnd, and with 
quick tbigsrs and a look of deep intersst made 
heieelf sure what had happened, when she stuod 
etill fur a minute and seemed a liule anxious, snd 
all at once entirely determined. ** Just lie down 
on the floor a minute," she said, and the |«tient 
with some excUmatioaB, but no objections, obeyed. 

Kan pushed the spectators into the doorway 
of the kiteben, and quickly stooped and unbut- 
toned her riglit boot, and then phwted he( fool 
on the damaged shonUer and caught up the 
hand and gare a quick pulU the secret of whick 
Dubody nndeietoodt but tliere was an unpleas- 
ant duck as the bone went back into iU Mckeii 
and a yell from the sufferer, who scrambled to 
bis feet. 

-ni be hanged if she ain*t sH it,** he said, 
looking quite weak and eery madi astonished. 
••You're the suMurtest ^oung woman I ever see. 
I slmll haee to ky doem just to pull my wits In- 
gt-ther. Marthy, a drink of water," end by the 
time thie was bfwughl the e xeite iw n t seemed In 
be al an end, though the pttient was a little fiiinti 
and hb wile looked al Nan mluiiriiq^y. Kau 

kev bom i^mu wUk na. 
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wonted composure. George Oerrj had not a 
word to My, and lieteiied to a eiinple din^on of 
Nan*! ae if it were meant for liim, and acceded to 
her romark tliat ilie was glad for tlie ilifialdtfr'a 
•ake that it did not have to wait and grow worM 
and worse all tlie while the doctor was being 
Immglit from to%Tn. And after a few minnt«e, 
when the Tolley of thanki and eomplimente eould 
be politelj cot aliort, the two. membere of the 
picnio party eet forth with their pail of water to 
join tlieir companiona. 

^ Will you be to good aa to tell me how yott 
knew enough to do that?** asked Ur. Gerry 
hnmbly, and looking at his companion with ad- 
Miration. «« I shonld not have had the leMt idea.** 

** I WM rery glad it tomed out so wrll,** eaid 
Han simply. «« It was a great pleasure to be of 
MOt tliey were so frightened, poor things. We 
woQ*t My anything about it, will we?** 

But tlie young man did not like to think yeft 
of the noiM the returning bone had maAle. He 
WM stout-liMrted eno«igli nsuMlly ; m brave a fel- 
low M one could wisli to see ; but he felt weak and 
womanish, and someliow wislied it had bem he 
who eooM pUy the doctor. Nan hurried back 
bareheaded to the oak grove m if Mthing had 
haDp<*ned, tliough, if possible, slie loiiked gayer 
and brighter tlian ever. And when the waiiii« 
party scolded a little at tlieir sbw pace, Mim 
Prince wm mneli amused ami made two or three 
bnUeg apobgiM ior their laa i n sM , and 



BY THE MTEtL 



wn 



Tralured to give the informatiou tliat they had 
mmie a |»h^Mnt call at Uie farm*lNiosi*. 

The chtods wvm failiiig fMt and the twilight 
brgan to gather under tlie treM hefom iliry wrre 
ivmly to go away, and tlien the high tidii had 
fl««tvd off one of the bimts, whidi mu«t be aliased 
and bmughl baek. Uut pn-senUy the picniekrrs 
embirkt«d« and, m tlie ntonn came up, aial the 
rivrr ebbeil« the bMts went baok to the town and 
overtook others on the way, and tlien were fiullfd 
up stfvam again in the favoring rildy to make the 
evening*a pleMure longer ; at hist Nan wm lefl 
at her door. She had managed that Oeocge 
Gerry sbmild give Mary Pkriah hie arm, and luld 
them« M they came up the atreet with her fiwM 
the wharf, that she had hrard their voicM Satw^ 
day uighl m they passed under her wiadewt h 
WM Mary Pkurieh beieelf who had talked abeni 

ind Us gheala. 



mmmmtmrnm 



A 8EtU0U8 TMA^MiMKiMO. 



flO» 



XVIIL 

A BBttlOUS TBA^DRtVKIKO. 

It wm very good for Nmi to flml hertelf entw 
dinlly wolooiM«d to a ooiiipiny of young peo|tlo 
wlio had little thought of anything hat aiimao- 
mrat \n tlio pleasant Munmor wrathor. OthtMr 
young giiftta immo to Diinport just then, and the 
laoepitahle toirn teemetl to give itself np to their 
entrrtainnient. Piciiioe and tea-drinking» f<4- 
lowed eaoh other* and tlie pleeeare boate went np 
riter and down river« while there were walke and 
rUea and driret, and all manner of eontrivancee 
and exetiaee for spending mneh time together om 
the pert of the toting men and maidens. It was 
a good while ttiioe Nan had taken soeh a long 
holiday,, thoogh she hud by no means hcen witli- 
oat the pleasures of society. Not only had site 
BMde friends easily during Iter sehooUife and Iter 
Uter studies, but 0Id6elds itself, like all each gmd 
old nrets, was apt to call back its waadsring fledg- 
lings when tlie Jnne wratlier eame. It delighted 
her more and more to be In Dnnport, and though 
she eteuetlmes grew impatient, wise Dr. Lrslie 
insisted that she must not hurry home. The 
the very heel tUa§ im thewerU fst 



her. Dr. Ferris had eliglited for a day or two in 
tlie course of one of his wandering flights ; and it 
seemed to the girl tliat since OTeryihing was get- 
ting CO eo well witlicHit her in Oklfields, she had 
bei^,as tlie doctor had already ezpiwmed it. let 
her Tisit run ite courM like a feeer. At any rate 
ehe couU not come again eery soon, and since her 
aunt seoMMd so liappy, it wes a pity to hurry away 
and oimI these daye eoooer than need be. It had 
been a charming eurprise to find herself such a 
desurfid companion, and again and again quite the 
queen of that little court of fioiickem, Vffcsiii 
Ulely she had felt like cue who kK4s on at such ^ 
things, and cannot mako-part of them. Yet all 

the tiflse that she was pbying she thought of lier 
work with growing eafisfaction. By other*peo- 
pie the knowledge of her haeii^ studied medicine , 
was not eery well receieed. It wae considered to ' 
haee been tlie isult ol Miss Princ^ who should t^ 
not hare allowed a whiuMiosl country doctor to 
haee beguiled the girt into such silly notions, and 
many wars the ehafte sped toward so unwise an 
aunt Isr hoUing out againet her niece so many 
yearn. To be sure the cUM had been phmd un- 
der a meet leetricted gnaidmnehip ; but yearn ego, 
it was thoiight, the matter might hare breu iw- 
Mrai^gvd, and Nan brought to Dunpcrt. Itccfw 

tmly had Wtt asnch belter far her thai ehe had 
tmwm up elsewherei thci«h, far whateeer wae 
amim and willful fai her waye, OldfleMe wae held 

It muolho 
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It wm y^rj good for Nmi to flnii benelf entw 
diiilly weloc>iii«d to a ooiiiptnj of young people 
wlio had little thimght of iinything Uat aiimte- 
nHfBl in tlie plensniit tninmer wmiber. OthtMr 
young gneete ttune to Diinport joet then« end tlie 
liotpiteble town tremetl to gire iteelf np to Ihrir 
mtrrtnininent. Piciiioe end tee-drinkinge fi4- 
lowed eeoli otber* end tlie pleeenre boett went np 
liTor end down rirer* while there were welke end 
ridee end driree* end ell nienner of oontrirnitcfe 
end esoiiaee for epending mneh tinie tognther on 
the pert of tlie young men end meidffne. It wee 
n good while rinoe Nen hml taken eaeh a long 
holiday,. th«mgh ebe had by no meene been witli- 
ont the pleeeuret of eociety. Not only bed elie 
nMde friende cesily during lier tobooMife and her 
kter etndiee, but OldBeMt iteelf, like ell endi gt»d 
old neete, wee ept to call back ite weadering fledg- 
liagi when the Jnne weatlier eeme. It deliglited 
her more end aiKire to be In Dunportt and though 
ebe etenetimee grew impetient, whe Dr. Lrelie 
Intieted that elie mnet not hurry lionie. The 
the very beel tUi^ im thewnrU foe 
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her. Dr. Ferrie Imd eligiiled for e dey or two In 
tlie oourie of one of hit wendering flighte ; and It 
teemed to the girl tliat since everything wee get- 
ting on eo well witlMNit her in Ohifielde, she liad 
better, ee Uie doetor bed elnedy ezpiemed it, let 
lier Tiait run ite oourM like a fever. At any rato 
ebe eonld not oome egain very eoon, end tinee lier 
ennt teemed eo lieppy, it wae e pity to hurry eway 
end ommI thcee deye eooner then need be. It Imd 
been a oharming enrpriee to find herself sneh a 
deeh^ eompenion, and egain and egain quite the 
queen of thet little eourt of frolickeie, beeauee 
lately ebe bed telt like one who feoks on et tneh 
tilings, end eenaot ■uke.part of them. Yet eU 
the time that ebe wae pbylng ebe thought of her 
work with growing tetisfaetion. By other^peo- 
pU the knowledge of her having etodied medielne 
wee not very well reeeired. It wae c^ntideied to 
have been the iudt of Mite Prine^ who ehonld 
not have allowed a whiuMioel eountry doetor to 
have beguiled the giri into tnoh tilly notiont, end 
many were the ehafte eped toward eo unwiee ea 
aunt for hoUing out agdnet her nieee eo menj 
yeaie. To be euro the ohiM bed been ph^ed un- 
der a meet rmtrieted gnerdhinehip ; but yean ego» 
it wee thoiight, the OMtter might bete been iw* 
arranged, and Nan brought to Dunport It eei^ 
bunly had W« mneh belter far her thai ebe had 
grown up eleewherei tboi«h. for whetever wne 
emke end willful in her waye, Ohlfiekie wne held 
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oiM who bad known her well had ditoorered sooner 
or Uiier the anUmed wildne«et whioh teemed like ^ 
■wHiSn' 



Uie tunglet whioh one often eeet in Held-cornert, 
tboiigli a inoet orderly crop it tiiking np tlie bett 
pnrt of the room between the fenoee. Yet tbe^ 
wee hard to find fault with« except bj Tery abort 
tighted peraont wlm reeented the leatt depnrtnre 
bj otliert from the code thej tliemteWet had been 
pleated to antliorite, and who oouk 
aland timt a nature like Nan*t mutt and eonU 
BMke anil keep certain lawt of itt own. 

There teemed to be a tort of in 
about the Titit; Nan liertelf hardlj knew why 
the wat drifting on daj After daj withoat reaann- 
ableexcnte. Her time had been moat carefully 
ordered and tpent during the ktt fow yeaia, and 
now tlie aometimea had an uneatj feeling and a 
bck of confidence in her own tteadfaatneta. But 
•rerybodj took it for granted tliat tlie Titit mutt 
not come to an end. The doctor thowed no tign 
of expecting Iter. Mite Prince would be tare to 
leaent, her going away* and tlie pteaanre-makcra 
nMtrked one day after another for their own. U 
aetmed impottible, and perliapa nnwite, to go oo 
with the reading tlie had pUnned« and, in faet, 
ahe had been urged to attend to her bookt rather 
by habit than natural indinaiion ; and when the 
tempUtHMi to drift with the atream flrat made 
itaelf felt, the reatont for oppoeiag it teemed to 
lade away. Jt wat entier to remember tluit Dr. 
Ladies aad arai thoae teaehew wba kmw bar 



beet at the medical acbool had adrietd a long Ta- 
calitm. 

Tlio firtt formal Tiaitt aad entirtainmenla wave 
OTcr with for tlie moet part, aad many of the 
Dnaport arqaaiatancee bcgaa to etem like old 
frienda. There had beea a little joking about 
Nan*t p roic t a i on, aad alto tome eerioae remoa* 
ttrancse and unwiee diampionahip which did aei 
rraeh tlib lieroine*t eara. It all teemed romaatie 
aad moat aanaoal when anybody talked aboat 
her ttory at all, and the conduaioa 
rtached tliat all each whime and extraTagaaeae 
were mei^ly incident to the pre-Dunportiaa exia* 
tence, aad that now the yoang gneet liad coom to 
her owa, tlie retpootibilitiee aad hirger field of 
actirity would bave their iaflaence over ber^phm 
of life. The girl herwlf waa ditpoaed to talk Tety 
little aboat thia tiagalar faaey; it amy liaea 
beea thoaghl that ehe had growa aahamed of it 
aa aeea by a brighter light, but the truth wae U 
kept a place too near her heart to alh»w her ^ 
gottip with people who bad ao real aympalhyt 
and who woahl atk qaeationa from eariotiij 
ahNia. Kim Eaaioe Fraley had taken mart thaa 
coe cpportaaity« however, to eoafeea her ialer» 
ret, tlMMgh ahe did thie with the maaarr of eaa 
who daret la be a eoaepifatoc agaiaet pablie apia> 
fam, aad pettibly the permaatat weltea of aoai> 
ety, aad had afwwed, b e t i d e, her owa bormr of a 
doctor e aimpleal daliea. Bat poor Mite Fnriaj 
bakadal 
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^^ow might wfttch a lurk's flight, Mid wm 

vigifl J gitid whenaTer there was a ehanoe to 

■d an hoar in Nan*s company. 

^T»m fint avaning at Mrs. Fralay't hud been a 

t MiroM« and MiM Princa had been Tattly 

becanta botlt tha botlett and tlia gnea 

woaiv«d tpaeh otliar*8 oommandation. Alrt. 

was, parhapa, tha ona person whom Miss 

recngnixad ss a saperifir oflloar« and slii« 

Nan's nnconseioQs snd snitabla good lia- 

with great pride. The hostess had for- 

bean wn nndisputed niler of tlia hiri lgt 

cifvlas of Don jgrt j ocietY t and now inhar 

_», wlien she ooald no longer be prssant at 

aiblio oeeasions, site wns stilly tha qoaenof a 

^oort tliat asiarobled injier^ownl^^isa. Tt 

that the list of lier sobjeeU grew sliorter 

^y year« bvt tlia snnriTors rraiainad loyaI« 

^^saidly axpeeted, or even desired* that any 

new-comers to the town shoold recognise 

mler. Nan hud been much interested in 

^^ hMly's stories, and had glsdly accepted an 

ition to come often to renew tlie first con- 

i^ion. Slia was able to give Mrs. Fralfy 

wekoma Information of the ways and fusil- 

^ otiiar cantrrs of dTilisiition, and it was a 

thing to make tha hoars seem shortsr. Tha 

old hidy had few alleriations i evtii rrligioa 

wnred her rather as a basis for af{^ment 

an soeaplMl relinnee and guide ; and tlmngh 

siillptMad harmlf att her selailfaNi a( vonia 
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those which slie nseil in formal conTsrsathnis with 
the c!erg}'maa seemed mom empty and maaning- 
less tlian mott others. Mrs. Praley was l««Tiii«^ 
tliis WfirU relnctaotly ; she had been wall fittail 
wX by natnre for social piygiuiiimce , and kid \»%^ttf 
baaa lialf saUsfled with tha 0|»portiiniiies provitlail 
fcr the exentisa of lier powers. It was only hiti*ly 
that shf* bad been broc^ to acknowKn^ that Time 
showed si^ns of defiiUing her in the pniJ-'Ots of liar 
life« and site had bi^ii to give up the Bgitt alti»> 
gi*tber, and to miiom bitterly ami ng^rsssirely to 
her anxioiis and resoorealea s danghtar. It was 
phim^ano^lfiiriat the disaaBsfactt<«ns and inlrmi* 
ties of a^ were m«ca ihan OMiilly great, and 
potif Eaiiice was only too gl.id wbmi the yoaager 
Miss Prtncn prored herself capriMe <if iatervsliag 
tlie oil! frienid tif her timily, ami Mrs. Vraley 
toiik brart and suggested b«itli informal vii>!ts and 
future enirrtainmaiits. The pni«l«^t diughter 
was careful act to tell lirr m«itli«-r of tlie gaest*s 
renriuiioiuiry itieas, and for a time all wi^t well, 
until soma unwise person, unaware of Miss Fn^' 
- lay*s warning geetares from the other i4d«i of tha 
sitiing^romn, priTaedrd to giro a totally unnrcs^ 
sary opiniiai %4 tlia profwiety of w o meas study* 
tag mrdieina. P<«r Eunira expectitl Uwt a sharp 
r«4buke, followed by i^ day or two*s diidain ami 
genatai unpleasantiieaa, amuKi oesrend upsn her 
qtiaking shoulders ; but, to lier surpriee, Mitbiii|| 
Was said until tha next morning, whe« sha 
hUdati al WMh iMBSfuidsMa la tha 
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rile MiiM Prince niid lior niece to come Uwt 
i«ion to firink tea quite infonnally. 
i*re WHS a p.illietio Imik in the mes8i*nger*s 
fa«9i»« — tlif flit iiiMiiinally at oddt with for- 
M tlie gliile*! iiloiig th« ttivit, tlieUered Uj 
lurrow tlindowt of tlie liigli fenivs. Nun lit* r* 
Mme to tlie door, nnd when the tlin*w buck 
IcMetl blindu Hnd discoveretl the Ti«tor« she 
Iter in with most conliHl welcome, and tlie 
rrienilt filtered tlie d:irkt*ncd toulli parknr, 
I it was cool, nnd twet^t with tlm fmgmnoe 
ne lioni*ytnc*kle which Nnn had bronglii in 
tliat morning from the garden. 
[>eiir ine«** tnid the liitle womnn depreent- 
^ I don*t know why I came in Ht nIL I 
•top to miike a call. Mother was TMrv do- 
I tliat you and your aunt tlioidd come over 
i this evening. It teeint a good deul t«i ntk 
h liot weatlier, but the hat so little to umnao 
ml I reiillv don*t see that the wentlier makes 
differeiire* the used to feed tlie lieat %*ery 
veiirii ago.** Ami Mim Eunice gave a eigls 
aniied lierielf tlowly, letting the fan which 
men put inti lier hand turn itat*lf quite ovi*r 
r hp bef«>re it came up ngain. Tliere waa 
r of iintM)ue rleg^mce about this which 
hI Nen, who etood by the table wiping with 
Andkorohief tome water tliat liad dropped 
the Tata. A great many of tlie Lidies in 
It the Snnday before hnd f«inned tlienieelret 
I mmm iittio langy idling way t eha 
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bored one or two funny oU peraont in Old6elda 
':vho g.ive thvintelvto aire afta*r the iame faehiiHi. 

•• I thin& we ehall both be very pie iaed«** elie 
answer^ directly, with a bit of a ainile ; while 
Miai Fralay guard at lier adiniringly» and thooght 
•lie h.id never eem the girl hiok to fresh and fair 
at the did in this plain* oool liule dmtt. Tliere 
had been wofw water timn wae at first suftpt^tetl ; 
tlie Immlksrehief was a lim|i« whiu handful* and 
tlisy both huiglM^ as it was lield up. Mitt Fia- 
Icy intitted tlMt the couM not' ttay. Slio uuU 
go to tlie sho|is to do tome ermndti and hoped 
to meet Mitt I'rinco wlio had gone tliat way half 
an hoar before. 

^ Don*t mind anything motlier nuiy tay to 
yon/* tho entreatrd, after lingrring a minote,^aud 
looking imploringly in Nan*t face. **Y«ai know 
we can t aspect a perton of her age to luok at 
•very thing jntt at we do.** 

•* Am I to be tcokM ? ** atked Nan, ssfenvly. 
•^Do Tou know wlwt it is about ?** 

•^ Ok, |ierhaps nothing.** answered Mim Fmley, 
quickly. **I onght not to have tpoken, only I 
biiieit'd the was a little dittivtted at tlie i«lea of 
your beii^ iatervetad in inedicanct. I ditn*t know 
anything that is nuurs nseful mysc4f. I am sure 
every family neede to bavo soum one who liat 
tome knowledge of aueh thiagt ; it mvet edling a 
dootor. My titter Seean knowa mnes tlmn nny 
of nsi and it has been vary nsefnl to her with bm 
laifs (ami^*** 
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** Riit I should n't l« afraid to come, I tiiiiik,** 
Nan« Uiigbing. ^ Mn. Fraley told me tliat 
would Inisli tliat ttory of tbo diamond riiig« 
m know, and we alinll gt»t oii capitally. Reullj 
Uiink liar ttorivt of old timra are wonderfully 
tureaiiiig* I wisli I had a gift for writing them 
wn wlnmever I am littening to lier/* 
Miae Boniee was mucli reliered, aiid felt tnre 
Nnn was equal to any emergrney. The girl 
put a strong young arm quickly round her 
a thin abouldert, and had ki«ed her a(Teo- 
; and this had touched the lonely little 
*aTery heart 



There were signs of storm in Mailam f raley^s 
thai OTcning, but everybody feigned not to 
them, and Nan behaved witli perilous dis* 
_ of a lack of eneonmgcment, and made her* 
•If and tlio company uncommonly merry. She 
the bad effect her coming had had upon 
nnnt s ofderiy house. She confessed to hav- 
left her own possessions in such confusion tlie 
lingbefere wlien site dressed again to go up 
river, tlmt Priscilla had called it a monkey *s 
^i* 1 Jding, and had gone away after one sconiful 
^ iasido the door. Miss Fraley dared to 

ij that no one eoold mind seeing such pretty 
^Smings, and e?«n Hiss Prince mentioned tlwt he^ 

not eo careless as she would make theui 

^i^l i oe o I while Nan begged to know if anybody 

over heard of a moiikey*s wedding before, and 
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** She called such a disarray in the kitdien 
morning the monkey*s wedding b rea k fast,** 
Mis4 Prince, as if sbe never had Uiought it 
ticularly nmnsing until tliis minute. **Prii 
liMs always made use of a great nuuiy old*lash» 
ex|Hnessions.** 

They had seated t hemee l vee at the teata b li 
was evident that Miss Fraley had found it a i 
djtv, for site looked tired and worn. Tlio mie 
<>f tlie iMioae wus dressmi in her beet and moel 
{losing clot lies, and sat soloiunly in lier plaoOi 
careful ubeenrer might have seen that the beet 
teacups wit«i tlieir scalloped e^g^ wefe^nol 
ftirth. The ocnaston wmu tlie air ofa trib 
ratlier tluui that of a festival, and it no imp i 
not to finfl a difference b e tw eo u it and tiM ioi 
tea>pirfy. 

Miss Prince was not particniariy sensitiv 
mooib and Ntmiis|»lteffve ; sbe Imppenrd to I 
very godl spiritis and talked fur soom tinM bi 
slie became entirely aware that something 
gtine wrong, but presently faltered, and fell ui 
tlie b^n, hioking qaeeticeiingly lowerd poor 
nice, who bneied herself with tlie teu4ray. 

•• Naney,** said Mrs. Fraley impatimily, • I 
anMised to find iliat tliere is a eHwy g^4ng al 
tuwa that ymtr niece here is studying to bo a 
tir. I hnpe tliat you dou*t emustouaneo any i 
nonsenee?** 

Miss Prinoe looked Mplesa and eiui f ii u ui 
eyes toward her uieeOb oho ei 
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hopo «t tncb a roortirving jiinctore thiii Ntm 
midy to ox|ilMin, or at iensi to tbookUr tlio 
imiibility. 

Iiiiletfti the tloet ii*t gire mo any enooarajze- 
t» Mrt. FmUy/' Mid Nan, feaHcttly. •• Only 
ninnilitg tlie taw a work on vmitilation in iny 
Nn«l told ino it was n*t proper reading for a 
itg woniHn.** 

^^ I rmllv di<l n*t li»ok «t llio title,** mid MiM 
" ^ Bice, tniilii'g in tiiitti of liertelf. 

It does n*t eef m to iinprore tlie Ii«*iillh of yon 

^g folks bfCHiiM you think it m oeMnr}* l«» bi«- 

familiar with sitcli tnbj<*cts,** annonnceil tlio 

«»M Udy. ItwatlN*r ImbittotiikeaYrrytliglit 

liintmt at the iimimI tea hoor, hikI sQppleiiient 

m anUtnnliitl luii«h nt bed-time, and to now 

n««t only at leisure liernelf, bat dennniNlcd 

iatteniion of her giietta. Sbe had evklently 

l^^verl an opinion, and was delennined to give 

JMiis Ennice grew tmitller and thinner tlma 

» and fnirly tliivered wiih tlmine behind the ^ 

J. She looked ttendily at t he big •iigar4iowl« 

•he were thinking wliether elie might creep 

it and pall eomething orer her head. She 

liked an aiignroeiir, even if it wore a goml- 

«^^ one, and always had a Tagne sense ol per* 

^ gnilt ami denger. 

lei my time,** Mrs. Fraley enntinoed, « it was 

t pftiper for yonng women to show an in* 

in booseliokl affairs Wlien I was nwrfied 

nol asked wh et h e r I wm ae qm i h i rad with 
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•• Bat I don*t think titers is sny neeil of that,** 
rpplied Nan, ** I think sneli things are tlie daly 
of professional \n9%% and women oidy. I am very 
far from briieviiig tlmt every girl otiglit t» be a 
surgeon any more tlmn tlmt sbe onglit to be aa 
astronomer. And as for tlm yoenger pH>pVs 
lieing less strnng tlmn Um old, I nm afndd it is 
th«'ir own fanlt, sines we andemtaiid tlie bws of 
health better than we asrd. * Who brmka, pay%* 
yon know.** 

It was evidently not expeeted that the yoang 
' gnrst sImnM ventare to discoss the qneetitni, but 
rathifr Imto aoeept*^ lirr rebuke m eekly, and ae- 
knowleilged herself in tlie wrong. Unt slio bed the 
conrage of Iter opinions, and t he ragemfss of yuutli, 
and could hardly bear to be so easily dafeatatL 
So wlien Mrs. Fraley, mistaking theinomml*s 
silence for a final triain|ili, sniil again, that a 
woman*s place was at home, and that a slroiig- 
minded wonwn was out of phiee, ami anwrlcooM 
everywhere, the giH*s cheeks flashi>d suddmly* 

•• I think it is a pity tlmt we Imve fnlhm into a 
habit of ueing stnmg-mimlodoess as a tarm of 
i^bukoi** she said. ** I am willing toackmiwledga 
that people who ars eager f«ar rrf*»nas are a|4 lo 
develop unpleasant traits, but it is only becanaa 
thoy Imire lo fighl againal oppositioa and igB»» 
ranoa. When Ibey are dead ami tlw wnrU is ivup* 
ing the fwwaid of iheir bcmvury aad aonstaney, k 
no longer hmgha, hut nmkea statues of lln'm. and 
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ink tre oiiglit to jinl^ each other bj the high* 

•tniiilarvlt, Mrs. Fniley« and by whetlicr we 

doing good work«** 

Mj day it pMt«** said the liosteia. ** I do tiot 

mg to tlie preeent, and I toppoee my jnd^ 

li ie wurtli nothing to you ; ** and Nan loi*ked 

|utdcly and affectionately. 

I thoohl like to have all my friends bt'liere 

I am doing right,** tlie SHid. ^ I do fi*el very 
din that we mutt educate people properly if 
vant tliem to be worth anything. It it no ni^) 
rval all the boys and girls as if natnre hud 
at them for the same bnsinens and sobJnrship, 

try to pnt them tlirongh the same drill, f«ir 

ia sare to mislead and oonfose all tlHise who 
Bot perfectly sure of what they want. Tliera 
plenty of people dragging tlieinselTes misera* 
through the world, been use they are ologgetl 

fettered with work for which they hare no 
aa. I know I have n*t liad the experienoe 

yon Itare, Mrs. Fmleyt bat I can*t help be- 
ng that nothing is better than to find taie*s 
( early and bold fast to it« and put all one*a 
t into it** 

[ liaTe done my best to serve God In the sta* 
to which it has pleased Him to call me/* said 

Fraley. stiffly. «* I believe that a yoang 
b positkm is very different from a girrs. To 
Bra» I eaa give my opinion that everything 
; better when the master workasen toiik ap>* 
to tiieir trades, and thare waeA*t ee 
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m-jch sdiooling. Bnt I warn too, my dear, tluit 
y<mr notion abiiot studying to be a dtiotor lias 
shiN-ked me very mndi indred. I coull not 
believe my ears, — a reAned girl who bears an 
Imnorable and respecsted name to think of bring 
a woman doetorl If you were 6ve years older 
}-on woaM never liave dreanted of such a thing. 
It loweia the pride of all who have any affection 
for you. If it were not that yonr early life hail 
been somewliat peculiar and must nnfurtunate, I 
should bhime you more ; as it is, I can but won- 
der at the hiek ol jn«lgment in others. I sludl 
look forward in spite of it all to seeing you hap* 
pily married.** To which Mise Prince assented 
with several decided node. 

** Tbb is why I nmde up my mind to be a phy. 
aicmn,** said the culprit ; and though siia.bnd lieen 
looking down and growing more uncomfortable 
every asoment, site suddenly gave her liead a quick 
upward moveaMut and looked at Mrs. Fniley i 
frankly, with a beautiful light in ber clear eyea./ 
•* I bdieve that God has given me a fitness lor iti 
and that I never could do anything else Imlt sd 
welL Nobody persuaded me into following such 
a phu ; I rimply grew toward it. And I have 
everything to Iram, and a great many fanlu to 
ovi re eaie , but I am trying to get oo as test us 
may be. I can*t be toe {M Ikat I havu speut 
my ebiUhood iu a way that hae belpsd me to 
use )mf gift iuetead d h iud ei iu g it, Butevetyw 
thiag belpea yuui« muu toftOlaw his hruti Im 
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onoretl place in toriety, mul jiiH beeniite 
:uileiii of ono of the l«*:triii*fl iirofeMioiii, 
nbove llie men wIh» follou- otluT |mrtuiU. 
pe why it should lie n bhiiiiie iinil dikhninir 
wlhi it trying to do the siime thing iind 
oquHl use in the world. God wtiuld not 
tliii taniu tiilents if whiit wero riglit for 
e wrong for women.** 
deiir, it it quite unnntuml yon lee*** said 
goiiwt, im|mtif fitly. ** Here you are lets 
»nty-liv« Years old, and I shall lirar of 
Dg manird m*xt thing, — at least I ko|M 
— and }-on will laugh at all lliit nonsense. 
p's place is at hom e. Of course I know 
re IniTe been some women ])h}>iciaiis wlio 
aim'd emin<fnce« and some artists, and all 
hit I would ratlivr see a daughter of mine 
wire retired place. T he best scrvioe to 



lie can be done hj keejiing one*t own 
onlernml one's husband cumfortabloi aniid 
ding to those social responsibiliiiefjEiikb 
~ JEMir wiry. Tlie mntTiers of the nation 
^ils~'ennugli and dulies enough already, 
I not look fiirrher than their own fiiesidM, 
for the plaudits of an ignorant publie.** 
if I ck> not wish to be' married, and do 
ik it right tliat I shoidd be,** said poor 
est ** If I hare good reasons against all 
akl yon hare me bury the talent Otd haa 
p, and dioke down#he wish tlMl makes 
pimyor orery morning that I nsay do tUs 
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work loringlj and well ? It is the best way I 
ean see of making myself useful iu the workL 
Pofiple mosi havo good litallh or Uiey wdl fail of 
reaching what svcoess and happiness are possible 
for Ihfm ; aad ao many persons might be btittr 
and stronger tlwn they ara now, whidi wi-uld 
MMike tlieir Utos very different I do think if I 
can lielp my neigliborB in this way it will be a 
grpat kindness. ' I won*l attempt lo say that the 
study of meilieino is a pioper vocation for woosen, 
only that I believe mora and more erory year tiMt 
it it tin* pmper study for mo. (It certainly cannot 
bo the pmprr vocation of all women lo bring np 
ehildien, an many of them ai« dmd failures at it ; 
and I don*l see why all iprhi sliouM be thought 
failures who do noC marry. I don't belirve that 
half those who do marry luire any real right to it, 
at least nntil pe«vple use common aaose aa mach in 
that moat importmit decision aa in lesser ones. Of 
coarse we eaa*t ex|ioet to bring about an Ural 
afeato of soeioty all at once ; but just beeanae wo 
don^ really holieve in baring tlie best possible 
conditions, wo asake no effort at all toward oven 
bettor once* People o^ght to work with the great 
laws of natare anid not againat thorn.** 

« Yea dott*t krtow anything about it*** aaid Mri. 
Praley, who hardly know what to tUnk of thia 
ready oppesMott. •• To« dea*t know what yoa 
are talking aboat* Anna. Tea hara .mither ago 
anr tiperisaee, aad4|| is easy to aao ipoa Imva 

frilk «efy ftmlish paapkb lam 
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Mhm lust person to any tlint every miuTMge b m 
MmAj oiie ; but if you were my diinghtar 1 tltonld 
mmtmr ooneeni to your injuring your ehancet for 
SMppinew in tliit imy.** 

Nan eoiild not lielp tieiding a ginnce at poor 

\um Eunice, lieliind lier fmgile battlement of the 

_uk-eei, and wiit deeply timcked at tbe ginnce o( 

sympathy which dimly flickered in tbe lonely fjce. 

^ I do think, mother, that Anna ie riglit alioni 

^ngie women'i having eome occupation,** was tim- 

iiUy sagg««te«l. ^ Of oourse, I m<>an those who 

Imre no speebl home duties ; I can see that lite 

wooklnot**— 

•« Now Eunice,** interrupted the commander in 
diief, "« I do wish you could keep an ppinion of 
your own. You are tlie last penon to take up 
with saoli ideas, I liave no fiatience with piH)plo 

who dou*t know tlieir own minds half an hour to- 

— ■»-^ — *9 
geuier* 

•• There are plenty of foolish women wlio marryt 
1 11 acknowledge/* siiid Miss Prince, for Uie sake 
of ooming to the rencua. •• I was really angry 
yssterday, when Mrs. Oerry told ma tliat erer}^ 
body was so pleased to hear that Httttie Barlow 
was engaged, beoanse she was incspHble of doing 
snytliing to enpport heieelf. I eoold n*i lielp 
feeling that if there wns so liule power that il 
luid never vieibly turned itself lu any practical 
direelioB, she wasn*t likely to be a gqni bonse. 
keeper. I tliink that is a most lespottsiblo siUMp 

ByseU.** 
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Kan looked up gratefully. •• It is n*t so rnndi 
tliat people ean't du any tiling, as tliat ihev try lo 
do lira wnmg things, Annt Knmj. We all are 
bnsy enough <ar onght lo be; only the riclicot ^^ 
pie have lira moet t-arrs and iia%et'» wcirk iMnlret. 
I Msed to think Uwt rich Hty peopU ilid nothing 
but mmmm tliemselvea. when I was a little girl ; 
but I often wonder nttwtidays at lira wisdom and 
talent thnt ara noaihd to keep m iiigli social po»i« 
tion resfieeted in the worhl's rree. Jt must be an 
onk«riy and reslly strong^imfod wimuut wlio can 
keep Ira r btaiioess f rom gHiing into a nraat met- 
»igW. YeTKOtindjrii aTniHl wli^ the 
'coiiah girls take sndi duties n|ion tliem- 
selves. an«l all tha morl«l erica oat wiUi fmr of die- 
aster, if ooi^ in a while one makes up Iter mind 
to siene other plan of life. Of ciairae Ilcnow bi^ 
ing marrieil is n*i a tfada 2 it is a traUiml cmidiiion 
of life, whi«-h la^rmits a man to folktw certain pnh. 
lie rarrers, ami forltids them lo n womnn. And 
since I have n«4 wished le be marri.^. and have 
wished to study mediriae, I dim^t see what ad of 
ParliaaiNiit ean puaieh ma.** 

- Wait nnlil Mr. Right itmies abmg,** said Mm. 
Fmley, who had pnslrail back her Huiir fiom the 
tabb and wne healing her font on the flniw fai a 
way that betokened grsat diafdeuMiie ud impn. 
tienee. •'lamonly ihaakfal i bail my daywkmi 
woann were eonftent to be stayers at hom^ I am 
only appoktafr far year good, aad yea 11 Mvo to 
aaathatfwIhoftWfiinhihir 
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- 1 rnn inre die will pet orer Ihit,'' iptOngiKd J 

fi«> the foaiid timt licr niece linJ lingered willi 
Uim Vmlf J in tlie dining-room. 

•• Dnnt tilk to m« abotit the Princce clmnging 
tli«*ir mindm'* answered tlie acomfnl old hoeleM. 
• Yon rniglit to know lliem better than tkat by 
ibit time/' Hot jnst at llmt moment yonng Ovrry 
ftimo t>i)iping at the door, and tlie two tadiet 
qnlckly iorteni-d lln*ir excited looki and wvlomned 
bim at the mott |K)worful argnment C«r tlieir tide 
of tlie debate. It ee^ined quite a thing of the 
past that ha thonld Imre fiincHpd Mary Partth, 
and mow than one whitiier liad been littened to 
that tlie yonng man wae likely to bara tb« Prince 
inlieritsince« after mII. He looked uncommonly 
well tbrtt erening, and tlie elder women conid nol 
imagine tlmt any diimeel of hit own agn wimld 
consider him tlightingly. Nan had gifrn a little 
titmg o( iin|ialience wlien tlie lienrd hit ▼••ice jmn 
tlie weaker ones in tlie parlor, and a tente i»f die- 
oimirort Umt she never bad felt before came otct 
ber snddenly- She reminded iM^meU that site 
mnsi tell ber aant that rery night that the visit 
mast oome to an end. She Imd neglected ber 
kmks and Iter driTra witb tbe doctor altogeUitr 
loo iaag already. 
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In tbeae snmmer days tbe yoang lawyer's 
thongbrs bml iifton been busy ebawbcra while Im 
tat al tlie thad«<«l nflice wimhvw and baiked oat 
n|Mm ibe rieer. Tlie eery bonfckaepiNg on the 
damaged ship became nme inteiysting to him tban 
hit bw books, and be walehed tlie keeper a wifa 
at ber Tarfamt emplormentt on tloirk, or grew ex* 
eirrd at Im wit w eesi d tlm gooil wimMn'a encimntefe 
wiUi mtraniling sm.ill liovt, wIki pro«n«««l abont 
liO|Nng for ckaneet of elimbiag the rt'iginf^ or »•!▼• 
ing tbff mrttertet of ibe hokL li hid come In be 
an nnt^MinNm eretit that a tqnara-riggeil xsesl 
alKmhl make Ibe liarbitrctf Dnnporf.and tlie ehler 
ciliwns ignored the deterteil wlwnrea, ami talked 
inrmidly of the dtyt of Dnapnrt*t pnai|ieriry, 
ctmeicling the railread of ita tleeiine ae mnrb aa 
waa f Oiwii^ e nt witb tbeir p nas em inw o| peolitalde 
stork. 11myoMi|^ |aNi|»le totdc tbe empty ware- 
bonsee for granletl, and l i st i ne d to their gmnd- 
prirtnts* slorii« with iatereet« if they dbl not liear 
t!iem Um often ; ami the m«ms enterprisin|; among 
tliem spt%id tbeir wings of ambition and fk-w 
•wiqrie Mm laifer eiiaas er le 
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G«^rge Gerry lind ttiyed l>e]rmd reluetnntly. Ho 
lyMhueitlior muMigli detire for a imm Aciivo Ufis 
nor to hi*;!! ii |Hir|KMo tluU lio ooiiM disresnrd 
wknten-r o|ip(«iri«»n Iny in his way. Yet lie whs 
htinettly diMelisBed with his tnrrmindingM, mid 
tlioif^ht himnelf hanlly need by n hindering fiite. 
He believeil himti'lf to be most niixiotie lo geC 
aw.iy, yt* t he wnt like n ship whidi will ii'«t lie 
•tarteil out of p(»rt by tiny tiling lets ihtin a liiirri- 
rane. Tlii*ru rmlly wen^ fxciitot for hie shiying 
et hcirnet and tiiici* lie hud stopped to listen tit 
tlieni they liegiiiled him more and morc»« nnd hit 
friemls onv by one com mended lib deTOtion to his 
moihrr itnd sistt* rs, nnd BOinetimf^ forgot to svm- 
pntliite with him for his distippointm««ts as they 
pntised him for lieing such a tlutidil son. To bo 
sare« he might be n great lawyer in I>tinport as 
well as anywhere else* ; ho would not lie the fimt ; 
but a more inspiring life miglit hare made him 
more rflithnsiantic and energvti<% and if he Oimld 
liairv l«en winning liis wtiy faster i«lsi*whi*re, and 
srtidiitg liome good nceonnts of himtelff not to 
apeak of tnlwlantinl sid* there is no qiirstion 
wtietlier it woold not have ipren his family greater 
laippincas ami done himself more good. He whs 
a A possessed of tlie stern drtiMrminstitm whirh 
wins its way at all haxards^ and so was depend- 
ent npoa bis surroundings tor an ooeasional stiia* 

nlos. 

But Dnnport wa« very gratefnl to him lieennso 

ho IhmI atajed at boiMf and lie was altqgeibar the 
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most prominent young man in tl>e totm. It is so 
easy to be tliankfnl tliat one^s friends am no worse 
that Olio somelimes iiHfgeta to remember that they 
might lie better; and it woa!d have been only aat- 
uial if he thmtght of himself mors highly than bo 
ought to tliiak« since lie Imd ivoeived a good dml 
of appbinse aial admiratioa. It it true tliai bo 
liad ariiided vice mora notieasbly tliao lie had porw 
sued virtue ; but tlio senior member of tlie firm, 
Mr. SfTgeant, pnmounervl his young partner to 
have been a most excellent stmlenr, and not only 
aliuw««d the greatest pntsiblo deifidenoe in him, 
but was traaJorriiig a g^iOil deal of the business 
to him already. Miss IMnee and Iter oU bwyer 
hail one seerat which Imd never been suspected, 
and tlie townspeople tbouglil mors tliaa ever of 
young Mr. Gerry*s ability when it was knovB 
that the nwst distinguielied b^l authority of tliat 
rpgitm hail giren him a share of a hmgestnblishMl 
business. Oemyd Gerry had bren leil to think 
bolter of himealf, though it liad canend him ao 
liUhi wonder when tlio proposal Imd been nmda. 
U was poesiblo that Mr. Seigeant fnnvd tlmt 
there might be some alliuAoe offered by hie rinds 
in Dunport. To be snra, tho yonnger firm had 
been making a good denl of money« but it was less 
Kepected by Uio leading bnstnees men* Mr. Ser- 
geant had oven conferrrd with his yonog friend 
one morning H|ion the propriety of some new ia- 
Tcetmentst but Mr. Gerry bad never ev^n sna- 
paetml that tbi7 wore the price of his own new 



ep 



'/ 



S90 



A COUHTRY DOCTOR, 



dignity mid claim upon tlie pnMio Honor. Cftp> 
Uio Walter Paridi Mid Mr. Sorgeaiii bud boih 
bcM aids and advitert of Miai Princss; bat noitlitr 
kMl ortr knoira tbo condition of all her finaneial 
affaira, and ahe ImmI made the moet of a comforta- 
ble aenee of liberty. To do yonng Gerry jneiiea, 
be bad not beeitated to expreat liia anunemeni \ 
and among bit eldera and betteia, at any rate* lio 
bad kid bb good fortune at tlie door of Mr. Ser- 
geant*a geneioeity and kindnees inetcad of bit owa 

Yalne. 

Bat at cerUin eeatont of tbe year» like thiii 
tbeta was no excitement in tlie office, and aflor 
an attendance at court and Ibe proper adjoatOMnt* 
wbetber temporary or permanent, of ,tbe eiibte- 
qaent boainesis the partners bad retnmed to a 
bamdmm fnlfiUing of tin* minor duties of tbeir 
pfofeesion, and tlie younger man worked at bis 
law booka wlien tbere were no deeds or alBtlariU 
to engage bU attention. He tboogbt of many 
tUngs as be sat by liis window ; it was a great 
lalirf to tbe tirrsomrnem of ibe dall roonie to louk 
at tbe rirer and at tlie sliorfs and liilb beyond \ 
to nntiee carelessly wbetlier tlie tide came ia or 
wm% not. He was apt to feel a aense of dissatia* 
betion in bis leisure moments \ and now a new 
earmil waa brmging all iU force to bear apon 
Um in bia quiet nncborafKe. 

He bad looke«1 upon Mim Prince as a kind ad* 
Tiseri lie was on morr iniimaM terms with Iirrthan 
with any woman be knewi and the taar tiaita In 
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Me obaractar were always broaglit out by 

enmpelliiig f«iree in Iter dignity and aiiNpl^ nd- 
b«iraiire to kr somt* wliat iiartow eoile of morals 
ami etiqaaiia. He was grati^al to bvr f«ir many 
kindnesaret and as lie bad grown oklrr ami come 
to pmseiTa the sentiment wbieh bud bem tbe tral 
nmiiv* of Innt affH«<tion towai^l bim, Um bml in. 
stiai<tiv«4y Mpaitled witb a niingliHg of galbiatry 
and sympathy wbicb ma^lo bim, aa baa bem al* 
reailr aii<l, apffe.ir at bis vary bret Tbe gomipe 
of Dnnport bad wbiaperad tliat be knew ibal H 
was mfira tban wortb bia wbiU to be pulito tn 
Mim Prince t but be waa too manly a Mlow to 
allow any traoj of snbsfrriener to sbow itself fai 
bis oumhiet As often bapp^na, be bad orano 
Imek to Dnnport almoft a slransor after bis years 
of eoi:ega lifo wore orer, and be badni mingled 
loraand impatience for tbo old pkca. 11m hMl 
year bad bean very pbwant, boworer: ibefw 
were a lew yonag men whose good comrade and 
lemk^be waa; bia rebuione wiib bia fell.WH»t- 
Itens ware moit bammniona; and aa for tbe giria 
•f bis own age and their yonngar sisteta, who 
weiw jnsi glowing np, bo waa immeneely pop. 
nlar ami ndmired by them* It laMilieconie a snb. 
iy,?* "^ disenmimi whotbor bo and Mary 

l-Wab won« m4 p^siHly daelde npmi bi^mnlni 
ongagml to enah other, nnlll Miss Prinea'ebmg! 
baniabed nteoe eanm to pnl n 
OPmrbody^e mind. 
-Many thnac w(m Oaoi|n Oemy 
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proof iliat h« Ittii] (Hiiiiflioxr rHilRii !iitn ttio liiil>it 
of vtilktng limna with lli« pl>«MHt t;irl vbn mu 
bit fiieiHl kin) m-i^ilmr, U IimI hM liinwi-lf 
Klini)>tly tlint Hieni trns iio timber In Ir, hiiiI tl«l 
xXwj iwver VHiM iiHv* Hnjr oiltvr feiliiig for tMli 
oUmy. Itat li« hud b^un to think itiM tlmt aim 
halongnl to Itim in nnio Tngn* nmy, aiwl annifr 
(imM MiciMiwlMlgMl tlwt it miglit be k lliiiij* Itt 
Mnu«Ur limn dn-ply \>j nnd Uy. lli* wdb oiiljr 
IwrNtf-aiix, nihl tlia world wm it'll bafom liim, 
iMt Im wm nit rrrj- iympulliclw wltli otlter [wo- 
pla'a Hilliutiiiam ovrr tlt«ir Iotp affKira, himI woi^ 
dcrad f( it ware nut lurgvlj- a matter of lemprtM- 
■Mtit. tlKMigli I7 aiid l>}' be iIicmM like to lian • 
kMM of b» own. 

Ila WMaonienliiit iittracted towanl 11 !m Prinr*, 
Ibayiiangar. for Iter Nunt'a BakF,and lind made ap 
hit mlml llmt he would b« very atttiitive to Inv, 
no matter how duiplenaittg nnd uiiiiita'resting aht 
Miglit Im : it wxa anre to be a lime of trial to hb 
ob) friciNl, nim) Ii4) wiwld )>elp all Im wwM t<i ittttka 
tfaa Tidt aa bearable aa p>Mibl«. Krerjlwdjr 
knaw of tba tiieee'a i<si*tn)ce wlm bad kmiwn tim 
PriMo fawiijr at all, and \\\oa^h klin Prince bad 
•MTerneniiiinrd t)w nnbiippy fact imill tIm ibiy 
or two bafora her ipiaat wna espeotod, liar jiHiBg 
fttralior bad baltarMl willi moat atoellaat diaef«> 
tioa, and fr^iinit nattbrr aaqiriM »or dismay 
MOfplod tlm aiiitounOTment in a way that hud 
Wlilearad him «itil( more to libi palrooaM. 
Bat ««.tlM,firat Bonday wwabg, whta.a «Met 
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ndmiraMe yoonj Lwl, \»A walk^ up il.« bm..d 
•«" ol St Ann'* dnrdh, an.1 Mr. Gnrr \md 
«"«ht a cli..paa of her bMweM tlm rU af 
Imada .I,kI. all bmh^l «m,^^\^ by on»tr-rt. 
ita««ed»ob.^aimwamoftWo3a. Tl.i. waa 
a w.I«oma link with tU hmier work! ooiakia 
Dnn,^, tbia «« wfcat h, h^ „i^ ^^ ^ 
Had «Mlad hb aalbga daja, a gbMa ef raamoMU- 
ta« a«Mfain« wbidi BMda tha pr..*iwial ftar b« 
altnetiva than em. Ha «.a aaiioua to d«.a 
compaabaubip with tbb Ur cttlie.. ,4 a Uw 
«rU. and to dbobda. a., id^ of brlooipnB to 
tU hamdm. lUtla oirda whWi waggarij^ it. 
owi iatportaiMO. He peiau^wl Uiwetf that U 
»W pay Um Prinoaa gxat m eariy vUt. It 
*^ •^wtdtiogand intwaMins •Itnc.tlir*. and 
a. be wrtobed th. iicker of Ii«bt i^^, u^ 
i.ma hair «aha.,to« th. etni^ht u4^ ia hw 

•( gnfrt delight itol. owr kim. H7bad knowi 
"WiJ ni« firia in bb Ufetima. bat timra waa 
■<»rthii«f MMMaraly tntwwing a»nat Uim 
Amh Vnmm.h„iAm, who aoabl help hebg gr-... 

had rrnanii 1 9 ' ' 
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ifrreneat in prnm, and wert moi iBeUncd to ob- 
if tlM yminger ww wtro Wng wted •'l»e* 

M. Yooiig |i«v«« will be young \mv^* •••d 

Jaoo WfiUlitr doM noi nlwuyt liiat ; and if Ocorgo 
Orrry wm mora dorolcd to tockd dutfet tlmn to 
Wgnl onfo, U wm quite niiUtnil, end lie hud jutl 
mcqiiitted hineelf mott honoreWy nt Ike May 
term of court, end wee lib own meeter if be de- 
cided to take e Tiicetlon. 

He Imd been nmueed when the ennouneemeni 

bud been nede eo eerly in their neqneintenee thai 

Kiui meant to etudy medicine. He belleftJ If 

thefe were any fault, it was Dr. Letlie*e, and only 

tbotigfat it a pity that her evident practical tak 

ente bed not heen under tlie guidance of a more 

•omible diiector. The girrs impetuoue defence 

of her diolce wae rery charming; he Imd often 

henrd Mr. Sergeant apeak of the rare Intight and 

underetamling of legal mattera which hie farorite 

danghter had poeeemed, and her early death had 

left a lonely pUwje in the good man's lieart Mise 

Prince's life at OKiadde mmit hare been rery dull, 

eepedally elnce lier boarding- sclwol days were 

m9f. For himself he had a great prejudice agaiuel 

the ueurpation of men's dutiee and prerogatieee 

by women, and had epokeu of aU eudi aasump- 

tione with contempt It made a difference thai 

thie attractive young Btiid«>Bt ImmI spoken bravely 

fei the wrong ehle; but if he had thought muck 

about it he would liave made liimeelf eurer and 

mier thtt only tiase wa« needed Ip sb^w her the 
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mistake. If be had gone dee|ier into the eubjeet 
Ito would Imre said that be tbiiuglit it all mm- 
eense about women e Imving the wocet of it in lite i 
he kid known more than one good fellow who 
bad begun to go doem bill from tlie day be wne 
Mitnied, and if ftirle would only take tlw ttouble 
to At tbemeelvee for their indoor b us ins m the 
world would be a vastly more comfortable place. 
And ae for their tinkering at the lawa, 
peojcda ebould be bitterly reeented. 



It only needed a few days to auike it pbin le 
tbb good fellow that tlie coming of cm of the 
aumnKnr gneeta had nmde a givat difference in hie 
life. It waa easy to And a hondrrd eicueee fur 
gning to Mim Prince^ who smik^ benignaati/ 
uprNi hie evident interest in tlie fair'etnuiger 
within her gatee. The trutli must be coofeeeed, 
however* that the epieode of tlie lamed s hou lder 
at the |NCttic p^rty liad given Mr. GeiMrge Oervy 
grsat uiihappineea. Tliere was something so high 
and senme in Anna Priaee's eimpiictty and direct 
nesa, and in tlie way in which she had proved her* 
eelf ndequate to eo unusnal an occasion* tliat bo 
coukl not help mingling a good deal of admiration 
with hie disaatisiaoUon. It b ia huasan nature lo 
teepect power t but all his nmnlinem wne at etah% 
ami hb antaml righte woold be degraded aad kel, 
if he oould not chew hb power to be grenlvr Ihnn 
her own. And aa the daye went by, 
Umusesueertriilhnlho 
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li« liatl ever longed for anytliing befiiTOi to win 

Iter l«iTe. Hi« Inmri kiul nvTer Mom b«eii cl«rply 

toMclieii, but life neeniid now like n bt^p of dry 

wood, wliicli lind only waiUsd for ii liris ei4il to 

mmk« it fUme and lenp in niytieriooi light, and 

trmiMfi(^ire itself from duUnen int«» n bewildering 

ami unnecoaiitable glory. It was no wmider any 

longer tiiat poets had sung best of love aiMl its 

)oya and sorrows, and that men nnd women, 8inc«6 

Uio workl begMi, had followed nt its calL All life 

sod iU history was expUinifd anew« yet ibis eiiger 

lover felt himself to be the fiiat discoverer of tbe 

wurhl's great secret. 

It was hard to wait and to lack assurance, but 
whilo tbe b«Nirt when he liad the ideal and tlie 
dream seemetl to mske htm certain, lie had only 
to go back to MiM Prince's to become doubtful 
and miserable eg^dn. Tlie world did not con- 
sent to second his lieste, and the persims most 
conremod in his affairs were stnpidly slow at 
naderatandiiig tbe true state of them. While 
every day msde tlie priie Imik more desirable, 
•rrry dey seemed to put snotlier biirrier between 
btmeeir and Kan ; and when slm spoke of her via- 
it's rod it WHS aniasiiig to him tlmt slie should not 
underatatH) his misery. He womlervd at himself 
more and more because lie seemed to haire tbe 
power of heliNTing much as nsiml wlien he was 
witli his frieiMls; it seemed impnssibUi tlmt he 
ffwU alwa\s go on withiHit iietraviiig his llH*uglita. 
Xheto was im question of any final opposition le 
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h!s snir, it soemeil to him ; lie eonld not be mors 
sure limn lie wmi elnnidy of Miss Prince's willing* 
ni*ss to let him pl.iul hb cense witli Iter niece, so 
many tcxoiI qne^iions would lie pleas;inily an- 
swereil; and he Tenlnred tt Impe that the girl 
lieteelf wimhl be glad to spend lier life in dear 
ol«l Dnnport, wbeni ber fatlier*8 people bad been 
lionoreil for so many years. The good Dr. Leslie 
most be faU growing oUl, and, tlmngli lie would 
nitjs his ado|ited ehild, it W4S reas^eizible tlait he 
slitiuld be glail tt ew her happily aiidHuvd ia a 
iHHne of her own, before he died. If Nan wefe 
friendless and penniless it would make no diffef^ 
ence ; bat neeertlisliies, for ber ssd[e, it was giiod 
to maemlier tlmt eome one Imd said that Dr. 
I^eslie, unlike m*«t pliysitrtaiM, wss a man *4 f««^ 
tune. Ami notliing remained but |o win en 
alTeetiim which skouM match his own, hinI thb 
iiHp:itient suit«c walked and droee and S|ient tho 
fle.*iing htmre in wailing for a dmnoif to slmw 
himself in ihn li/iCs of bre. It seemeil vear* in* 
stiiiil of week* at l»il, an«l yet as if he Ii^nI only 
liei*n l/nly aliee and free ainoe htn* ImnI mmb him 
enptive. lie omM not fai4en himself down to hie 
work witbait great dilRrulty, tbomrh be Uilt 
many a eautk In Spain with lib imagineil wealth, 
ami bid tbep pbae of study ami arqnirs men t 
•whi*-h ahnuld he made erUent ee tinm went on. 

All things sei'med within bb ivadi in tliese Orel 
tlays of hb enligb'enmrntx it hml been like ilm ria* 
ii« el the euB wkkb 
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rhicli lie was lawful mnstcr, but th« minor events 

^ if hit blinsftil eKiBteiico l«pin to ciin«|«iro ag»il«it 
lim in ii proTukiiig way, ami pn^ntly it wwt raJly 
Torced npm hit u«nKT»t«nilin;j tlmt Annu Priin-o 
ims eitlier onoiHiKciims or disibiinfal of liii af« 
^Fecti<Hi. It ciwltl Imrdly be tbe lutttr, l^ •!•• 
-^ne iilwiip friondly and hospitable, and tciolf bia 
«ourtei»ie« in lucb «n aii«uspe»-tinj? ami grateCMl 
-^r»j. ThiTi! wnf Kometbing w ielf-nfUrtnt abinit 
^■ht and no iiidi-peiident ol «ny omi'f |ir.»tecii«n, 
mbiit this was lb« mott diii-onmging thing of alU 
<€»r bin own inntinct was ibat of utMiidiiig lieiwwn 
lier nnd nil bnmi, — of making bimself renponsilile 
for Ih^ »bi'lter nnd liappinew. She iOi'meil ti» pfi 
on capifnlly well without him, but after all l« 
cmild not brlp biding conqnemr in to jiwt iiml iin 
•vitable a wnr. Tlw old proTi-rb inddenly dmnged 
fmm a pebble to n diamond, and he tlianked tlio 
phikieoplier m^m* thnn once wln» had ArH remindeil 
tlM wttrbl that faint Iwirt ne er won fnir huly ; 
pnwntlj be grew tnd. mi loYera will, and Itemnie 
piil*^ and lets Yig»»roas and made lib frimds wmi- 
der a g»»od dt^l, until f bt-y at Inat eiiapi-cted hit 
•weet tnnow, and rangwl tli<^mfldf€t in ••ager ranka 
npon hit tide, with aU bialury and tradition in 

tlH'ir faYor. 

Nan heraplf waa not among tlie (Iret to tnvpcel 
that one o( her new f riemla liad proved In be a 
loTrr ; the liail bt^n tnm«^ awny fmm iii«h Mi- 
pictone bv Iter rery n:itnr9; wml wlien elie liad l«en 
faceed 19 bdiaft ill «• or Iw9 oilMr iiitiMM that 
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■lie wae aowillingly drawing to lierwlf the den^ 
^ion which nH«t women ttuecHMcioiuly eeek« the 
ImuI Iteen made m««t iinoomlbrtNble» and had re* 
p»dled all pneeibility of ita furtlier pn^grtea. She 
hatl believeil lieraelf proof againet such amailmenti 
and io indeed ahe bad bam ; bat on the very even- 
ing of Iter Imttle for her opinioiit at Mm. FrnWy^t 
ahe liad been toddenly c«>nfnMiti^ by a new enemy, 
a strange power, which aeemed to dungeniue tlial 
■ho was at (ir»t overwhelmed by a eeiiee of bar 
own deft^^elcasaeee. 

Site had waited with Mim Fraley, wlio wai nn| 
qnite randy to h?nve the diningHfoom witli tlit* leet, 
and liad been mnch tonelied by Iht c<»oOdence. 
Pcior Eunioe had b«*en very finad of one fif liar 
■elioi J •fellows, who liad afterward entered the 
navy, and wlio liml been f«»iid of lier in nptnnu 
Bnt as everybody b:id opposed tlie inati*h« fi« lier 
sake, nnd had plai^l litile reliance in ibe yming 
man, slie luul meekly givi*n up all ho|ie of bfing 
his wife« and lie hml «lie«l of yellow fuver at Kry 
W«*at ionn af tA*r. ^ We were not nven eiig > i g ed 
yon km>w, dciir,** wliispervd the litllo ItMly, ** Imt 
somehow I Imvo always felt in my lieurt that I be* 
lpn;^l to bini. Tlioagh I believe every wonl yoa 
aiid aboot a giii's liaving an indeprodmce of liar 
own. It is a great blesMng to htve always liad 
sndi a |ierson aa my nnitlier t*> k-an n|«iii, Imt I 
shonld be qaile lirlplem if site were taken away. 
... Of eonrse I have hail what I neeileil and 
wlmft WW taald afstdi** siw went mit after 
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jUM, **bat I never cnii get orer hftiing to aak 

%^ ittonry. I do •oinetimet envy Uio womeii wlio 

irlmt tWy »peiid.** 

Niin*t ryrs fliulit-d. •* I lliink it is only (iiir tliat 

n tlioee who have tii ipentl their botUinirt or 

lieir fiither*e money ihoukl bo nittde to f«el it ie 

_ jirir own. If one duee iibiiolutely nothing in one • 

Bionie, find it not even able Co give pleasare, then 

2 ibink it it tiealing. I liave Mt to tirongly 

sibuiit tliiit tinoe I liavo grown \\\\ for yon know 

Dr. Litlie, my gnunUan, liat d<ine everytliing for 

mt* . Aunt Niincy pave me mimey every year, bot 

1 never t|ient any of it until I went away to telMiol, 

and llien I iiittsti*d n|ion Ukiiig Uiat and wliat my 

grandmother left me. But my later ttndiet bavo 

more thitn nted it all. Dr. l^lie U to kind to 

mo, like an own father, and I am looking forward 

to my life with him mutt eagerly. After Uie next 

year or two I thall l«e at liome all the time, and I 

am to glad to think I can really help him, itod 

that we are interettcd in tlie tame thinirt.** 

Mitt Eunice wat a little inore«laltMit, tbongli tlio 
did mit dara to tey to. In the firtt pUoe, the 
cnaM not be pertuNded timt a woman cotiM pne- 
tildy know tt much about diteatct and tlielr renio- 
diet at a man, and the wondered if even the mral 
inlmbitantt of Oldfieldt wo«ikl cheerfolly acoe|it 
the change from tlieir trtitted phyticUn to hit 
yoong ward, no matter whitt taib of dipl«Hnat tlio 
miglit tpread to lite breeio. But Nan't perfeel 
faith and oooOdeiioe were Mt In be Vgblliy die- 
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piitfdi and if the pmctice nf medioiae by women 
OiinM ho made Imnorahhs it certainly wat in al4e 
liamlj bore, at far tt an admiring friend ciioUl de- 
oide. Nan wat anything Init telf amiirtin|g. and 
the bail no noity fadiiiin of tlinrnting Imrtelf bo. 
f«ire the pHblic gate, but over) body tn»trd Iter 
who knew her; the hml tho mm and noble faculty 
of iniipiriNg oonAihiiioe. 

Hiere wat no 9%vnm for a kmgir abtettce fmm 
thfi parltir« wliere Mrs. Kmley wat thnennl in ttato 
in Iter high^aickt^ dmir, ami wat alrmdy calling 
llm bitof^-n. Slie and Mit4 Princo were tmilui; 
imlul^nlly upon tlio iin|nlieni young man, a bo 
wat dfwribiiig to tliem a m«n*:i»g cif tlie aloek* 
bohlfri iif tlio TNni|4ke Compcinr, of whidi ho 
bad hitt ye;%r bei^ maihi tecrctary. A divi«lend 
Imd b«n dt^bml, ami it was Urgtir than hud 
be«*n rxpeotnl. ami tlw lidiet wem nt gmti-fnl at 
if lie hnil fnmialit^ iln» mMiit fmm hin own 
imcket. lie IOi>ked very tall ami liaml^tiio mid 
Im^ne^ike at b«? ro«e to ailnta Mim Fmley ami 
Nan. and preMutly tdd hit real rrnuwl. H- ap*!- 
ogitoil f«ir interlering with the littk* fetiivaL bat 
two or thrra of tint yonng people had tmhUwIy 
made a phm for going to em a pky which wat to 
be given that night in the town ball by a travel- 
log Oi^ipany. WoaM Mitt Aaaa Prince eaia la 
g'Mind Mint Phileyr 

Nan hardly knew why the al oaoe refuted, aad 
wat fllhFd with frgrH whea dio taw a Iwdt of 
mipoiAMmy «a Mitt lailto^e fitto friiMy 
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** It it too li(»t to tliut one's aelf into tlial 

^Blotta pliice, I nm iifrnid,** the said. ** And I »m 

^r-tijoyiiig iiiyiflf very inu«li lieif. Mi*. Oerry.** 

^^¥liicli wm generous on Nan*s part, if owe con. 

^Bitleretl the pn*nieditated war wliicli b.id been 

^-mtm*^\ agiiinst lier. Then the tlionght flaslied 

mliningli her mind that it might be a bit of goo«t 

4 tiD fiir her coniimnion ; ami wiUiont Mniiting fi>r 

^iibiT a|»pit>vtil or t-ppcwiiion from tlie elder 

^^r«imen, site said, in a dilTi-nMit tone, *• ll«*we%er« 

-if Mim Ftaley will go too, I will aixept with phtM- 

wire; I supp(«e it is quite time?** and beforo tbere 

^tKild lie a formal dissi'nt slie hud bnrried llm 

pleaiie«l daughter of the house, who was not qnivk 

in her movemenU, lo her mom, mid in a few 

minuiea, nfti-r a goo<l deal of Itiiighter whidi the 

pntenee of the escort kept anyboily fnwn even 

wishing til iilonce, tlio ihree w.*re fairly tlarti-d 

down the street. It wits o( no avnil tliat Mrs. 

Fr il y o*rnih!inned Iter own judgment in not hnv- 

tug mlvified Eunice to stay at liome nnd hmve tite 

yoim*; ptniple free, and thiit MiM Prinee roafle a 

feeble protent for poliremW swke,— the pleasure- 

mnkers emdd not be called Imck. 

Nnu hud really grown info a grent liking for 
George Oerry. She ofren thought it wooW beTO 
been Tfry good to liNTe sneh a brotlier. But 
moro than one person in the audience thonght 
tliey had nerer seen a brnTor young couple \ and 
the few elderly persftus of discretion who bad 
goM lo tbe pky felt tbeir bearti IhriU with 
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den sympathy as our friends went Ux ilown the 
ri«m lo their seats. Mtsj Fraley wiis iilm*»i' girl- 
i4l herself, und hndced so plented and briglit tluit 
everybmly wlio onred anything about lier smile.1 
wliea tbey caugiit eight of her, eU was so |irim 
end ne»t s it was impossibhs f««> ber, under any 
circumsUnces, Iff hwk anything lait di«cf«et iin.l 
qnaint ; but as for Nun, site wae l^eutirul witli 
ytuitb and liealth ; as eiui|ily dresee«l as Miss Eu- 
nice, but with tlie guyety of a flower, — iofue 
slender, wihl thing, ih it kit s|inin^' up fe.ir!ciUy 
ou'ler the great sky, with only tlie suMshine mid 
tlie wind and summer rain lo teaeh it, ami lielp 
it fulHU its destiny, — a (lower that bos gn.wu 
with no piinful elTort of its own, but liecaoae G«id 
made it and k*.«pt it ; that lias bl«MMned Iteeauee it 
b IS eome in ibe course of iu growth to the right 
time. Ami Miss Euuire, like a hindera.1 litle 
boute-pLint, took a bug bratth of delight as elm 
eat eh«e by ber kimi yonug frieml, and frit ee if 
•tMuebody had eel ber rsuU fm from tbrir la- 
miliar "*■*'■** 



To lei Ood meke ne, inefead of p^iufully tryw i 
ing to make ourselvee; to lAVm tlie paih Hmt ' 
bU l.»?e ebtiws na, iuetMl of ibrtmgh couorit .w « 
^'vardiee or HMekery ebontiiig another ; |o fmai , 
Him for e«r elrvngtb and iinees at the flowm ' 
As simply giring onrselw baek to Him in gr^l.^ 

ful eerTiea,-.|lde ie lokrep Ike Uwetbal gi«^ ue 
the fr^Mdomef iho etty la whioh them is no lonnr 
•ny n^glH el '^ -•" ^^ 
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tiiiitty. So tlie womnn who had lived a lif« of 
UnmIii]]^« whoM harilitt tiitk-miuter wms heUMlf, 
Httd iIm wonmii who luid bean both liiu;;ht mid 
iiinpirail to hold fait hor (r«e«loiii« Mt iido by tide: 
lhe«ia«9 life having; been blighUHl becaiiJie it hieked 
iti iii:ite« and waa but half a life in itai'K; whilo 
IIm oilier, ffuriiig to giro half its royalty or lo 
•lumi ill bounty, waa being tempted to cripple it- 
' nolf, and to kMO ita atrait and narrow way where 
Cjtd had left no room for another. 

F«ir aa the play wrnt on and the racily picaaed 

a^mlirUfe laughed and cliip|ied iti handa, and tlie 

%iied pUyem iNiwed and fniih*<l fn»ni lahind the 

flaring foot-lights, ihero wna one ipei'tator wlio 

'^vaa coMcioua of a great crinia in i»er own life, 

'^a hicb tlie ininiirry of tliat evening seemed to rid* 

mcvle and connterfeiL And though Nan amiled 

"^riih the rest, and even talked witii her neighbora 

'^rbile tlie tawdr}* curtain had fallen, it aeenn^ to 

^lier that the ot»ming of Death at her life^a eotl 

«ould n«>t lie more i^tranfie and tuilden ilian tliie 

fn««t barrier whiili IiihI fallen betwc*en her ami 

lier girllHiod, the dear old life whieh liail kept lier 

en nnposaled and safe. Bo iliia waa hire at last, 

tbia ftar, thb change, thia at range relation to 

awtlter aoal. Wlio couhl atand now at her li^sht 

hand and give lier grace to hobl fast the tnilh 

that her soul moat ever be her own ? 

Tlie only deaure tliat poaai*ased lier waa to U 
ahme again, to make Love aliow hia faoe aa well 
his aiialeriona p r aaenee felt She 




.^ 



•(■■ 



tliankful for tlie alielter of tlie crowd, and weni 
on, wishing tluit the sliort distance to her annt*a 
lionie couM be maile even alnirter. Slie bad 
felt thia inan'a kve for her only in a vague way 
beftiea, and now, aa be turned to apeak to her 
from time to tinse, alie eonkl not nieel hia eyea. 
11ie groups of peophi b«de eadi otiier good-night 
merrily, tliougli the entertainment h^d been it 
liule tirraome to every one at tlie hist, and il 
aeemed the briefest apace of time before Miss 
Fraky and Nan and their eavalhfr wera Wfl by 
themselves, and at kat Nan and Oeoi^ Gerry 
wera ak>ne tegetlier. 

For his part he had never been ao liappy aa 
tlial niglit It seemed to him tJiat hia wiali waa 
commg true, and lie apoke gently enough and of 
the aaiiie things ilwy miglit have talked'abmit the 
ni^t before, but a aplendiil clionis of victory waa 
aounding in hia eart; ami once, a^ tliey afoppe*! 
for a mument to look between two of the old 
waielnmsea at tlie shining river ami tlie maals 
and rigging of the aliip against the miion.light»4 
aky, he wns jaat ready to a|ieak to the giri at h« 
aitle. Dat he kmked at h«-r first and then waa 
ailent There waa sonething in her face that 
r<rlMde It, — a whitences and a atmnge look in 
hereyee, that made him lose all feeling of emu- 
mleship or even aeqnainlanee. *• I wtmih^ if the 
oM H'ighlyer will ever go oat again ? ** ahe miA 
•h>wly. -Cbptninnurish told me aome time age 
thnlkehnifcHidhnrMrahml^ 
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ppoted. A Tciitol iik« tlmt belong* to iho 
ligli m^uMt nml U Hko a prisoner m licii it hiucbct 
I belioro ilmt ilie tlrMy toals Umt liavo iio 
irt rnntt aomrtimM miike a defiling in iniini- 
lie tilings Nml make us think they are Hlire. I 
Mlways iorry for tlmt ship " — 
^ Iti gnitnliiin angi'l must hare l«en nslrcp the 
aiigiit of the oollii^ion;* liiiiglit*d young Gerry, 
iiiieiisily I be wns dbph*iised with biiiiseU ibif mo- 
ment mfterwiinU but Kan hiiglMHl tws iinti felt a 
^eiise of rfpricTe; nml lliey went on again and 
ofMd pmd night quietly on the slepe cif the «ld 
Prioeo lionai\ It wns Yery kite for DunpiH^ and 
the diior waa sbnt, but through the buU's-eyed 
paara of gbias OTerbend a faint light was shining, 
tbongh it coqM hardly assert itst-lf agninst the 
monnligbt Miss Prince wns still dciwn-stnirs, and 
bar nirai npbraidtfd lier, and then liegan to give 
an aoeonni of tlie play, which was cut sliort by 
Ike mistms of tlie house ; for nf ter one eagvr, hmg 
kok at Nan, ake becamo slerpy end disappointed, 
and they mM good-niglit s but Uie girl felt evt^ 
tnin Ibal ber annt was leagned against lier, end 
giww iiek at licart and tired as slie elimbml the 
stain. Tbers waa a letter on tlie knig mahiignny 
table in ibe Imll, and Nan stoppetl and l(ioke«l 
ofer tbe rattbig nt it wearily. Miss Prince 
stopped too, and said sbe was sorry sbe Imd for- 
gnUon,— il waa from OklAeMs, nnd in Dr. Lee- 
KaVwrMng. Bnt thoogh Nan went book for it, 
H mm% than onoe before ebe wetti to 
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bed, and even pot it under ber pillow as a eon 
fort and defense against ebe knew not wbat, fc 
tbe Brst time in ber life sbe waa afraid lo open I 
and read tbe kind worda. Tbalnigbtebewalebo 
the moonliglit creep akmf tbe leer, and hear 
tbe eocks crow at midnight and in the morning 
tbe birds woke with tbe new day while aho triei 
to understand tbe day that had gone, wondorii^ 
what sbe must do and say when she faced th 
worW again only a few hours biter. 

Sometimes sbe felt beraelf carried along upon i 

mshiiig tide, and was amaasd that a bundled gifti 

and conditions to which sbe had searaely gifen i 

tliought seemed dear and neceesary. Onoe sb 

funded bersi*lf in a quiet home ; liring tbeie, per 

bsps, in that ?ery hooee, and being pieoeed witli 

ber ordering and care -taking. And* bar great 

profession was all like a fadii^ dream ; it eeemed 

now no maUer whether she had ever lored the 

atudies of it, or been gbd to thbk that ebe b«i 

it in her power to make suffering lese, or pt^ift 

it altogether. Her old embitkme w«f« lorn away 

from ber one by one, and in their phm came the 

baitlly^ieaired satisfactions of lofo and marriage, 

nnd liome- making and honsekeiping, the dear, 

womanly, slieltersd fnsbiono of life, townid which 

she bad been thankful to see her friends go fn nd( 

in band, making themeelvee a eompleto happiness 

which nothing else eouU matek Bntaatheakhl 

waned, the certainty of her duty gmr eleniw s 

8hehadleHit»MdenphermMthe* 
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^^kl« must not mitrry. Sh« might b« tmppjr. it wiu 

^— ■*", Knd make oilier people »o, but lier iluty tru 

^^QoC tbii, atul ft certainty that aiitisfiiction and tlio 

^^sleaaing of God would not follow her into tlieae 

^^cwvranced and lionored limits cnme to hvr dia- 

^■Kinctly. One by one the reasons for Icpeping on 

^Mmt dioaen coarae grew mora unanawembte iIihu 

^^mrtT. She had not thought she ahould be called 

"^■o reuit thia temptation, but since it bad come 

^^■be was glad ahe tnis strong enough to mret it. 

^3t would be DO real love for anotlier penon, and 

^■w joatiee to hrraelf, to gire up her work, even 

'^Kbottgh holding it fust would bring wearinew and 

'^nin and reproach, and ttie Iom of many things 

"^hat other women lietd dearest and beat. 

lo the morning Nan amiled when her uint ntv 
tioed her tired look, and said that the play bad 
been a punuit of pleasure under ditBcultiea. And 
though Miaa Prince looked up in diamay, and was 
fall of objections and almost qnemlous rrpra^hc* 
beoauae Nan said she must end her viait within 
> day or two, ahe hoped that George Grrrj would 
bo, after all, a reaaon for the girl's staying. Un- 
til Kan, who had been standing by the window, 
looking viatfoUy at the garden, anddenly turned 
^^_Mld laid, gantly and aolemnlr, " Liaten, Aunt 
NaiMj I I most be about my bonneaa; you do 
Mt know what it mevia to ma, or what I hope to 
Make it mean to other people." And then &Iiae 
Prise* knew onoe for all, that it waa tuelt-M to 
hop* or to pUa any longer. But ab* would not 



kt hmelf U ratMiuisb«l .o aaaily. and aummoned 
to )«r mind many aasarancea th.U girla would i>ot 
be too eoily won, and afuw a aJ>ort a««oo of dia. 
approving silanc*, retunwd to her uaual maanw 
•• i* thwe bad bean aaitW di««r»a nor die. 
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K-«ITm coiwn Walter PariA b oomlng to 

^^vith OS to-day/' nud Mm Prince, later that 

^ r ««HeGaiiie to the Fraleyt juet after you 

it last eTening* to epeak with me aboot a 

Mi matter, and waited to walk home with 

rmerwanL I hare been meaning to inTite him 

^^viih hie wife, hot there doee n't teem to be 

pmpeei ol herleaYing her room foreome 

!h, and this morning I happened ^ find an 

imonly good pair of young docka- OWMr. 

a hae W my "'^•"8 '®'* ^"^ *" " * 

««yyef.- Your grandfaAer n.ed to ^y 

Sero ii- nothtog like • <»«;^**;"« ^^ 

lie need to eat them in England, bat peo- 

thii oowntry let them get too old. He wae 

te i»y • gwat price for duckUngs alwayi; 

• Mr: Brown teems to think it ieagroat 

Boi m kt them grow untfl Thank^^ing 

^jl oMkei a groat many apologiee every 

It h fcom hie farm that we always gai 

amb too; they aro Tory nice people, Ue 

hat Ae poor old man seems rory feeble 

floMTdkij I shodd leaUy like 10 



take a drive out into the coontry to see them, yo« 
know so weU how to manage a hotie. Ton ean 
sparo a day or two to give time lor that, ean^ 
yon?'* 

Nan was sorry to hear the pkaAiy tone, k 
was so onlike her annt*s nsnally severo manner, 
and answered quickly that she shonld be very 
gfaid to make . the little exenrskm. Mr. Brown 
had asked her to come to the barm mm dqr near 
the bi^nnifig of her visit 

** Yon mnst say thb is home, if yon ean,** said 
Mim Prince, who wna a good deal eadted and 
shaken that morning, ^ and nol tUak of yonrrolf 
as a visitor any more. Thero aro a groal many 
things I hope yon can nndentand, even if I have 
left them unsaid. Il has really sseoMd moie liko 
home since yon have been bore» aad*less like a 
lodging. I wonder how I — When did yon eso 
Mr. Brown? I did noi know yon had 
to him.** 

•« It was soose time ago,** the gfarl 
•«I was in the kitchen, and he came to the door. 
He sei«Md very ghul to eee me,** and Nan herf- 
tnted a moment *« He said I was like my istber.** 

** Yes, indeed,** reeponded Mim Prine^drawily| 
and the thought ssiasd her that k wne vnry 
strange that the same mistaken peiiislinBy shenld 
shftw itself in fiuher and eUU b einetly 
wmySi If Nan would only earo as rnnsb isr 
tying George Oerry, as hsr iaiher had t&t 
lyi^ his hii wibt U 
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impoMiU« tkat Uib littl* lady ahottld be 
daughter of ■iidi a woman ; bow diaiiiayed 
girl would be if tbe coold be thown ber moth- 
mmr'u natare at Miat Prince remembered it Akt I 
^^hie waa already a sorrow which no Tision of the 
^reality could deepen, and the frank worda of the 
OldSeldt country people about the bad Tbaebera 
^■lad not been spoken fruitlessly in the ears of 

^ I am SO ghid the captain is coming,** Nan said 
itly, to break tlie painful silence. **I do 
^Iiope that he and Dr. Leslie will know each other 
^ms time, they would be such capital friends. 
^Tbe doctor sent hu kind regards to you in last 
:sight*s letter, and asked me again to say that 
Im hoped that you would come to us before the 
summer is orer. I should like so much to have 
^rou know what Oldfields is like.** It was hard 
%o save herself from saying **home** again, in- 
stead of OMfieMa, but the change of words was 
sade quickly. 

** He ie Yery courteous and hospitable, but I 
^Mfer pay risits nowadays,** said Mies Prince, and 
thought almost angrily that there was no neces 
mity for her asakhig a target of herself tor all those 
various country -people*s eyes. And then they 
and aepaiated for a time, each being bur- 
less by care than thought 
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early to dbe, and brought 
and Miss Prinee^e leHsn froui 



the pcet^Oea, together with the morning paper, 
vhieh he proceeded to tmd. He also seemed to 
have a weight upon hb mind, but by the time 
they were at table a miU chcerf ulnees made itself 
fait and Nan summoned all her lusouraes and 
was gayer and brigliter than usual Miss Prince 
had gone down town early in the day, and her 
niece was perfectly sure that thete had been a 
eonsultatiou with Mr. Oerry. IU had passed the 
house whDe Nan sat at ber upper window writ, 
ing, sad had looked somewliat wistfully at the 
dooraeif he had half a mind to enter it He 
was like a great maguet : it seemed impoesible to 
resist kicking after him, and indeed his gbnat-Uke 
pneenee would not forsake her mind, but seemed 
■tging her toward his risible self. TU thought 

ol him WM so powerful that the siglit el the young 
»an waa leas strange and eompelUng, and it waa 
almost a relief to haYe eeen hie familiar appeal^ 
J"*^— *• •*»«« figure in iu everynhiT duthea, 

hia unattident4ike Tigor, and easy strp as he went 
by. She liked him still, but she haled Un% H 

abe told Captain Parish some delightfal OUUMda 
•toriea, td so humorous a kind that he l^tghed 
hmg and stfMk the tabb mofe than oneeTwhieh 
••t the gkMSs jingling, and gave a splendM ap- 
P'^^^ to the timeOionofed fan. The dnekUmn 
Maainglygood; and when Captain Wallsr 
had tasted Ue wine and lead the sflver hbsl 
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Um n»k mid dignity of the oontentt, hb 9jm 
kkd with iiititfciction. and he tnrned to bie 
mM^ danghter with iropreMiTe gm^ity. 
•• Yon may nerer have tasted soeh wine aa 
«!,•• be laid. •• Your grandfather, the luckieal 
iptain who ever wiled out of Dunport, brought 
^» home afty yeart ago, and it waa well ripened 
-«ben. I didn't know there waa a bottle of it 
T3eft, Nancy,- he hingheA -My dear, your aunt 
:aias undertaken to pay one of ua a handsome ---^ 

^dimeni.** 

•• Your health, cousin Walter I - said the 
*qa'ickly, lifting her own glass, and making him a 
Uttle bow OTcr the old Madeira. 

•• Blem your dear heart I *• responded the cap- 
tida ; - the same good wishes to you in return, and 
nowyou must join me in my respecU to your aunt. 
Nancy I I beg you not to waste thb in pudding- 
sancea ; thai *• the way with you ladies.** 

The toastdrinking had a good effect upon Uie 
little company, and it seemed as if the cteud which 
had bung o?er it at first had been blown away. 
When thei» was no longer any excuse for lingw^ 
ing at the Uble, the gueat seemed again a htUe 
iU at ease, and after a glance at hU hostess, pro- 
posed to Nan that they should take a look at the 
Birit^ The old saik>r had become in his later 
jmn a dcfoted tiller of the soil, and pleaded a 
draiftf to see acme kite roses which were just now 
iaUoom. So he and Nan went down the walk 
tifilhci^ mmI hn Idfctid mmI hwrrisd abontlor 
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a few minutes bc^fore be could make up his mind 
to bi'gin a speech which was weighing bearily on 
his ooiiscit*iice. 

Nan was sum that sometliing unusual wai 

plexing him, and answ«-rvd his unnscuswtrj qii 

titins patiently, wondering what he waa trying to 
say. 

*" Dear me I ** be grumbled at Ust, - 1 shall have 
to steer a straiglit course. The truth is, Nancy 
has been telling me lluit I ought to advise with 
you, and see tliat ynn understand what you am 
about witii yoiiiig Gerry. She has set her heart 
on your fancying him. I dars my yon know she 
has treated him like a son all through hia grow, 
ing up; but now that you haYc roase to your 
rightful place, she can't bear to baTO anybody 
hint at your going back to tlic other people. T is 
plain enough wimt lie thinks about it, and I 
must say I believe it would be for your good. 
Here you aro witii your father's family, wlwt ia 
left of it; and I take no liberty when I tall yon 
that your aunt desirm this to be your home, and 
means to giro you your father's shaio of the pmp. 
erty now and the rest when she b done with it 
It is no mors than your rights, and I know aa 
much as anybody about it, and can tell yon that 
theie *s a handsomer fortune than yon may havo 
eusprcted. Money grows bst if it is let alcnet 
and Uioiigh your nunt has done a good dral f«w 
othofi, her espensea have been w«a held in hand. 
I mnH say I shonU liko to knep yon heiub iUd»* 
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c*ptoin falt.r«l.."bat I AM 7~" *»^ 
„ «ipMM ._._-_ T eoold n't f«cl mow 

TrLk •!«•* Uirt if I wew yoor own f»U.«. 
"Tmnrt think it o*«. Im not going to !». 
^^, Vfc««edlong.«oth.ftb no -to 

NlTtod'Sid at arrt to look «noonoern«l wd 
thVLtorKghUy.bnt thU f^'f'^*^ 
•ppwkd t« her mnch moro ««n Uw «.gg«- 
««, STgo-nd .d^lco wl.icl. Mi- P"»« J^ 
r^i _J tfc. eantain to cito tlie niglit before. 

-,-ko Mm •ndenUnd why *• p«t •^. *"**^ 
^^iSnill w«t b«:k to th. Ufe d- h«i known 

with a conTmclng bmTery. :j^:^v1v 

-When yo. Wlow«l ^T'^'^Tf^^ 

•«u yon hi . good .hip ***^ " 'r;^' *!! J2 

W g«the»«l with gr«.t c«. «Hl hop^jtaj^ «d 
WdbrM«ht it nlmoit to tho -•''^ JfJ*^ 

ift^wonid yo. b.^ ^ j'j;;:;:^,*!^^^ 

.bont nnd tdio It totomo ptaoowhwn it woaio o« 

BasttonMMMr « _i u - -*. 1 Aoold n't," 

-No," "wd Cnptwn PariA, -n^ j •noulon^ 

^ ho bJf «iiod rt thit m».tnfa«^ 

- 1 ««'t tell r- •>! -y 'T.S^ht?«d 

to n-ny." N« wont on, P^'f^^^i^jZ 






on witli my pUin of hmng a dodort bvt I know 
I bave no right to the one way of life* and a fms 
feet one, to far at I can aaa, to Um oUmt. And 
it •cams to me tbat it would be at evueibb to aek 
Mr. Gerry to be a minister eiaee be bae jael Ba* 
imbed bie law stadiea, as to aek hm to be a wife 
instead of a pliysieiaa. Bat what I ased to dread 
witboot ressoo a few yean agOi I awMt ferbU my* 
self now, beeaose I know the wrstobed iaherilBBne 
I migbt have bad from my poor BMitber*e people. 
I ean*t speak of tbat to Aunt Naaey« b«l yoa 
must tell ber net to try to BMke hm ehaafo my 
mind.** 

*« Good God I ** mid tbe eaptaaa. ••IcUreeay 
yoa bare the rigbt points of it ; bat if I wnw a 
young maa *t would go bard witb aM to let you 
take your life iato your own baads^ 4t*e 



««Noi"saadNaB. ••Tbe Uw of rigbt and wiuug; -^ 
mast rule ereu lofe« aad wbaterer eoawe to ■»»< 
I mast not forget tbat. Tbrse yrars ago I bad 
not tboagbt about it so maeb« and I migbl not 
bare been so sure; but now I bave Wen taught 
tbereb only one road to take. And you bmmI tell ^ 
Aunt Naney tbis.** ^ 

But when tbey went leMk to tbe bouee. Miss 
Prince was aot to be seen, and tbe eaptaia burtiad 
away lest ebe should make ber appsaranosb far he 
didaotwisb just then te talk about thoamttrr 
any meiu. He told biamelt that yaung panple 

in these dayai but 
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M JM wofdt b« hiid bewd in tba gardw, 

,einber«d the pale face und Uie tteadfMt, 

I Toice, hebnwhed away ioiiieUiiiig lika 

r - H more people uted jodgment in ihia 

^iMon Uie world woald be better off/* be 

I ooaU not lielp wroinding blmtelf tbal 

I nieoe, little Mary Pariab, wlio waa wear. 
Utftil ooontenanoe in Uiete daya. migbl by 
be bappy after all. For Nan's part tt was 

i.^ nlief to bare spoken to tbekind oM aMB; 
1% more lecnre ilian before; bat tonietimea 
atMiled ber tbat tome unforewsen erent 
koned influence roigbt give her back to 
tbiooa, and tliat ibe Uttle of Uw nigbt 
after all pfote not to be.finaL 

afternoon wore away, and late in the day 
«-^n>ine beaid George Gerry's step cooling 
>« street. Sbe listened as she sat by Uie 
window, and found tbat be waa giTing a 
I tor ber. It was perfect weather to go 
riTtr. he was -lying; the tide tenr^l just 
would bring tliem home early ; and Miss 
», who was alone in the parlor, answered 
leased assurance that she was sure ber niece 
like to go. - Yes," said Nan, caUing from 
indow, urged by a sudden impulse. -Yes 
J should like it abore all things; IwUlget 

II oooat wiU you carry two pairs of owrsT'* 
was a mdy nwnt, but the uncertainty 

ol H etmak ilum PriMe*a quiek eac. 
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She seemed to know that the young man and ber 
aunt were exdianging looks of surprise, and that 
they felt insecure aud uncMtain. It waa not tha 
yielding maiden who had spoken to her lofar, but » 
tlie girl who was his gocjd comrade and eoidial ' 
f rimd. The ekkr woman shook her huad doubt- 
fnlly ; she knew well what this forabod«d, aud wanJ 
impatient at the orertlirow of her plana; yet she 
had full confldcnce in Um puwcr of Lore. She had 
seen apparent seU-rsliance before, and she could 
not belicTe that lier niece was invincible. At anj 
rate notliing could be more penuiisive than a twi> 
liglit row upon the river, and fer her part« she 
hoped mora eagerly than ever that Love wouU 
return chief in command of the boat's young crew t 
and when the young nsan flushed a Utile, and 
looked at her appealangly, as he tunied'to go dowa 
. thestreot, his friend and counselor could not resist 
giving him a hopeful nod. Nan was siaguhurlj 
frank, aud free from affectationa, and she migbt 
have ahneady decided to tower her colors and yield 
the victory, and it aseused lor a moment that it 
would be much more like her to do eo^ than It 
bvite further contest when she was alreadj wesL 
Min Prince waa very kind and sympathetic when 
this expUnation had once forced itoelf upon her 
mind; she gave the young girl a most -^-^Timatt 
kiss when she appeared, but at thia unmietekabin 
M^ggestkm of pleasure and treasured bop«, Kau 
turned back suddenly into the shaded parlor* 
though Mr. Query was wailing outside wslli hia 
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ftiTorito oan, which he kept earefully in • ««">« 

of the office. 

^ •• Dear Aunt Nancy," wiitl tlie girl, with evMlent 
effort, "^I am to torry U> diiappoint you. I wWi 
for your iika that I bad been another eort of wo- 
man ; bnt I iliall never marry. I know you think 
I am wrong, but thete it tomething which aiwaye 
telle me I am right, and I muet follow another 
way. I ihould only wreck my life, and other peo- 
p)e*e. Meet girle have an inetinct twwarde marry- 
ing, but mine it all agaiiiit it, and Ood knew beet 
when He made mo care more fur another fadiioo 
of life. Don't make me teem unkind I Idareeay 
that I can put it all into worde better by and by, ^ 
but I can never be more certain of it in my own 

heart than now.** 

••Sit down a minute,** said Mim Prince, elowly. 
••George can wait But, Anna, I believe that you 
nro in k>ve with him, and that you aio doing 
wtoog to the poor Ud, and to youreelf , and to me. 
4 ket the beet happiiiem of my life for a whim, 
and you wieh to tlirow away youm for a theory. 
I hope you will be guided by me. I have conie 
to tove you very much, and it eeemt at if thia 

mid be to reasonable.** 

•• It does make a difference to me tlmt be fevee 
me,- eonfeeeed the girl. ••It ie not caey to twn 
away from him,** the •aid,-itiU standing, and 
kwking taUer timn evpr. and even tliin, with a 
esriooe teneenem of her wliole being. -Ij^ 
iomething that I have iowid il haid la iglt 
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against, but it ie not my whole self longing for hie 
love and his eompaniooahSp. If I heard he had 
gone to the otlMir side of the world (or yvars and 
yearn, I should be glad now and not sorry. I 
know that all the world's sympathy and ail tradi- 
tion Aght on bis side ; but I can k)ok lorwmid and 
see something a thousand times better than beingj 
Ims wile, and living hero in Dunport keeping hie 
house, and trying to foifet all thet naturo fitted 
aro to do. You dou*t uadetstand. Aunt Nancy. I 
wish you eould I Yon see it all another way.** 
Ami the tears started to the eager ytiung eyea. 
•• Doit*t you know that Cousin Walu*r snid this 
very day that the wind which sets una vessel on 
the right oourse may set another on the wrong? 

•• Nonsense, my dear,** said the mistras of the 
kmse. •• I don't think this is the proper time for 
you to explain yourself at any rate. I daro sny 
the fresh air will do yuu gi«d and put everything 
right too. You have worked yourself into a groat 
•acitement over nothing. Dea*t gt» out fooking 
eo dtfepeiate to the poor Mhtw; he wiU think 
etraagely of it ; ** and the girl went out throi^ 
the wide hall, and wished she wuro far away frem 
nU this trouhlew 
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AWrn. Slio pulled th« tiller ropet OTer her ulioul- 

^ers. Mid waU'lied her lover*t lir«t itrong •irokcs, 

-which liwl qtiicklj sent thoiii out iDlo Um itivaia, 

lieyi»n«l tlio couno of m Urgvr cmft wliicli wm 

«»ming towanl Um wlmrf. Slia witlictl pn*MiiUy 

mhiii ilie hud cbciten to row, becaoae tliej wiMild 

iM>t then be face t« f»oo ; but, ftrange to my, titiGe 

this MOW ex|N*rieiicn bud come to Iter, ibe bad not 

felt to ium of bcrst-lf at now, and ibf fear of fiiid- 

ing lierMlf tiK) weak to opfioae the new tendency 

of ber life liad l<f8iien(?d since her first recognition 

of it the nigbt before. Bat Nun bad fought a 

haid fight, and bail grown a grunt dt»l older In 

Ukm hours of the day and night- Slie bolievvd 

that time woiikl make her even more- certain that 

•he liad done right than she could lie now in tlie 

heat of tlie battle, but the wislied whatever George 

Oerry meant to «iy te her might bo seen ever 

with. 

They went slowly up the river, which was now 
quite familiar to the girt wlio had come to it a 
slmnger only a few weeks before. She liked out- 
ofnloor life so well that this country-side of Dun- 
port was already more dear to ber than to many 
wh<i bad seen it bloom and fade every year since 
Uiey could remember. At one nniment it seemed 
but yesterday that she liad come to tlie old town, 
and at the next she felt as if slie had spent half a 
lifetime there, and as if Oldfields miglit have 
changed unbearably since she came away. 

the yoong oarsman kept in the mid 
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die of the gn*at stream, and sometimes it neeme^l 
,>leasanter to be near the shore. Tlie midsum* 
mer fliiwere were coming into blussnm.and tlie 
gran and trees liad long since lost the brillianro 
of tlieir greenness, and wore a loiik of maturity 
and complftion, as if tliey had alreaily flnis]H*d 
tlH*ir growth. Tliere was a beautiful softness and 
harmony of eijnr, a refiose that one never sees in 
a spring landsca|«. The tide was in, the son 
was almost down, and a gmit, cloudlfss, infinite 
sky anrhed itself from horiion to lH>riion. It had 
sent all its brilliance to sliine baekwnni from the 
snn, — the glowing spliere from wbirh a singlo 
danling ray came acmes the fields and the water 
to tlie boat. In a moment more it was gmie« and 
a sliadow qiifckly fell like tliat of a tropical twi* 
liglit ; luit tlie west grew goklen, and one liglit 
tioud, like a floating red feather, CsdiHl away ap> 
ward into the sky. A later briglit glow tooclird 
some high bills in tlie east, then tliey grew poq4e 
and gmy, and so the evening came tlwt way 
sbwiy, and tlie ripple of the water plashed and 
sobbed against the boat*s side; and presently in 
the midst of the rivor*s inhmd bay, after a few 
last eager strokes, the young man drew in his 
enrs, ktting tliem drep with a noise which startled 
Nan, who had happened to be hmking over her 
•boulder at the shore. 

She knew well tmongfa that he meant to put a 
grava qnesthm to lier now, aial lier heart beat 
faeler and she twisted the tiller ooids 
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""" " I thiok I coald br«ik uny bond« yon might 
«M> to kc-p yourwlf away from me." Im> wU !iur- 
rWly, M !•" wftttlietl iKT. " I lira not fit tor yon. 
only tbnt 1 lo*B you. Somebody told in» yow 
BMHnt to go «w»y. *nd I could not w»it «ny 
kmger beforo I Mked you U you wooW giro yoor- 
•elf to n.e." 

" No, no 1 " cripd Nun, » dear (ricnd, I miwt not 
do it ; it would bII be k mixake. You toirtt not 
V diink of it »ny more. I «m w) lorry, I ougl.t to 
li»« tindenitood wlmt wm coming to ui,uid 1«« 
'gone iiwBy long ago." 

« It would have made no difference," Mid tlio 
yoiing mwi, »lmoBt nngrily. He could n.* bwr 
deUy enough e»en for tpeech at tlial iwnnent ; be 
watched lier face deaperaUly for a look of iwaor. 
M>ce ; he leaned toward her and wondered why b« 
had not ri»ked cverytliing, and apoken tli* ewit- 
ing before when they itood watching tW ihip'i 
iMut. and Nan'a hands were cioee enotigh to be 
■ loaebMl. But the miaerBbla knowledge erepi 
ewr him that the waa a great dwil (artlwr away 
(ram bim than half that amidl boat'i length, and 
M ahe looked up at him again, and ahook her 
iMad gently, a gn-at roge of !..»• and aliame at 
h» rrpobe urgM him to pl«d again. " You are 
■poiling my life." l« orird. " You do not Mm 
for that, but without you I ahall not care tor any- 

- "I would ratlier apoil your life in tbie way 
thM in a far wone taahiMi," nid Ku wDj. ** J 
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will alwayi be your frieml. buj if I allied yg« 
I might aeem by and by to ho ymirotMniy. Veil, 
you will la*o aomoLody elee aoiiM day, and bv a 
grirat deal happier than I could ban dude you, 
and I ahaU bo ao glad. It doea oot b<lMig to 
ne." 

Dot tltia aevmed too aoAmfnl and eal((-b«ut«L 
" Ob. wy lore U only worth that lo you," th« 
lo»or aaid. "You ahall know betb^r what it 
neana. I don't wunt you for my fri^od, but (or 
my nwn to Iterp and to liare. It makes me laugh 
to think of your being a doctor and ggii.g h*A ta 
tliat country town to throw yoqr»-lf away for tha 
Utmtm and ailly tlicoria of a nuui vlio bu lind 
like a bermit. It means a trve life for boUi of aa 
if you will only lay you k>T« m«, or oiea let m« 
aak ynu again wlien you have ibougbt of it mora. 
ET«r>'body will any I am in the riglit." 

*• Yea, then an mMoin enough tor it, bat tiMn 
b a better naaon ^lut it It yo« Uwe hm yoa 
muat bflp no do what k boat.- Mid Kan. - 1 
ahail mite yon aod think ot yon mora than ya« 
know wliea I mm away. I new alwU (otpt all 
U.ei« plauant dayi «« Uro been U^etber. Oh 
Uoorge I " aho eriad, ia a tone tliat thnlled biai 
through aad throogk - I hope yoa wUl U frModa 
wiU. ma again by •«! by. V„, ^iH ^^^ ,i,^ j 
l.aT» dona rigl.i beranea ll is rigltt and wiQ prtna 
itaelf. If it i. arons for ma I ra„ld u'l «,I|, 
mak- Tou happj j .ad otrr all tliia ami hryaad it 
■malblag p r a at iam «• aad oaUa aa Iw a life 
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that my mmrying yoa would hinder mid not help. 
It isn't that 1 thouKln't bu lo hnppy thiit*it if 
not OAiiy til ttini awny even fmm the thought of 
it ; but I know' thut the days would come when I 
should see, in a way that would make me long 
to die, Uiat I hud lost the true din'Ction of my life 
and hiid mishnl otli«rs beside myself. You don't 
belieTO me, but I cannot break faith with my 
duty. There are many reasons that have forbid- 
den me to nmrry, and I have a certainty as sure 
as tlie stars tliat the only right condition of life 
for me is to ft»11ow the way that OTerything until 
DOW has pointed out The great gain and puf^ 
pose of my being alive is tliere ; and I must not 
mind the blessings that I shall have'to do with- 
out** 

He made a gesture of impatience and tried to 
interrupt her, but she said quickly, a^ if to pre- 
vent h*is speaking : " Listen to me. I can't lielp 
speaking plainly. I would not have come with 
'you this afternoon, only I wished to make yoa 
understand me entirely. I have never since I 
can remember thought of myself and my life in 
anyway but unmarried, — going on alone to the 
work I am At to do. I do care for you. I have 
been greatly surprised and shaken becNUse I Awnd 
bow strongly something in me has taken yonr 
part, and shown me the possibility of happiness in 
a quiet life tliat should centre itself in one miin*s 
lova, and within the vmlls of his booM. But 
Bmatthinj ft^if mo all the 6wm thai I eoiiM Ml 
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uii? W^^T"^ ^'y '•"• i^»' ••Hi 

jwrtnm «d deformitiat. I dont know »|„ 

Lr«ll ""^»- "* «*«> • »«ful life «oM 
■" « Mjr gift of Ood. It u n-t for u. to ehoo.. 

tent kl- It •.* ^"P "■*•' "»••» »««W wn- 

i.i«ir X^ cS-iTr ILJL'r "r^ 
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inmld hiiTe been a power which this girl of high 
ideate coald baye been held and mastered by. No 
wonder tliat she would not give up her dreams of 
dotj and senrice, sinoe ihe had found him le« 
ttroog than such ideals. The fancied dissatisfao- 
tioD and piteousness of failure which she would be 
sure to meet filled his heart with dismaj ; jet, at 
that Terjr next moment, resent it as he might, the 
esrtainty of his own present defeat and poweiiese- 
Dsss ooiild not be misunderstood. Perhaps, after 
allt she knew what was right ; her fsce wore again 
the look be had feared to disturb the night be- 
ibrst and his whole soul was filled with homage in 
the midst of its sorrow, because thb girl, who had 
been his merrj companion in the summer bolt- 
days, so sweet and familiar and unforgetaUe ui 
the midst of tlie simple festiTals, stood nearer to 
holier things than himself, and had listened to 
the call of Ood*s messengers to whom his own 
doors had been ignorantly shut And Naa thai 
oiight was a souFs physician, though she had 
been made to sorely hurt her patient befoce the 
Bsw healthfulness could well begin. 

They floated down the rirer and tried to talk 
once or twice, but there were many spaoee of 
eileoce, and as they walked along tho paved 
etrsets, they thought of many things. An casi 
wind was blowing in from the sea, and the elm 
branches were moring rsstlessly oterheaiL ^ It 
will all be better to-morrow,** said Nan, as thej 
flood CB the slops al last •• To« msI oomo Is 
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see A«nl Nancy feiy often after I hoTo gone, for 
she will he lonely. And do eome in tlie mom- 
iog oe if nolhiiqr )umI been spoken. I am so 
•ony. Oood-aigbt, and Ood bkos yon,** she 
whispered} and when she stood inside the wide 

doorway, fai the dark, she UstoMd to his footiteps 
^ ^ ^**^ <^^^J down tho slioel. They wof« 

bnl aho did Ml eaU Um hnek 
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Iv OMfieMs Dr. Leslie had oatwardly lired 
the fRmiliAr life to which hit friends niid putients 
had long linoe accostomiHl theniaelTet ; be liad 
•eeined a little preoccupied^ perimpe, but if that 
were obeenred, it was easily explained by his haT- 
ing one or two difficalt cases to think aboaL A 
few persons suspected that he missed Nan« and was, 
perhaps, a little anxious lest her father's people 
b Dunport sliould claim her altogetlier. Among 
those who knew best the doctor and bis waitl 
there bad been an ardent ohampiooship of Nan*s 
righU and dignity, and a great eariosi^ to know 
the saocess of tlie visit Dr. Leslie liad answered 
all questions with composure, and with a distivss* 
ing neagreness of details ; but at length Mrs. 
Oraham became sure that lie was not altogether 
free from anxiety, and set her own quick wits 
at work to learn the cause. It seemed a time 
of grrat uncertainty, at any rate. The doctor 
sometimes brought one of Nan*s bright, affeo* 
lionate letters for his neighbor to read, and they 
agreed that thb holiday was an exorllent tiling 
for her, btti there was a sUeot leeogaitioa of the 
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fact tliat this was a critical time b the youiy 
giri*s history ; that it either meant a new diieo- 
tioo of her lif e or aa iacreassd actiTity b the oU 
one. Mrs. Oraham was len well than asoal b 
these days, and the doctor found time to make 
more frequent Tisits than ever, telling himeelf 
that she missed Naa*s pleasant eompaaioosUp, 
but raally wishing as mudi to receire sympathy 
as to giro it The dear old bdy had kughingly 
disclaimed any desire to summon her childrai 
or grandchildrs.n, saying that she was neither ill 
enough to need them, nor well enough to enjoy 
tliem ; and so b the beautiful June weather the 
two old friends became strsngely dear to each 
other, and had many a kmg talk which the cans 
of the world or their own roeeue had tf Kk them 
save until this favoring season. 

The doctor was admowie^ged to be an old 
man at hsi» thoi^ everybody still insisted thai 
bo koked yoiwgsr than his age, and oonld not 
doubt that be had half a UfMme of utirfninem 
before him yei. Bui it arnkte a gieal iliffsimiuf 
when one's ambitions are transhtied from ono'a 
own life to thai of a younger person's; and while 
Dr. Leslie grew lem careful for himeelf, trusting 
to the un onneoi o ns eeitabty of his praeticed skill, 
be pondend eageriy over Naa*s futuro, rombd. 

ing Umaalf of varions hbts and suggestions, wUeh 
mast be added to her equipment ffirmttimm hi " 
wished thai ehe WW 
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mpectedt and she would not hiiTe to fight agnintt 
•0 nttoh of tbe opposition nnd petty fanlt-finding 
that oome from ignorance ; and looietinies he re* 
joioed that hie little gtrl« as be fondlj called her» 
woold be one of the earlier proob and exanipk« 
of a certain noble adTance and new Tantage- 
groond of oiriliiation. This has been anticipated 
through all agce by the women who, sometimes 
honored and sometimes persecotcd, have been 
drawn away from home life by a devotion to pob- 
\ lie and social usefalness. It mast be reengniied 
. that certain qualitii*s are required for married, 
and eren domestic life, which all women do not 
possess ; but instead of attributing thb to the die- 
I integration of society, it must be admowledged to 

I Jwloog to its progress. 

So long as the Tisit in Dunport seemed to ful- 
fill its anticipated purpose, and tbe hapfqr guest 
was throwing aside her cares and enjoying the 
merry holiday and the excitement of new friend- 
ships and of her uncommon position, so long 

' the doctor had been glad, and far from impatirnt 
to have the visit end. But when he read the 
kter and shorter letters again and again in the 
Tain hope of finding something in their wording 
which should explain thi> Tspie unhappiness 
which had oome to him as he had read them first, 
he began to feel troubled and dismayed. There 
was something which Nan had not explained ; 
something was going wrong. He was snrs thai 
if ilwrnanytUH he eonld eel i%ki thai eke 



woold have told him. She had always done so ; 
Iwt it becama arident through the strange sym- 
pathy whioh made him eoos d ous of tlie osood of 
others thai she was bent upon ^ghting her way 



It was a amttsr of snrprisai and almost of di^ 
may to liim early one SMiming; when he receired 
a brief noU from her whioh told him only thai 
ehe shonld he at home late thai afteroooo. Il 
ssemed to the wise old doctor a day of most dia- 
trsssing uncertain^. He tried to make up his 
aund to aooapt with trae philosophy whatarer 
deeieion she was bringhg him. ^ Nan is a good 
girl,** he told himself over and over again ; ** she 
will try to do right.** But she was so young and 
so generous, and whether she had been implored 

^ break the old ties of Imbm life and affsotion 
for her aant*s sake, or whether it was a newer 
and stronger bfluenoe still whioh had prevailed, 
waited for axplanalion. Alas, as was written 
it is often the higher nature thai yields, be- 
lt is the sMst generous. The doetor knew 
enough the young girl*s oha r a et e r. He know 
; promisrs of growth and unoomown achiera* 
all ready to aabkl theoaselves,— lor 
nsse she was ummU. He eoold aol 
bear tim thondU of her being Imndieapped in Iha 
laea ehe had been net to ran. Yel no ooa ree^ 
elear^ than he the unissn, and Isa 

wliish is peenliar ^ 




m 



M4 



A COUNTRY DOCTOM. 



tnm poUing ttMlf exaetly in tiuU mmVu plaM, to 

thai o«r decbiont and nidi iind snggMliona nre 

never wholly toflioient cnr nTnilaUe for thoM even 

wiKNn we ioTe meet He went orer the qneetion 

again and again ; he followed Nan in hb thonghts 

aa the had grown up, — nnprejndioedv nneon- 

itrained aa ie po«ible for any human being to be. 

He lemembered that her berora were the great 

dootori, and that her whole heart had been ttirred 

and daimed by the noble daiies and needa of the 

great prof eeuon. She had been oarekea of the eo> 

eial limiUtiona, of the hMsk of iympathy« even of 

the ridicule of the poUio: She had beliared aa 

n biid would behave if it were amired by bcneta 

nndfiehea that to walk and to twini were the only 

proper and reapeotaUe neana of getting from 

pbee to pboe. She had shown tueh rare inaght 

into the principlee of things; she had even seemed * 

lo him, aa he watched her« to have antieipnted 

ei^erienoe, and he ooold not help believing thai 

it waa within her power to add mnch to the 

too smaU fund of certainly, by the sure inattncft 

nnd aim of her experiment It eonnled nothing , 

whether God had put thia soul into a man*s body * 

orawoman'a. He had known beat, nnd He m ea nt 

it to be the teller of new truth, a revcaler of bwa, , 

nnd an influence for good in its enpacity lor teaeb- \ 

Ing, aa well ts in its example of pwe nnd t m m m j 

able life. 
But the old doeter sighed, nnd told Umeeit thai 

the gill wee UMSI hnnin, nMSI ui irti neti i il 
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wnsnot imposrible that, b spite of her apparent 
nbeenoe of certain do m e st i e instincts, they had 
only kin donnaat and were now awake. He 
eouU not bear that she should kae any happtneae 
whieh might he hersi and the tender memory of 
the blessed companionship which had been with- 
dtmwn Irom his mortal sight only to he given 
back to him more fully as he had lived eloeer 
nnd nenrar to spiritual thiufi, made him shrink 
from forbidding the saam sort of fullnem and 
completion of life to one so d«nr as Man. He^ 
tried to aasure himself that while n man*a lito <^ 
is stie ng t hem il by Us domestic happiness, a w^ 
man's meat either surrender itaelf wholly, or i«. 
linquish entirsly the chime of such dutiea,if she 
would achieve dietinction or satisfaction els enbetu . 
The two cannot be taken together in « 
liie as in a man*a. One muat he made of 

though the very aatarm of both do. 
rafesskmal life need all the stinngthf 
which can be brought to them. The decision be- 
twem them he knew to be a meet grave reopen- 
sibility, and one to he governed by the gmvesi 
moral oUigatione, and the unmistakable leadiufs 
of the pemonal inatineta and ambiticaa. It waa 
eeidom. Dr. Leslie waa aware, that so typical nnd 

efvident an nflMnple aa thia could oier itself uf the 
obm o( weasen who nre n rsenU of nnluml pi«. 

' vnriatien, noller better work, but fer 
ftiri who are designed lor esftain 
pnhlio nni aueiat dmisBb Bm he Mievui this 
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qIm to U one thai mort iMfitebly Imimm wMi 
the higlHfr deTtflopiiieaU of dWUittiioa, Mid fai 
hler ]r«in» wlikh he might never we^ the Iov« 
for httoumity wooU he reoognised and e»plojod 
BMire intelligently ; while now nlmoit oveiy popn- 
hur prrjodiee was against bia ward»thmibe wmU 
Med no Tindieation. The wielder of ideaa hna 
alwaja a oertain adfantage over the di y en de r 
npon beta ; and thoogh the two daaiea of minda 
^hjr no meana bevitaUj baking, the one to woMen« 
and the other to men, itill women have not yet 
bcgnn to nee the beet reeonrore of their natnina» 
ihaviag been hiter developed, and b BMny oonn* 
triee hot recently freed from reetraining and bin* 
deriqg infloenoei. 

The praervation of the mee k no bigger the 
only important qoeation ; the weliareof the faidL 
jvidnal vriU be considered more and nMtn. The 
aimple fact that there is n majority of wemsn fai 
any centre of civilisation means that aonm ara ael 
' apart by natore for other ness and cond i tio n a than 
marriage. In ancient times nmn de p e nd ed e»> 
tirsly apon the women of their boasebolds to pro* 
pare their food and cloChfaig,~and alaMet eveiy 
nmn in ordinary cirenmstanom of lite was lainad 
to nmrry for thia rsaeon ; bnt nhready there k a 
grsat Aange. The greater proportlen of men 
and women eveiywhere wiU etOI famtlnelive^ and 
^adly accept the high dntke and helpe of amn- 
ried life I bnt as eociety beeomm amre faHsmgam 

ttwiB rse^gniaa theilMmcl 



/ 



AT mUtB AOAIK. 



uet 



dw nilMM «f othm, aaUiK ft i«po«llib Iw 
«Imm t* Meapk MMh mpoMlliaitiw mmI obQgji.. 

tiom, wrf w d^ifj wi •ktato Immm lib iwtaad \ 
of dtgraAiy it -^ 

It ImI bM «M tUy to Ml flMI oMivlaliM 
pioaipti«p of intiMi whilo m oU 
tlMMrim to hi* itoaMoMb aad 
VUto MMtiMT fOOag to W hnm^ Cm* to boa 
wMi MMh M oaMfimqr. Dr. Lodio wIAod Ink 
to U aU* to dirtlMtl/ oaiplida to IUmmU hto iw- 
iOM fariko opinioM Im ImUi U kMw lkM>te 

•MM Hg» Ik Nu ImikU i« MM MMN : oh* 
vMdd Mid/ appMl to Uni tho vmdd bri^ 
«iw giwt y »otiM to Um, Md look tor ajM. 
prthy Mi nM i« tlM MM v»7 tho kud IMIW 
fal^ dwva Um » wowdod Ci^ is Imt ohild> 

H* IIIMli to MS i^dB «W 

iHg* with Um pais wliieii «mU 
•how itadriB uy olhM waj, ud U Mt tlM nra 
iMi* 111 Ma MTB ojM at tlM thmglkt «PtarUu 
«b Nam" W Mia to UMrii; oaho hM boM Iwit 
fa tlw giMt battk» Ut ah* k M almlldiic •^ 
dlM." H* «mU U hM taU hv atoiy. Mi tlm 
glT* hv thi bMt Mp W Mddt Mi M whM 
•ho altotMM oUiofm vtM T«7 lonf MMM tho 

Mutiy, airi tho hn» OMUMT iqr WM olMit doMk 
tho ieolM iMM iMmlho wida MMtMi alMM 
laal SmI to Iha nboai alBtiaib A* ha 
afnapof mmII hasM ho laohad M hb 
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Motl Mrioot and perplexing «l Srtt| though noir 
•he was fast reoovering. The litUe thing smiled 
ae her friend came il^ and aaked if the yoiing 
lady were coming to-aiorrow« for Dr. LMlie hud 
promiaed a Tiatt and a pictnre-book from Nan, 
whom he wished to see and nnderstand tlie case. 
They had hnd a long talk upon snch ailments as 
this jast before she went away, and nothing had 
aeemed to roase her ambition so greatly as her 
«xperienocs at tlie children*s hospitab the winter 
before. Now, this weak little creatare seemed to 
be pleading in the name of a great army of sick 
children, that Nan wonid not desert tlieir eanse ; 
that she would go on, as she had promised them, 
with her search for ways that should- restore their 
Tigor and increase their fitnvss to take up the 
work of the workL And yet, a home and ehil- 
dron of one's Tory own, — the doctor, who had 
held and lost this kmg ago, felt powerless to de- 
cide the f utore of the young heart which was so 
•deartohim« 

Nan saw the familiar old horse and carriage 
waiting behind the station, and did nol fail to 
notice that the doctor had drivea to nseei her 
hiroaelL He almost always did, but her ywj 
anxiety to see him again had made her doobtful. 
The train had hardly stopped before eke was 
standing on the pktform and had hastily dropped 
her checks into the hand of the Marset idle boy, 
who looked ai them doobtfaUy, aa if be hardly 
daiedlobope thai he had been mislakMi for the 
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ha o kma a. She came quickly to the side of tlie 
carriage ; the doctor could not look at her, for the 
horse bad m«de belioTe that some excitement was 
necessary, and was making it diflkult for the 
wefeome passenger to pot her foot on the step. It 
was all o?er in a minute. Nen sprung to the 
doctor's skle and away they went down the mad. 
He had caoght a gUmpee of her shiniug eyes and 
eager face as she had hurried towurd him, and 
had said, ^ Well done I ** in a most ch»erfnl and 
erery-day fashion, and then for a nunute thsfe 



••Oh, it is so good to get home,** said the gfai 
and her compunion tamed toward her; be conld 
not wait to hear her story. 

•• Yes,** said Nan, •^itisjustasweUtoteUyon 
now. Do you remember you used to say to aM 
when I was a little girl, • If you know your duty, 
doo*t mind the best of reasons for not doing It *? ** 
And the doctor nodded. •• I noTor thought thai 
thia reason would come to nw for not being a 
doctor,** she went on, ••and at first I was afimid 
I shoold be conquered, thoi^^ it was myaalf who 
iongbt myselL But it came to nw elirer thaa 
ever after a while. I Uiink I could ha^ been"\ 
lender of eooM one than ssoet people are of there I 
whons they nmny, but the asors I eared lor him 
the lem I eenU give him only part of myaalft 1 
I knew thal.waa nol right. Now that I can look 
baok atUalllamsoghMllo haTo had Iheea 
diqrailshnU work betler aU ngr Ufa lor havfa« 
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been Mb to main myieU to perfaedj mf% UmI I 
know mj waj.** 

The naeonsidered factor Itad Mtnted itmil in 
tba doctor*! faror. Ho gave tbo retnt to Naii aad 
leaned back in tbe carriage, bat at tbe bent for- 
ward to apeak to a friend whom thej patied tbe 
did not tee the look that he garo her. 

** I am rare yon knew what was right«** be laid, 
bartilj. ** God blvM yon, dear child I ** 

Wat this liUle Nan, who bad been bit play- 
thing ? tliis brHTe yonng oreatare, to whooe glori- 
ovt fntnre all hit heart and bopee went onL In 
hit erening it was her morning, and be prayed 
that God*s angek thonkl comfort and ttrengtlien 
ber and help lier to carry tlie burden of the day. 
It is only those who can do nothing who find 
nothing to do, and Nan was no idler; she had 
oome to her work as Christ came lo his, not to be 
ministered onto bat to minister. 

. Tbe montlis went by swiftly, and tbrongb hard 
work and much stody, and many sights of pain 
and sorrow, tliis young slndent of tbe basinees of 
bsaling made her way to the day when some of 
ber eompanicms annonnoed with melaneboly trath 
that they had finislied their stndies. Tbvy were 
prstty sore to be aocosed of baring had no rigbl 
to begin tbem, or to take soeb tmsts and rsspon- 
sibilitiee into their hands. Bat Nan and many of 
bsr friends bad gladly climbed tbe bUl so far. and 
with ereiy yearns ascent had besn thankfnl ist 
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the wider boriaon which was spesad for their 
eye* to see. 

Dr. Lsslie in bis qniet stody almost wished thai 
be were beginning life again, and siimetimes in 
the twiliglit, or in long and lonely coootry drifoai 
beliered liioMelf ready to go boek twenty years 
so that be eoold follow Nan into tbe foturs and 
watch her soccsm ia , Bot be always smiled after- 
ward at soeb a thoogbt Twenty years woold 
carry him back to tbe time when his ward was a 
little child, not long hefbce she came to Ure with 
him. It was best as Ood bad pfauumd it Nobody 
had watched the child's deretopment as be bad 
done, or her growth of character, of which all the 
performsnoes of ber hiter years woold be lo him 
only the onnecsssary proofs and erideneea. He 
knew thai she woold be fatthfnl in gieat thiags, 
becanse she had been faithfol in little things, and 
be shoold be with hsr a long time yet, perlwps. 
Otid only knew. 

There was a grsat change in the rilkge : there 
were mors sowll fsctories new which employod 
huge nomhers of yoong women, and thnagh n 
new doetor had long i^ eoose to OldfieUs who 
had begon by trying to sopersede Dr. Leslie, he 
had ended by longing lo show his gratitnde soom 
day for so moch help and kindnem. More then 
one qqpointasent had been offersd the heroine of 
Ihisstofy in the eily hospitals. She wooU hare 
Utile Irooble in bmUiv her way sfame ehe had the 
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care tiiceeat. Bat she decidad for kertelf OmU the 
would neitlier do tliit, nor oorry out yet die oibef 
pUa of ^ing on with her ■tudM at tooio acUool 
■orott tba tea. Zurich hold out a great tempto- 
tiou, but there whs time enough yet, and ebe would 
■pend a year in Oldfieldt with the doctor* itudy- 
ing again with him, eiiice the knew better than 
ever before that elie oould find no wieer teacher. 
And it WHS m great pleasure to belong to the dear 
old town^ to come home to it with her new treat- 
am, M) much riclier than she hod gone away that 
bcaide medicines and bandages and lessons in geo- 
end hygiene for the physical ails of her patiento, 
she oould often be a tonic to the mind and soul ; 
and since she was trying to be good, go about do- 
ing good in Christ's name to the halt and maioMd 
and blind in spiritual things. 

Nobody sees people as they are and finds the 
dianee to help poor humanity as a doctor does. 
The decorations and deceptions of charaeter must 
foQ away before the great realities of pain and 
death. The secreU of many hearts and homes 
must be ttild to thb confessor, and sadder ailments 
than the text-books name are brought to be liealed 
by the heloTi>d physicians. Teaobera of truth and 
giTors of the Uws of life, priests and ministers,— 
all these professions are joined b one with the 
gift of healing, and are each part of the ehoige 
that a good dootor boUs b his keeping. 

OMdayiB the beginning of her year al Old- 
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fiolds. Nan, who had beett ?ery busy, saddenly 
thuugiit it would be well to give herself a holiday | 
and with a sudden return of her okl sense of fiw^ 
does was going out at the door and down towonl 
the gateway, which opened to a pWosaotly wide 
world beyond. UariUa had taken Xan*s suooesses 
Mtlier leluotantly, and ne?er httitated to say 
that she only hopod to see her well married and 
settled before she died ; tiiough slie was always 
ready to defend her course with even Tiruleace 
to those who wottU deprecate it. Shenowlieaid 

Man shut the door, and called at ooee from on up- 
per window to know if word had been left whero 

she was going, and the young practitioner huighed 
aloud as she answered, and properly aoknowledged 
the fetter of her calling. 

The leaves were just beginning to £01, and dbe 
pushed thmm about with her feet, and someUmes 
walked and eometimes ran lightly along the rood 
toward the lann. But when she leached it, she 
passed the huie and went on to the Dyer houses. 
Mrs. Jake was ailing as usual, and Nan hod told 

the doctor before she came out thai dbe wouU Ten- 
Uro another professional risit in hie stead. She 
woe a great help to hun in thie way, for his calls 
lo distant towns had ineraMd year by year, and 
he often fbund it hard to keep his man y potienU 
well in hand. 

The cU honsse hod not chai^ mneh einee she 
first knew theoh nod neither they nor their in- 
fai any dai^gsr of behHf loq|oltMi hgr 
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bert th» eld ti<§ol dTadiott aod a i H i ch tfa B gww 
•tvoogwr intleiid of wedEMT •mjr ymr. ItpliMid 
Mri MiittMd the oM people to be raiiiiKlcd of the 
deji whee Nm was a ehild end lived amuag them, 
and it waa e greet joy to her to be aUe to ineke 
tbeir pain and diaoomfort kaa» and be their bit» 
pietrr of the ootaide world. 

It waa a nott loirely day of oar beroiM*e laTof^ 
ite weedier. It baa been aaid thai Nofeoiber ia 
an epitome of aU the montha of the jeer, bet for 
an thati no other oeaeon ean ebow mythng eo 
biaatitel aa the beat end btighteat Nofember 
daya. Nan had spent her aommer in a graal hee- 
pital, wliere alie law few floweia aare hninan onee» 
abd the warmth end impiration of tUeeleer afar 
aeemed moat delightfol. She had been eomewhal 
tempted by an offer of a fine poaition fai Caaeda, 
and eren Dr. Lealie bed nrged her eeeeplenee, 
and thooglit it an nnoomoMmly good ehanee to 
have the beet hoapital experienee and reapoMlhil- 
ity« bet obe bed tent the letter of lefeml only 
that mombg. She eonld not tell yet whel her 
kter phna might be ; bnt there waa no pinee Kkn 
OUflekbt and the thooght ehe bed nefer toved H 
ao dearly as that afternoon. 

She looked in at M rs. lCartb*e w M eope n doer 
Int, but tnding the kitehen empty, went ^liaUy 
asms to the other honee, where Mn. Jakn wee 
pmped np hi her rookhw^halr end b^gM te 
gieen londly whsn she sew Hen i bnl the lonie 
of so gmtltying a DCMnee eoen bed n mesi kten 
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B«tgMiik Hn. liwtfB «M kidttfa« 
M «MMd, ud «iM tiuw wowM a* tasallMr iM • 
friMMll/grmipMd Km Mind aad ■mwwwI qii*. 

tiuM NMMlMtdfeUy. 

•* I dMbM I «w Mrt el pM Ml with Ite do*, 
lor iM MadiMf ym dawn hovo day bolooo joMmw 
dogr iMlMd of ooMinf UMMlt" iMod lCn.Jako 
Ii ond io i o ly . obnl I ds* fawv *o I ovor hud oay. 

tUvg do ■• 00 WNhfoodao tkot bottio JIM fif« 



"OtooMool-loiifliiiW— . oDr.Loriio 
UtoyoaUMrit I loU yoa wImb I §»«• il |» 



• WoU BMr, Wv yoa talk I " Mid If n. Joko^ a 
link O Mrthn oa. •*! bq(te to fad mj hmrfav 
fiulo ■• bjr opoUo. Bm I «M bomd |0 givo jM 
tlMOHdk. Im aU I *?• oleod oat moImI «wr 
noiUlbv »!* • doalot'* bwlaoM." 

Moa long h od Mowily. •• I aa goi^ to otad 

yoa for ay palioal," oh* aaoMNd. -aad toy a 
Hm pfHoriplfaM o« yoar «m* Im.** 

•*Laad. tf yoa oarod Imc ap Iwoali bo lik* 

olopphg tiM lodta la a ba*rt," MBoaMod Mn. 
JtoUa wtth a te oa i ^ oarfU, aad olfakii^ hor 
kaiWitaoo Ji M l arf ii ij . «• 8ko aal knr ol a 

ooavlofan aagrwhona lAoal kal oh* Ihfate oho'a 
fH Ik* aMto to U.** 

•I doal oMM tokrn MytUiv fcrnyakai 
a^** mU Mia. Jak% «ilk ■■ ak ol patfm ovIM*. 
■Utaadtko^kothkor 

•llhilkn^atkorMal 
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iag^ tbcy ocmU noiraiat tlM iMit bUoCanOk. 
^ I decUm yoa*T« doM om finUwto tUagi if 
joa *!• Mfvr going to do wiy more,** mid Miii 
Jdw, pratendy. ^*Lisa here *■ bam Ulkingfur 
MM tine pMt, abottt yoar atiai^toiiiBg op Um 
little boj*i iMudc,— the one tfuU livw down wimi 
His* Mookar oMd to Uto yoa know,— InH I did 
n*t MMtt to tiiko it in Ull bo oohm omt b«co jio- 
tMdny forenoon. Looks m Ukoly m nny child, 
oseqit it may bo bo *■ n little ilMitod. Wben I 
think bow be need to eieep nbont IhefO, tide of the 
raid, like n bopper-tond, it dore aeeoi nowsinM** 

Mnn*t eyee brigiitened. •« I hii?e been delighted 
nbont Uint I mm him rnnning with the other 
ebiUren te I cnme down the rood. 4t wns n hmg 
bit of work, thoQgh. Tlie doctor did mort of it ; 
I didn*t tee the child for nKMiihi. yon know. 
But be needs cere yet; Tm going to stop and 
ihaTO another talk with hit nMtber as I go home.** 

••She's n poie shiftless civatars,** Mrs. Maititt 
heetened to say. •* There, I thought o* the dodor, 
how boM hMigh, the h«t tlmel waste to eseljri 
her bnby WM siok, and she sent ap to know if I d 
Isnd her a variety of herfaa. and I did n*l know 
hot she might p^issn it« so I stepped down with 
somstbingniyselt She began to intterahooiBkn 
she always does, and I p»ck«l my way aeral the 
kUshsn to the endla. •Theia,*sa|ashai*I hnw 
besa kyingoolall «>* «ek lo ga op latho 
Oomofs and gil me two new ehairs.* •I*^ 
tUnk yno kid plenty of ehain MV,* osM I»and 
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•There ain*t a ehafar In this hooaa bo* what^b 
lolL*" 
And Nan lanthail aa heartily as eoold haea 

Bsore aMNoaiatifo Qoastlans aboot her aUassntsL 
and thai rasa lo go away. If rs. Martin CaUowod 
her eol la the galei ehe and Nan had always bseo 
tmy tomi of cmdi other, and the eUer wooHm 
pointed lo a laid not far away where the br et h si i 
wsio walsldi^ a stob bl a Hw , which wns si'nding 
opathin Uoa thiead of aoMiko into the atlD afar. 
••Thsy were ower in yoor north loi yisteiday,** 
said Ifia. Uartfai. •• They '^ tmOml o* hasinsm 
Bownd^ when thers *s ImI to dow They took 
it pialty hard when they titt had to jeoom down 
lo hlrii« help, hot thqr khnl of e^joy it now. 
We *io all old talks tofithsr on the Cm, and not 
good far mnsh It don*l aaam bnt a year or two 

iraa playing nbool hers^ 
aloi ^, and now yon *ra the 
talks ont of all the hoosef nl of *em 
I know. I H own np lomitimii Vi% ihai^l 
slioi^e of yoor boqr lor doetoriiy, hoi I oevor 
anU a wafd lo nobody ugainsl It, ao I hn?e nH gsl 
anything ^ laho book na moat ioOn haoa. I 
eoold n*t hdp thfaddi^ when yon eama inlUsat 
IsiBoan nnd asl there alaag of ns, IhnI I *d givo a 
good dnl la haio Mb* Thaebar step fai and sea 
yooond know what yoo No made o*yooiarlL ttbo 
hadllkni Jaragaad msnyyonio,boHbJiaie 
\isniMlaoilahar|I4a 
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N»n meant to go Uck to the rilligo bj the 
•borter way of the little foot-|)atli, but first the 
went up the gmsa. grown lane toward the old 
farm-hoote. She ttoud for a rninate looking about 
her and aoroee the well-known fields, and tlien 
seated herself on the door-step, and sUjed tliero 
for some time. There were two or three shi-ep 
near by, well ooTered and round<*d by their soft 
new winter wool, and tliey all eame as dose as 
they dared and looked at her wonderingly. The 
narrow path that used to be worn to the door-step 
bad been OYergrown years ago with the short 
grass, and in it there was a bte little dandelion 
with hardly any stem at all. The snnsliine was 
warm, and all the country was wrapped in a thin, 

soft base. 

She tbouglit of her grandmotlier Thaeher, and 
of the words Uiat had just been said ; it was be- 
ginning to seem a Tery great while since the days 
of the old farm -life, and Nan smiled as she re- 
membered with what tones of di^pair the good 
old woman used to repeat the well-worn phrase, 
that her gimndchiM would make eitlirr sometliing 
or nothing. It seemed to her tliat slio had brought 
all the sncoess of the past and her licipes for the 
ftttttfv to the dear old phice thst afternoon. Her 
early life was spmuling itself out like a picture, 
and as she thought Itover and looked back from 
year to year, she was more than ever before sur- 
prised to see the oooneetion of one thing with 
another, and bow sdm alight aela had been the 



planting of seeds which had grown and floorishcd 
long Hfterward. And as she tried to folfew her- 
self buck into the cloudy days of her earliest 
spring, slie mee without knowing why, and went 
down the pastures toward the riTor. She passed 
the old Bnglbh apple-tree, which still held aloft 
a fliMirishing bough. Its fruit hail been gatherad, 
but there were one or two stray apples left, and 
Kan skillfully threw a stick at theee by way of 
summons. 

Abiig this path she had hurried or faltered 
many a time. She remerabeivd her grandmother's 
funeml, and how she had walked, with an eUerly 
cousin whom she did not know, at the head of the 
procession, and had seen Martin Dyer's small 
grandson peeping like a rabbit from lunong the 
underbrush near the shore. Poor little Nan I 
she wus very lonely that day. She had been so 
glail when tlie doctor had wrapped her up and 
taken her home. 

She siiw the neighborly old hawthom-tiee that 
grew by a cellar, and stopped to listen to ito rust- 
ling and to by her liand upon the rough bark. It 
had been a cause of wonder once, for she knew no 
oUier tree of the kind. It was like a snowdrift 
when it was in bkNMn, and in the grasafrowa 

cellar she had spen|^Miy an hour, for then was 
a good shelter fromfi^ wind and an excellent 
hiding^pbee, though it seemjd rery shallow now 
when she looked at it aa she went by. 
The biii7faig.phMa van shnt in ^ a plain 
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■loM waIU which the had long ago Mk»d Um Dj. 
en to boiid for her, and she leanad over it now 
and looked at the smooth tarf of the low gravea. 
She liad alwajt thought alie would like to lie 
there too when her work was done. There were 
eome of the graTee which she did not know, b«l 
one waa her poor young niother*8| who had kfl 
Iter BO inheritance exci*pt tcHne traits that had 
woo Nan many friends; all her erilgifla had been 
horied with her« the neighbors had said, when the 
girl waa ont of hearing, that Tery afternoon. 

There was a etiange fascination abont these 
rirer uplands ; no place waa so dsar to Nan, and 
yet she often thought with a shndder of the story 
of those footprints whicli had sought the riTer^ 
brink, and then turned badi. Perhapa, made 
pure and strong in a better world, in which sooM 
lugering lore and faith had giren her the tmo 
dimtion at last, where eiren herhnre lor her dilld 
had saved her, the mother had been sUU taking 
eaie of little Nan and guiding her. INnrhapa she 
had helped to make sure of the hissings her own 
lite had loet, of truth and whiteness of soul and 
usefulness; and so had been etiU bringii^ her 
child in her arme toward the grsat shdter and 
home, aa siie had toiled in her fright and weak- 
nam that dark and b^T"^ ^ight toward the 
honae on the hilL • ^^^p 

And Nan stood on the sEore wUk the wsraa 
wind that genUy Uew her hab fsU nlmost Kkn n 
head, and fniiil^ eho wmH elassr la Ihs *m. 
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dsniy she luaabed 
of Hleapid 
ahosaii«I 



cm it and beyond it to the hOk 
to and f re aboto the water, but 

tbem into the eky. Tkeaefl 

oloeetoheri the 

lownlahheri ^ 

her hands upwnid In aa 

^ and gUdnsss. « 
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